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Lesson Calendar for the Next Quarter 
13. September 28.—Review. Deliverance and Disobedience. 


1. October 5.—Moses’ Cry for Help ........ Num, 11 : 4-33 
2. October 12.— Jealousy and Envy Punished .... . Num. 12 
3. October 19.—The Report of the Spies . Num. 13: 1-3, 17 to 14325 
4. October 26.—The Sin of Moses and Aaron .. . . Num. 20: 1-13 
5. November 2.—Balak and Balaam.. .. . Num, 22 : 1 to 23: 10 
6. November 9.— Abstinence for the Sake of Others 

(World’s Temperance Sunday) . . Rom. 14: 7-21 
7- Nov ne. 16.—The Death of ' 

ee . . Deut. 31 : 1-8; 32 : 48-52; 34: 1-12 
8. November 23.—Joshua, the New Leader... .. . Josh. 1: 1-9 
9. November 30.—Crossing the Jordan. . . Josh. 3: 1-17; Psa. 114 
10. December 7.—The Fall of Jericho ..... Josh. 5: 10 to 6 : 27 


tr. December 14.—The Sin of Achan......... . . Josh7 
12. December 21.—The Division of the Land. ...... Josh. 14 

Or, Christmas Lesson—The Word Made Flesh . . . John 1 : 1-18 
13. December 28.—Review—A Day of Decision. 


Golden Text for the Quarter: For God so loved the world, 
that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth 
on him should not perish, but have eternal life. —John 3: 16. 


% 
A Sunset Thought 
By Arthur Wallace Peach 


LIKE to think when western skies are bright 
With twilight’s gold, that far beyond our sight, 
Beneath the world’s dim verge where day has gone, 
Our sunset is, for other lands—a dawn. . 


And ever does it symbolize to me 

The promise sweet of immortality : 
Beyond the darkness waits for us alway 
The looming glory of a perfect day ! 








Is your school lined up to win a place on The Sunday 
School Times Honor Lists for RALLY DAY attendance ? 
Send a postal for a Record Blank on which to enter your 
school enrolment and Rally oy attendance. The records 
are to be returned by October 20. 


a 
When Burdened with Unfinished Work 


Unfinished tasks and neglected duties need not 
hamper life nor take away its freedom and joy. The 
liberty and peace that Christ stands ready to give to 
the surrendered life are not promised as an experi- 
ence after our debts are paid and the accumulated 
work caused by past failure is finished, but it is an 
experience for zow, even in the very midst of the dis- 
organization resulting from sin. A young Christian, 
who had tasted the joy of the abundant life, felt the 
burden of unmet obligations resting on him. He 
vas tempted to believe that these debts of the past 
must be fully paid before he could dare hope for 
complete peace, until the glad thought came : ‘‘ Christ 
is sufficient for those things, too. He can give the 
joy of deliverance right now, and clear guidance hour 
by hour in working off the acq@:mulated obligations.”’ 
We do not deserve such liberty, but that is what the 
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ is—an unmerited gift. 


We hesitate to receive that gift in the face of our pres- 
ent disastrous failure—perhaps a little later, when we 
have gotten things into better shape, we will consider 
receiving it. But it is just here, at the point of fail- 
ure, that the grace is needed, and just heré, where 
sin abounds, that the grace much more abounds. 
Shall we not surrender to him now, and enter at once 
into his perfect liberty, committing to him the past 
and the future as well as the present ? 


ad 
Not Lost Through Death 


How thoughtlessly we who are Christians talk as 
though death meant loss. ‘*Several have said to 
me,’’ writes a reader of the Times, ‘* ‘You have lost 
your brother.’ . ‘Oh, no,’ I say, ‘he is not lost ; only 
parted from us for just a little while.’’’ We do not 
lose that which we are going to have again. And in 
the family of God we are going to have again, in 
richer, dearer measure than we have ever yet known, 
those who have for now been taken from us by death. 
If there is ever a time, then, when the word ‘* lost’’ 
has no place, it is when a loved one has been taken 
forever away from all attacks of the powers of evil 
into the safe-keeping of Christ. 


ad 
Weighted Down to Victory 


Do we realize that this new burden which seems 
about to crush us may be our special means of vic- 
tory? It is said that some men once learned this 
lesson as they were testing the strength of two horses, 
one considerably lighter than the other. The owner 
of the lighter horse claimed that it could pull as 
heavy a load as the heavier horse. When this was 
put to the test, the lighter horse was unable to budge 
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the load that he was set to move. His feet slipped ; 
and his lightness did not allow him to apply the 
strength that he really had. ‘Three men then climbed 
on his back ; he tried again; and triumphantly he 
dragged the heavy burden out of its place. The ad- 
ditional weight had made him the victor. For a dif- 
ferent reason, but just as truly, when the weights are 
piled upon our life until we see our own helplessness 
as never before, we may be turned by them to a trust 
in Christ that will mean the triumphant carrying of 
burdens that otherwise we never could have moved. 
When we mistakenly ask him to remove a burden 
from us, lovingly he adds fresh burdens, until, 
through their very pressure, we find in him the new 
and infinite strength that makes all life easy. Heavily 
weighted victory is better than lightly weighted 


defeat. 
ax 
When Looking for Real Estate 


Heaven is not the only region where God has pre- 
pared a place for us. It is a great comfort to remem- 
ber this as we find ourselves completely baffled by the 
immediate circumstances of our life. Two friends 
were making changes in their place of residence, and 
each found himself entirely in the dark as to just where 
the new home ought to be located. Then one said to 
the other, ‘‘The Lord is a good real estate agent— 
don’t forget that.’” The buying, selling, or renting 
of real estate is quite as much in the Lord’s sphere of 
activity as is the winning of souls to himself through 
Christ. Wecan come to him with as much confidence 
for his guidance and blessing in the one as in the other. 
What an infinite equipment for life we have in him ! 
The earth is the Lord’s,—and so is that new earthly 
home, as yet unknown to you, which he has already 
chosen for you. 
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The Power of the Enclosed Life 


ERHAPS the most profoundly satisfying of all the 
expressions of Paul to the minds of tempted yet 
aspiring disciples is the term zz Chris¢. Literally 

it is zz¢o Christ. Weare, upon our acceptance of him 
by a reliant trust, placed so far within him that all our 
dealings with life thereafter are in reality his dealings 
with life. At least they may be so unless we inter-* 
fere. Placed by sovereign grace within Christ means 
that we are fortified about with his limitless power. 

It is when we forget our utter security that we allow 
ourselves to be browbeaten and irritated and even 
frightened by the enemies without. Satan’s servants 
may insult us across the picket-line of God’s power. 
They may look direful and threatening. But unless 
we leave the sacred ground of our privilege in Christ 
they can never reach us. They will be as impotent 
as the swords of the charging French cavalry at Water- 
loo against the long, bayoneted muskets of Welling- 
ton’s infantry. We are enclosed, but not secluded. 
We are sheep which rejoice all the more in their place 
of security in the fold because the howl of the wolves 
comes out of the dark surrounding night. 

For the great Adult Bible Class movement of the 
last quarter century nothing is more significant than 
the emblem adopted—a button of white center and 
broad scarlet rim. The significance is: the white 
life in the blood of Christ. The emblem lends itself 
perfectly to the proclaiming of the related truth’ that 
the believer's life is completely enclosed and guarded 
by the Christ who died for his own. 

For centuries professional sailors have-tried to per- 
fect a defensive armor for ships that would enable the 
protected vessel to move about freely and engage its 
enemies without risk to itself. Our Lord does for the 
believer what naval architects have never accom- 
plished for their floating batteries, for we may move 


about in all the relations of life, and yet be inviolate 
in the citadel of our souls. 

There is much difference of opinion as to just the 
extent of our immunity. Does our enclosure in Clirist 
relieve us from all the disabilities of sickness? Does 
it remove from us the harassment of an evil naturé? 
Differ we will on some of-these questions, but we 
should not allow these divergences in view to weaken 
our joy in our protected position for, as Hannah 
Whitall Smith has suggested in her ‘Christian's 
Secret of a Happy Life,’’ the Christian moves about 
in an armor that can never be pierced, unless it bé so 
by something ordained of God's love. But then, in- 
stead of a missile, the circumstance or chastening that 
seems to pierce our armor does not really do so, but 
is welded into the very nature of our defenses. 

Our Lord tells us in a single discourse two very 
different things. He tells us, first, that not a hair of 
the disciples’ heads will be harmed. Shortly after, he 
remarks that some of these protected disciples will be 
brought before the judgment-seats of the Empire, and 
will be slain. ‘*What gain have we,’’ cries Little- 
Faith, ‘‘if our hair is protected but our heads re- 
moved ?’’ Evidently our Saviour is teaching thatnot 
the slightest*evil can mar the souls of his own—that 
even the dreadful harrying of the churches by a Nero 
or a Domitian is utterly harmless to the believer who 
has, amongst his treasures within the will of God, 
abundant resources to meet even so terrible emer- 
gencies, ‘* All things team together for good to them 
that are called according to his purpose."’ 

Within the holy enclosure of the Christian life there: 
may be possibilities of disease, of torture, of death, 
but these are meek servants of the will of God. There 
is naught but his will in the lot of the one who ac- 
cepts the privilege of ‘*the enclosed life."" All that 
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then comes to us comes with the endorsement of our 
Father's wonderfully tender and considerate will. All 
that brings pressure to the soul, all that calls for the 
price of effort, of endurance, of physical tax and pain, 
of soul-suffering, is absolutely harmless, and positively 
and constructively beneficial. 

Think, then, of living in an experience so protected 
and fortified and impregnable that even disease and 
pain and sorrow and death can enter your lives only 
by becoming your humble servants, 

There is even such a state of soul to be attained by 
us that we shall greet these strange servants with a 
fairly complete understanding of their work within us 
and a very happy acquiescence in God’s employment 
of them for his purposes. _ , 

Think of the phrase, ‘‘The good pleasure of his 
will."". We may have understood it so poorly as to 
allow the suggestion of harshness or aritrary exercise 
of God's power. But no ; the thought is the goodly or 
beautiful pleasantness of God’s plan, The enclosed 
life is the life that is not only protected, but preserved, 
or parked. We become, each and every one, God's 
garden plot, and nothing enters that will not beautify. 

See with joy the white center of the Bible class em- 
hblem, meaning purity. Not the black of unrelieved 
sin, nor even the gray of a compromised life, but the 
unsullied white of a cleansed and protected life, with 
no defeat. The one need of the hour is purity ; the 
one cry of the earnest soul is purity; and He who 
awakens that cry in the disciple has a perfect provision 
made to answer it. 

An English general, ministered to by the dread 
servant death, still could cry, ‘‘I die happy.’’ And 
Wolfe was indeed happy, for death had served him 
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with a victory. So in the will of God there is the at- 
mosphere of happiness even in circumstances that 
worldlings shrink from, for in the garden of his will 
there is never the evil shadow of ‘defeat; > 

Christ, then, having cleansed—or more properly, 
cleared—us from sin by his blood, doth by virtue of 
that same sacrifice place about us the impenetrable 
circle of the power of an endless life. And the appli- 
cation is quite obvious, For if we are fenced in, if 
we are peculiar ground, 

** Enclosed by grace, 
Out of the world’s wide wilderness,”’ 


if we are in Christ, if we are hidden in him, and are 
buried with him and raised and ascended with him, 
and even now seated with him in heavenly places— 
why the easy yieldings to frettings or furies and griev- 
ings and bickerings and fearful apprehensions? Why 
so little of calm and serenity and holiness? Why the 
dreadfully frequent dealings with sin? 

The answer is simple: if we are enclosed, let us 
recognize our blest estate. Let us crown within our 
minds the fac¢ of our security. Let us inquire of our 
Redeemer as to why we are not realizing the riches of 
our grace-given position, Let us gaze often and 
praisefully upon the living Lord, whose sentry-beat 
encircles our souls. Let us interest ourselves more 
thoughtfully in his daily protective work in our be- 
half. We will find with increasing surprise and 
joy that the giants set against us become as grass- 
hoppers when set against him, The real gist of the 
victory and calm ‘and happiness of the enclosed life is 
not to be found in strenuous endeavor, but in a sim- 
ple daily, hourly trust in our great Redeemer's ability 
to deal with all of life’s circumstances. 








When Ejected Evil Returns 


The unseen powers of evil are terribly real ana ac- 


tive personalities, In God's providence they are per- 
mitted to attack all of us with persistent and subtle 
power; and this will continue until Christ forever 
sweeps them out of the way of his redeemed ones. 
Such a Scripture passage therefore as the following, 
about which a Colorado reader inquires, is full of sig- 
nificance to us all; 

Will you please explain Luke Ir : 24-26 in your Notes on 
Open Letters : ‘‘ The unclean spirit when he is gone out of the 
man, passeth through waterless places, seeking rest, and find- 
ing none, he saith, I will turn back unto my house whence I 
came out. And when he is come, he findeth it swept and gar- 
nished. ‘Then goeth he, and taketh to him seven other spirits 
more evil than himself; and they enter in and dwell there: 
and the last state of that man becometh worse than the first."’ 

Jesus was speaking to a generation of men who were 
going from bad to worse, And the reason for their 
awful downfall he explains in this statement about the 
attacks of ‘the powers of evil. ‘The parallel passage 
in Matthew 12 :43-45 concludes with the words, 
‘¢Even so shall it be also unto this evil generation.’’ 
It has been pointed out that Israel's casting out of its 
old sin of idolatry, which had been its constant fail- 
ure up to the time of the Captivity, may be meant by 
the first casting out of the uncleca spirit from the 
man, But Israel was now possessed of other more 
numerous and more poisonous sins,—in the grip, for 
example, that Pharisaism had upon the nation, Its 
last state was becoming worse than its first, culminat- 
ing for the time in its rejection and crucifixion of the 
Son of God, 

In view of what our Lord said of the ‘‘last state’’ 
of this sort of temporary reformation, it seems reason- 
able to believe, as is commonly held, that only self- 
reformation, of a merely moral or negative sort, is 
spoken of in the passage. The dispossession of the 
evil spirits was wrought by some other than Christ. 
‘The mischief and danger of the emancipated soul 
is that it is not occupied by a New Indweller.’’ Yet 
there is surely another warning here, which those who 
have gladly received Christ as their indwelling Saviour 
and Life know from experience is needed by Christ's 
own redeemed disciples. There is a peril that ac- 
companies deliverance from evil even when Christ 
himself is our deliverer. It is the peril of letting the 
evil which has been cast out return into our lives 
through carelessness in failing to draw upon the in- 
finite resources and life and strength of Him who has 
cast out the evil, ‘*To have cast out a sin does not 
make a man safe from sin ; there must be no leisure 
in the Christian life.’ To welcome the return of sin 
from which Christ has once delivered us is to enter into 
a state worse than that which we knew before the de- 
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liverance. Yet even here, if through self-confidence 
or failure of any sort we have let sin tragically abound 
in our life, we must never forget that just because sin 
abounds grace abounds more exceedingly ; and we 
may instantly, if we will, take by faith Christ's fresh 
deliverance from the return of increased evil. Then, 
giving our indwelling Saviour complete occupation of 
the house of our being, we may in quiet trust let him 
successfully and continuously resist every attempted 
entrance of the powers of evil into this tabernacle of 
ours which his grace makes his abiding-place. 


at 
Has Sin a Place in God’s Plans? 


Does God ever plan men’ssins? Does God ever 
use men’s sins? The lessons in the life of Joseph, 
studied earlier this year, as well as the iessons in 
Israel's life and throughout the entire Bible record, 
make it important to have some measure of conviction 
in answer to these questions. An Ohio reader asks 
that they be discussed: 


There seems to be a unanimity of thought running through 
the writings of your various contributors in connection with 
the series of lessons on Joseph, that God planned and willed 
all the doings of the sons of Jacob in the Egyptian escapade. 
If you will pardon a layman for venturing his opinion, I den't 
believe God had nearly so much to do with it as is credited to 
him,.. True, he did work out a wonderful salvation, but I 
doubt if he ever wished Israel to go into Egypt at all. If he 
did, he could and would have planned some other way. 

The point I wish to make is this: Jehovah is not dependent 
on sin to work his plans. Neither do I believe that he as God 
can use sin in his plans. But he does bring about his ends in 
spite of sin. 

Jacob's ten sons, in their selling Joseph into Egypt, sinned ; 
and amore Joseph says that God did send him into Egypt 
to preserve life, that is Joseph's carnal interpretation ; and if 
God had desired Joseph to go there, he would have worked it 
quite differently. I doubt seriously if God ever wanted Israel 
to go to Egvpt. If they had not gone, there might have been 
no famine, the whole history of the nations would surely have 
been different, and [ verily believe thesalvation of Israel from 
Egyptian bondage was at least God's second choice. 

God hates sin, and does not use it in his planning, but brings 
about our great salvation in spite of sins. The same thing ap- 
plies to Potiphar's wife’s lies and the prison incident. 


God never wants any man to sin. God never plans 
that any man shall sin. But when men have sinned, 
and through their sin have brought about certain cir- 
cumstances, God uses those sin-caused circumstances 
to work out his own plans. It is true indeed that 
God is never dependent on sin to work out his plans ; 
but it is equally true that, in working out his plans, 
God reckons with men’s sin: he recognizes it in mak- 
ing his plans, just as a skilful pilot recognizes rocks 
in the course along which he plans to bring his ship 
in safety to a certain goal. 

Moreover, sin and the results of sin are now:so in- 
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extricably woven into the whole fabric of human life 
in this world, that God not only brings his plans to 
pass in spite of men’s sins, but he also does this 
through their sins. He never plans men’s sins, but 
he constantly uses men’s sins. God used the sin of 
Assyria to discipline Israel, by bringing her into the 
captivity that was needed at a certain stage in her 
history. So Joseph, in his words to his brethren, 
seems to have recognized this truth. When he said 
of his brothers’ sin in selling him into Egypt, +‘ God 
did send me before you to preserve life,’ he did not 
mean, ‘‘ God planned this sin of yours,’’ but he did 
mean, ‘‘God used your sinful sending of me into 
Egypt to preserve life."" Again, when he said to his 
brothers, ‘* Ye n.eant evil against me; but God meant 
it for good, to bring it to pass, as it is this day, to save 
much people alive,’’ he voices the truth that God in- 
tended all the time to use for good the evil that those 
men were working. So God not only brought to pass 
good in spite of the evil that they did, but he brought 
it to pass by actually making use of their evil actions. 

If God had refused to work with the results of sin, 
he would have had to refuse to work with all man- 
kind after that day when, in A.!am, all sinned. 

That God’s every use of men’s sin is a second best, 
or a tenth best, or a one-thousandth best, as compared 
with the absolute good of what God could do apart 
from men's sin, is evident enough. In one sense, 
God's second best started from the instant when sin 
first occurred in the universe. On the other hand, 
we must remember that God knew from all eternity 
that sin was going to occur, and that he made what 
we call his plans in view of every sin that men and 
angel :zver have committed and ever will commit, 
From that standpoint, God's own eternal best is being 
worked out for us in full recognition of, and in a con- 
stant using of, the results of evil. The supreme ex- 
ample of this is found in the bringing together of the 
greatest sin and the greatest blessing of time and 
eternity : men’s crucifixion of Christ, and God's use 
of the sin-caused death of his Son to bring to men the 
gift of eternal life. 
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Our Lord’s Life in Moving Pictures 

Will the spread of the gospel be specially helped 
by irreligious, money-making motives? If not, shall 
we share in enterprisés of that sort, even if they claim 
to make a high appéal? This seems to be the ques- 
tion involved in the following letter : 

Our Sunday-school superintendent recommended every one 
in the Sunday-schooi to go to a theater in this city and seé the 
“life of Christ’? in moving pictures. It was widely adver- 
tised, and many went. I would greatly appreciate an expres- 
sion of your attitude on the question. Personally I do not 
think it right. The theaters run on Sunday, ‘‘of course.’ [ 
saw pictures of our Lord’s thorn-crowned head alongside post- 
ers depicting another moving picture production, ‘‘ Salome,” 
a picture of an almost naked, lewd dancing girl. The thought 
of the whole thing pains me, and I believe it was nothing more 
than a money-making proposition. I well know the cheap 
gibes at the church and religion with which the theaters 
abound, and that for one picture or play that is decent there 
are hundreds grossly immoral ; and I believe that it is the old 
Story of doing evil that good may come. 

The associations of most public moving-picture 
houses are unwholesome. It would seem safe to 
assume that in most instances the motive for moving 
pictures of the life of Christ is simply mercenary, — 
therefore insincere so far as being intended to draw 
people into spiritual fellowship with Christ. And the 
public exhibition of professionally acted themes in the 
life of Christ is, to say the least, not needed in the 
propagation of the Good News of his love. Are not 
these reasons enough to settle this question for the 
thoughtful Christian? And if the mature Christian 
would not wish to attend professional moving pictures 
of our Lord’s life, it will be a simple matter to explain 
to younger people and children why it is better that 
they refrain from lending their presence and influence 
to an unworthy form of exhibition. The Sunday- 
school superintendent who advised attendance upon 
this exhibition may have done so without taking into 
account these considerations. Of course, the use in 
the local church or Sunday-school of the stereopticon, 
or even of the moving-picture machine, to show views 
of Bible lands or of life in those lands, when the ele- 
ment of professional acting is excluded from the pic- 
tures, is quite a different matter. 
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From a Veteran Pastor’s Prayers 


UR Heavenly Father, gather thy children in thine arms. 
Make thy presence real and comforting to us, and also 
let it be quickenigg, inspiring, stimulating. Let each 

find in thee just what he needs. Deliver us from dread, from 
dulness, from sin, from sorrow, from sickening apprehensions, 
and generate in our breasts thy serenity, peace, joy, righteous- 
ness, and power, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 








ee ee 


ee 


_— 


testa naphtha apace — 


a ~ a= OO 4 6 KS #4 


ee ae ae, a ae ae 

















ee ee 


ge cn 6 


ee eens 


LESSON FOR SEPT. 28 (Review) 


THE SUNDAY:'SCHOOL TIMES : 


551 





When a Church Really Studies the Bible 


By the Rev. R. 


A. Torrey, D: D., Dean of the Los Angeles Bible Institute 
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HERE is nothing else that contributes more to the 
life, strength, and growth of the individual be- 
liever, and of the church as an organized body 

of believers, than real, intelligent, systematic Bible 
study. There is nothing else that contributes as much 
except real, intelligent; Bible-guided, Spirit-filled 
prayer. If we could get the entire congregation in 
any church (every man, woman, and child who at- 
tends the church), not only the saved people but the 
unsaved as well, to really studying the Bible, the 
results would be amazing ; and we can do it, and we 
ought to do it, ; 

The church that comes the nearest to the full at- 
tainment of this ideal of any church I know on either 
side of the water is the Moody Church in Chicago, — 
the church of which it was my privilege to be pastor 
for twelve years, and which I have just visited again. 

There are few people attending this church with 
any degree of regularity who are not studying the 
Bible, and studying it not merely in a haphazard way, 
but according to a well-defined and skilfully directed 
plan. They are not all studying it according to the 
same plan, for there are varying needs to be met; 
but they are studying it according to some plan, and 
under skilled direction, There are classes for all 
types of men and minds, and for all conditions and 
ages. The teachers and officers of the classes (for there 
are officers as well as teachers, and many a mar makes 
a fine officer who would be absolutely worthless as 
a teacher), are ever on the alert for new faces in the 
congregation that they may secure new members for 
their classes, and the man or woman or child who 
succeeds for any great length of time in keeping out 
of a class for Bible study must be well skilled in the 
art of refusing. 


Classes for All Kinds of People 

Furthermore, the search tor men, women and chil- 
dren to enrol for systematic Bible study isnot by any 
means confined to the congregation. It is pursued at 
the place of business, on the cars, on the street, in 
the parks, everywhere. The Moody Church believes 
in Bible study, and not a few seem to believe that the 
chief end of man is to get people into classes for the 
systematic study of the Word of God. 

It may be interesting and suggestive to some to 
speak more specifically of some of the classes. Of 
course, there are the usual graded classes in the Sun- 
day-school from the Cradle Roll up. The teachers of 
these have their own very thorough organization, and 
cultivate a spirit of fellowship and mutual helpfulness 
in many ways that cannot be here described. In 
addition to this, on one evening a week the Interna- 
tional lesson is taught in the church to a great throng 
of people by some master in the art of Bible teaching, 
always the same man throughout the entire season. 
But beside all this there are special classes. 

There is a Young Men’s Class, very large, very en- 
thusiastic,—and not as enthusiastic about atheletics, 
or about its brass band, or about anything else, as it 
is about Bible study and soul-winning by open-air 
work and other aggressive methods, This class is 
taught by a man who makes the teaching of the class 
a very important part of his work for Christ. A num- 
ber of the faithful and efficient officers of the church 
have come: from this class, and a number have gone 
into Christian work at home or abroad, 

There is the Young Women’s Class, taught by a 
very talented and devoted young woman, who givesa 
very large share of her time and of her life to the 
class, following the young women into their week-day 
life, and gathertng many of them into a home over 
which she presides. But the home grew out of the 
class, and not the class out of the home. Almost 
everything at the Moody Church has grown out of a 
Bible class,—in fact, the church itself is the outgrowth 
of Bible classes. 

The Friendly Bible Class is a mixed class of men, 
women, and young people of pretty much all ages, 
conditions, nationalities, and ranks of life. Often- 
times there will be a millionaire and a pauper, a saintly 
woman and an outcast, a lawyer and a criminal, sitting 
side by side in this class. But they study the Bible, 
carefully, thoroughly, systematically, taking the Inter- 
national lessons or some book in the Bible, and from 
the beginning of the lesson to the end it is one rapid- 


Christians who have found the secret of the Lord 
differ widely in spiritual gifts, and in practises and 
opinions; but there are two practises which all 
agree in giving first place in their lives. And every 
church with apostolic power has also put these first 
in its organized activities. Such a church Dr. Tor- 
rey describes. Its marvelous results in winning 
souls and transforming life he ascribes to systematic 
Bible study—of a kind that any other church can 
adopt. If Bible study means to the Church what 
Dr. Torrey says it’ does, then the Sunday-school 
stands to-day as the supreme method for accom- 
plishing the great task of the Church ; and the Bible 
class is at the very heart-center of the power-supply 
that goes out for world conquest. 








fire of question and answer. There have been many 
infidels and agnostics in this class, and they are per- 
mitted to ask and answer questions with the rest ; and 
some ofthem have been converted. Of course- the 
lesson is given an evangelistic turn before they get 
through, and there have been, { suppose, thousands 
of conversions in this class. 

The Young Married Peoples’ Class arose in this 
way: We found that, when our young men and 
wonren married and the babies began to come, the 
father or the mother, or both, began to drop out of 
the Sunday-school, and thus we were losing to sys- 
tematic Bible study some of the brightest and most 
promising young people we had in our congregation. 
One of the officers of the church, a middle-aged mar- 
ried man, whom God had given no children of his 
own but who was very happy in his own married life, 
conceived the idea of fathering these young married 
people. A building adjoinitig, the Church was pur- 
chased, and the second floor om Sunday afternoons 
was devoted to this class. Husband and wife both 
come, bringing the babies (who are cared for in one 
of the rooms), the lesson is studied, a social time is 
enjoyed after the lesson, they eat supper together, 
stay toe the Yoke-Fellows’ meeting and the open-air 
meeting fvollowing that, and the evangelistic. night 
meeting in the church, and then go home feeling 
that they have spent the Lord’s Day in a way worth 
while. 

Crowning all the other classes, there is a series of 
classes Saturday afternoon and night, from 4 P.M 
tog BM. From 7 to 8 the International lesson of 
the following day is taught; in the 8 to 9 period the 
class is taken right through the Bible from Genesis to 
Revelation, about ten chapters being taken in a les- 
son, and the whole class having read the ten chapters 
repeatedly during the week. There are about two 
thousand in attendance from 7 to 8 and from 8 to 9. 


Winning Converts Every Week 

What are the results of a whole church thus really 
studying the Bible? There is a body of trained 
workers competent to cope with any situation or any 
opportunity that may come up in the church. While 
the church has had many seasons of special evangel- 
istic effort, it is always carrying on definite evangel- 
istic work. Every Sunday evening there is a definite 
and expectant and never disappointed effort to bring 
men and women to a definite acceptance of the Lord 
Jesus. Scattered all over the church, in seats defi- 
nitely assigned to them, and under the eye of skilled 
superintendents, are hundreds of men and women 
who have been trained in classes organized for that 
purpose to use their Bibles in leading men to Christ. 
It doesn't make so much difference in the Moody 
church who preaches, or how well or how poorly he 
preaches ; for, whether the preacher does his duty or 
not, the personal workers will do theirs, and souls will 
be saved. 

The church constantly prospers and grows. 1 was 
pastor of the church for twelve years. During the 
last four years of those twelve I was absent the entire 
time except one month, yet the church went on pros- 
perimg and growing just as when I was at home. _In- 
deed, when I was in this country I was absent from 
my pulpit five montlis each year. For the last two or 
three, years the church has had no pastor, and has 


depended on supplies for preaching ; yet I found on 
my recent visit that the congregations were filling the 
great wuditorium morning and evening, and that, too, 
in sweltering weather, and that the membership had 
increased from the 2,000 with which I left it to 2,700. 

A third result is the darge and live prayer-meetings. 
The prayer-meeting of the Moody church is an almost 
unique meeting, and this very largely because it is a 
Bible-studying church. It is not necessary for the 
leader to urge the people to take part: it keeps him 
busy to hold them in check, and that in spite of the 
fact that there are no long speeches, 

There are constant and numerous and thorough- 
going conversions. During the eight years that I was 
actively pastor of the church there was not one Sunday 
on which there were not conversions. A great many ofthe 
conversions are of transients passing through the city, or 
of visitors from other congregations in the city, who very 
properly after their conversion go back and unite with 
their own churches ; and yet the smallest number 
that | received into that church in any ope year was 
about 250, and in those eight years I gave the right 
hand of fellowship to more than 2,000 new members. 

There is large giving to the church and to foreign 
missions. It could easily be proved that Bible study 
has been the direct cause of much of the remarkable 
giving of this church. I have had a housemaid step 
up to me and hand me fifty dollars for foreign mis- 
sions. I have known a janitor to withdraw his entire 
bank account and hand it to me for foreign missions. 
A few weeks ago the church felt that it ought to opena 
rescue mission a few blocks from the church. They 
appointed a Sunday to take up a collection for that 
purpose. They asked for $5,000, They got $7,000, 


How It Paid One Man 

Many ministers of the gospel and many foreign 
missionaries have gone out from the church since they 
got to studying the Bible in this way. There 
are numerous representatives in China and Africa, 
and others in India and Japan and other lands. I 
noticed in the Christian Endeavor room the other day 
a long roll of those who had gone out from that one 
organization, Mr. William Borden was one of the 
latest gifts of the church to foreign missions ; and he 
being dead yet speaketh, not only by his munificent 
gifts to foreign missions, but far more by his personal 
consecration, holy life, and self-sacrifice. It was be- 
yond a question the systematic Bible study that drew 
Mrs. Borden to the Moody church, and her son with 
her, 

There have been marked results in individual lives. 
I have space for but one illustration. There was in 
the church when I first went to it a young man, an 
officer in my Bible class, utterly discouraged and 
doubting his own salvation, I had the privilege of 
leading him into assurance of his own acceptance be- 
fore God, but he was not even then an important 
factor in the life of the church or the community. He 
worked for a commission house down on South Water 
Street for $12.50 aweek. On that meager salary he 
married and had children. One Sunday morning I 
preached a sermon on the importance of regular and 
systematic Bible study. It went straight home to this 
man’s heart. He had to get up at two or three 
o'clock in the morning to go down to South Water 
Street to buy for the house for which he worked. He 
made up his mind that Sunday morning that he 
would arise an hour earlier every morning, that he 
might have an hour each morning for solid, syste:n- 
atic Bible study. Everything about him seemed to 
expand under the stimulus of Bible study. Within a 
year he went into business for himself. The first year 
he sprang from $12.50 a week to $5,000 for the year. 
The next year he doubled that. What his income is 
now I do not venture to say, but I know that in one 
year he has given $6,000 to our own church, besides 
generous gifts to foreign missions and other causes. 
But his development in character and Christian serv- 
ice has been the chief thing. I was holding a series 
of meetings at the church during the pastorate of Dr. 
Dixon, and a prominent man from South Water Street 
came up to Dr. Dixon, and said, ‘*I want the kind of 
religion *s got’’ (mentioning this man). He was 
a leader in the Gypsy Smith movement, in the Chap- 
man-Alexander campaign, and in everything aggres- 
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sive and truly evangelical that has come to Chicago 
in recent years. 

Can what has been done in the Moody church be 
done in other churches, especially small churches? 
It can, all that is essential and vital in it. 

1. Let the pastor (or some energetic layman) be 
thoroughly convinced that the most important thing 
(except prayer) in individual Christian lives, and in 
the life of the church as a whole, is systematic Bible 
study. - 

= ren, and preach often, and preach intelli- 
gently, on the importance of systematic Bible study. 
Keep everlasting!y hammering away on that theme. 
On two of the four Sunday mornings that I recently 
spent with the Moody church I spoke on the ‘‘Im- 
portance and Results of Bible Study’’ (Text: Psa. 1 ; 
1-3), and ‘* How to Study the Bible’’ (Text : Acts 17: 
11). I had often spoken on those subjects before, 
but I did it again, lest they forget. 

3. Organize classes for Bible study that will meet 
the peculiar needs of every member of your congre- 
gation and every member of the community. Do not 
try to organize them all in one day. Make a thor- 
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ough success of one, then organize another to succeed 
along with it. But do not be content with merely 
organizing them. See that they go after they are or- 
ganized. 1 know men that can beat the world at or- 
ganizing things, but as soon as they are organized 
they leave them to peri 

4. Careful and prayerful selection of teachers is a 
big factor. If you haven't the right kind of men and 
women, develop them. It takes time, patience, and 
hard work, but it pays. 

5. Advertise the work. Anything that is worth 
while is worth advertising. There isn’t time to tell 
how we advertised. 

6. Do it all with prayer. I have put that last of 
all, because it is the most important of all. The Bible 
study work of the Moody church is steeped in prayer. 
For years the writer of this article, with others who 
had the Bible study work most at heart, spent the late 
hours of every Saturday night and the earlyshours of 
every Sunday morning on his knees oreon his face 
before God in prayer, and therein on the human side 
lay the secret of the success of those Bible classes, 

Los ANGELEs, CAL. 





[ Why Organize the Adult Class ? 


Superintendent of the Adult Department of 
the International Sunday School Association 


By W. C. Pearce 








Eighty-six classes each Sunday for the past six years is the average number enrolled as Organ- 


ized Adult Classes in the International Sunday School Association. 


Nine hundred percent 


increase in membership is the report of many typical classes since organization. What is -back 
of the great movement? Is not the secret that Mr. Pearce tells about just the fitting into modern 
needs of the methods that Paul strove to put into his infant churches ? 


HE chief and basic characteric of the modern 
adult class movement is class organization. 
The organized class is a true democracy, where 
each member has a voice in determining class policy 
and accepts his equal and corresponding share of re- 
sponsibility in every class enterprise. Unless this 
principle of democracy is accepted, class organization 
is a mere form. When it is accepted, the results 
have been remarkable. The standard of organization 
of the International Sunday School Association pro- 
vides a minimum of organization by requiring the 
election of five officers and the appointment of at least 
three committees. 

But this is only a beginning. The organization 
should be steadily enlarged as the class grows, in 
order to provide work for every member. A men’s 
class in an Episcopal Sunday-school of Duluth, Minn., 
had only three members at the time the teacher re- 
ceived a vision of the pogsibilities of organization, 
brought to him by the Men and Religion Forward 
Movement campaign in his city. In less than a year 
afterwards there were present on one Sunday thirty- 
two men, and the interest is still increasing. Mr. D. 
W. Sims, when General Secretary of the Alabama 
Sunday School Association, tested thirty-eight classes 
in all parts of his State, and found that these thirty- 
eight classes had increased 948 percent in member- 
ship after organization, 

In 1905, at the International Sunday School Con- 
vention in Toronto, provision was made for promoting 
the organization of adult classes, Some time, how- 
ever, was required to work out proper standards, leaf- 
lets, etc. The first certification of recognition was 
issued September 16, 1907, to the men’s class of the 
United Presbyterian Church, Englewood, Chicago. 
Since that time there have been organized and regis- 
tered 35,815 classes, an average of I119 classes per 
quarter, or 86 classes per Sunday. 

It is significant that during the period of 1905 to 
1911 the Sunday-school membership of North America 
increased 21 percent, almost half a million per year. 
Evidently a large proportion of this increase is in the 
adult membership, and part of the balance an indi- 
rect result of their presence in the Sunday-school. 
Accepting this increase as a basis, we are warranted 
in making the statement that the organization of one 
women’s class and one men’s class in every Sunday- 
school of North America would mean an increase in 
membership of five million women and seven million 
men, The possibility of such a tide of men and 
women being turned toward the church is enough to 
make everyone do his best to bring thisto pass. Mr. 
R. M. Weaver, a commercial traveler of Corinth, 
Miss., has helped to organize enough classes to give 
him about six thousand men to his credit. Every- 
where there is a chance to help. 


The next essential characteristic of the movement 
is Bible study. Here the democratic principle should 
prevail also, and every member be given an oppor- 
tunity to participate. This is done in many ways. 
Only a few, however, can be mentioned here. The 
lesson ‘is usually read in concert. The method of 
reading which most thoroughly arrests and holds at- 
tention is where the teacher reads the lessén into 
questions and permits the class to read the answers. 
For instance, take John 15 : 

Teacher.—‘* ‘1 am the vine, ye are’... what?’’ 

Class. —‘‘ The branches.’” 

Teacher.—*‘‘ «Every branch that beareth not fruit’ 
. » « what is done with it?’’ 

Class. —‘* He taketh it away,’’ etc. 

Then references may be given out to be read during 
the recitation to make clear the truth that is being 
studied, The best and most helpful way of fastening 
the lesson-truth is by using the discussion method in 
the class. This discussion can be secured most 
readily by asking questions that appeal to the reason 
and that apply to everyday life, rather than abstract 
questions which are a mere test of memory. 

For instance, a question like ‘* Why did the one- 
talent servant hide his talent?’’ readily lends itself to 
discussion, and easily leads to the chief truth of this 
part of the parable. Of course, all of the study should 
be practical. Men and women are hungry and need 


_ to be fed ; they are wrestling with life problems and 


need help to find the solutions ; they are discouraged 
and need to be enheartened ; they are being continu- 
ally defeated and need to be given strength. If ques- 
tions of this sort are introduced, men and women will 
participate, both by asking questions and by con- 
tributing of their wisdom. When hearty participation 
has been secured, regularity of attendance is guar- 
anteed. 

Bible study, however, is not an end, but a means 
to anend. The Bible is peculiarly a book of action. 
Its truth has not accomplished that whereunto it has 
been sent until it is incorporated into conduct and 
hence into character. The last characteristic of 
the movement is service. The organization provides 
the machinery with which to work ; Bible study pro- 
vides the spiritual strength essential to work ; but 
work must be the product. Great tasks are every- 
where waiting to be accomplished. Men always re- 
spond to the call for true, heroic service. Uncle Sam 
finds it difficult to enlist men in the army and navy 
in time of peace, but let the flag be fired upon, and 
from everywhere men would come to fill the ranks. 

Again, men are welded together in a strong brother- 
hood by undertaking and accomplishing great com- 
mon tasks. There is the democratic principle in 
service. Possibly this has been the dominant note in 
the campaign carried forward. by adult Bible classes 
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all over the continent, which is leading them to en- 
gage in the many varied activities, such as the fol- 
lowing : : 


Contributing to Young Men’s Christian Association 
building fund; the American Women’s Restoration 
League of India; the State Sunday School Association ; 
missionary enterprises of almost every description, either 
direct or through denominational boards. 

Native preachers, Bible women and missionaries in for- 
eign lands supported in whole or in part, 

Assisting in the education of young men for the ministry, 
and in preparing young men and women for missionary 
work, as well as supporting young people in schools and 
colleges of various kinds. 

Contributing to orphanages, Old Peoples’ Homes, hos- 
pitals, fresh-air camps ; assisting in the support of orphans, 
men out of work, families of convicts; and contributing 
towards maintaining social service workers in settlements, 
deaconesses to work in slum districts, mill districts, etc. 

Securing employment for those out of work’; finding 
boarding-houses ; visiting the sick and shut-ins ; looking 
after .ke poor and unfortunate of the class and community;; 
helping prisoners on parole when found worthy of such 
help; caring for men released from prison ; furnishing 
Thanksgiving and Christmas dinners to poor families; pro- 
viding coal and clothing in winter; Christmas gifts for 
children in orphanages, settlement-houses, hospitals, etc. 

Aiding temperance causes and civic enterprises of all 
sorts, . 

Giving winter lecture-courses ; conducting street-meet- 
ings regularly during the summer months; taking charge 
of church prayer-meeting occasionally ; establishing and 
maintaining libraries, reading-rooms, gymnasiums. 


Among the many definite activities reported by 
Bible classes are the following, which are especially 
interesting : 


Assumed the responsibility of managing and teaching a 
class of boys from 13 to 18 years of age, which grew in six 
months from thirteen to twenty-five. 

Organized and led a county delegation of 350 to the State 
Convention. ~Sixty-five members of their own class. were 
in the company. 

Conducted a series of meetings for two weeks, resulting 
in a great uplift of all the young men of the church, 

Furnished music for the choir, hymn books for the con- 
gregation, and paid musical tuition fee of the organist. 

Conducted Oriental Night School four nights each week 
for the Chinese and Japanese of their city. 

Conducted campaign of ‘Alley Evangelism’’ in the 
neglected sections of their community with the purpose of 
carrying the ‘‘ good tidings ’’ into these byways. 

Organized and maintains a church library for Bible 
School, Christian Endeavor, and Missionary workers of the 
church. At present has about 250 volumes, 

Contributed toward equipment of Medical Missionary in 
Nanking, China, This missionary and his wife were former 
members of the class. 

Contributed to the support and education. of a little 
rescued Chinese slave girl in Victoria, B. C 

Chass is maintaining a room where every evening music, 
sewing-machines, periodicals, lesson-helps, games and cor- 
diality can be enjoyed by young women. 

Raised $1,000 in a year and a half, of which $500 was 
given to church debt, $100 to painting and repairing par- 
sonage, $100 to pew fund, etc. 

Paid for course of treatments for a young man suffering 
with rheumatism and unable to work. 

Contributed toward the expense of renovating the Sun- 
day-school rooms, in addition to caring for the entire_ex- 
pense of re-decorating their own class-room. 

Aid boys and girls who get into trouble, and are working 
to secure a Juvenile Court for their city, with matrons as 
well as probation officers. 

Support Tsugi Kitahari, a 12-year-old Japanese girl. 
This has been done for three years, and is to be continued 
until she is fitted for missionary work. 

Put in electric lights for the church at a cost of nearly 
$100, and paid $60 additional for current church expenses, 

Conducted regular cgttage-meetings for Bible study and 
prayer, which have been attended in three years by two 

undred different women. 

Took an active part in the Temperance campaign, wield- 
ing the balance of power in a ward where the vote was 
very close. 

Supported six lepers in India. 

Pays salary of an assistant pastor of the church. 

Contributed to the support of their former teacher, who 
is working in Sudan Interior Mission, Northern Nigeria, 
West Africa, ‘ 

Took carload of poor children to Lemon Hill Park, 
Philadelphia, for a day’s outing. 

Easter offering of $710 was made for the new church, 
and, in addition, all class offerings, amounting to $305.27, 
were given to the Sunday-school. 

Two classes have united in conducting a down-town 
lunch-room, where girls can get a good, wholesome lunch 
cheap, with the privilege of rest-rooms and employment 
department. 

Class of over two hundred contributed $3300 towards the 
erection of a Baptist college in their own city. 


The secret of success in the organized adult class 
is the introduction of the democratic principle into the 
organization, the lesson study, and in service. 

CHICAGO. 
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THE TOILER’S TEXT 


A Parable for Those who Labor and are Heavy-Laden 





By John Marvin Dean 





ERE is a parable for those who must do life's 
labor and are a Fart by heavy burdens. 


Lai long ago some ‘dillisiinin thinker puitected a 
wonderful invention. 

For centuries the human race had been carryirg 
heavy burdens. All about this thoughtful man were 
multitudes of laborers faint and weary, traveling on 
foot because they were far too poor to own an ox or a 
camelor anass, Their backs were bowed with heavy 
loads. If they traded they carried their bales of cloth 
or their sheaves of grain upon their backs or heads. 
If they builded houses they pushed and pulled the 
heavy stones into place with their hands, 

In thuse days great cities and public works were 
conceived by the rulers and masters, and it seemed 
as though all but the rich and powerful would grow 
to be bowed down like the beasts, and the lowered 
eyes of the race would be fixed stolidly upon the dust. 

Then came this wonderful discovery. 

‘The thinker discovered that by dividing a heavy 
load into two equal parts, and hanging these two 
burdens by ropes from the two ends of a stick placed 
across the shoulder,—by this simple means the task 
of the burden-bearer was made much easier. 

Of course the stick would have to be whittled so as 
to balance properly over the shoulder, and the weights 
hanging from it before and behind the toiler would’ 
need to be nicely equalized. Then, once you got 
started with your load and in the rhythm of a steady 
step or jog-trot, the burdens swinging on their ropes 
like pendulums, seemed to lift the carrier along and 
the weight on the shoulder grew astonishingly light. 

This invention grew in time to have a name. _ It 

was called a yoke. In the Greek language the word 
for yoke meant also a balance or a pair of scales be- 
cause the two were much alike. 
_ In the.sixth chapter of the Apocalypse, verse five, 
we are told of a black horse. ‘‘And he that sat 
thereon had a balance in his hand. And I heard a 
voice saying, A measure of wheat for a shilling, and 
three measures of barley for a shilling.’’ 

In our text this same word translated ‘* balance’’ 
occurs. But now it is translated by the English word 

‘tyoke.”’ ‘* Take my yoke upon you.’’ 


OUNTLESS millions of the poor of all nations, 
the coolies of ancient Egypt and modern China, 
of ancient Syria and modern India, have jour- 

neyed under these helpful yokes. I have myself used 
one in far-off Malaysia and was amazed at the weight 
they enabled a man to transport. The ancient world 
might well bless the man who invented the yoke. 

It is the ancient man-yoke ‘that shall illuminate the 
tender words of our Lord Jesus Christ as he speaks to 
those of us who are toiling and burdened heavily. 

Observe these words with care. ‘‘ Come unto Me, 
all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and Iwill give 
you rest.’ 

The Saviour is naee speaking of those who are so 
burdened that the only proper picture of them is that 
of a procession of people passing by on the highroad 
to market-town, each one carrying his produce or 
‘merchandise on his shoulder-balance. It is rare, 
indeed, in these days to see men ever carrying their 
tools, much less their materials, to work. Our work- 
ing-people labor, but they are not seen toiling to their 
work heavy laden. In the Oriental world it is still a 
common sight to see men carrying their stock of goods 
toilsomely to the place of barter. They both labor 
and are heavy laden. 

Now in our verse the Lord Jesus is standing by the 
hard roadway of life, and he is graciously selecting 
the poor folk who are toiling past, some veritably 
staggering under crushing burdens. Hear His words 
-again—his invitation of tender concern ; ‘‘Come unto 
me and I will give you rest !"’ 

How intimate an invitation. And it is more inti- 
mate than it sounds in our English version. It may 
well be made more tender still : ‘‘Come unto me and 
I will vest you."’ 

I have seen one laboring man ease another man’s 
burdens down tothe ground. How deftly and gently 
and without wrench or jar have I seen one coolie do 
this for another ! 

Christ is saying, ‘*Ye toilers of life, ye who are 


Many Christians have found something far better 
than working for Christ. But there is a life expe- 
rience that is better even than working with Him in 
the manner of oxen working under the same yoke. 
For Jesus may not have been speaking of that kind 
of yoke when he called to the weary and heavy 
laden, The unusual interpretation of Mr. Dean’s 
parable on our Lord’s invitation makes the thought 
of “‘my yoke” inexpressibly precious. Is not the 
Master’s real word, ‘‘ Take me ’’ ? 








burdened and chafed or worn, turn aside to me by 
the edge of the way, and I will ease your burdens 
down. I will authorize you to rest. I will grant you 
a blessed respite, a time of re-creation, Bondservants 
of life’s labor, I will rest you."’ 

Then, having rested his toilers and given them a new 
lease for living, he speaketh a further word, ‘* Zake 
my yoke upon you.”’ 

What? Resume the hard road again? Yes, they 
must again take up their tasks, but not in their old 
yokes, They had been working for themselves or for 
other masters, and had borne the yokes that they 
themselves. had fashioned or the yokes their masters 
had distribyted to them. Now that they have broken 
their journey at his invitation and are being sent forth 
under his authority they are to bear. his yoke. 

We have seen that the yoke was an invention to 
ease the labor of life. It was a help, a conveniertce, 
a blessing to the toiler. When Christ offers his yoke 
he is offering his wise, inventive aid. To take his 
yoke meaneth to accept his strength, his wisdom, his 
very method of living and laboring. ‘‘ And learn af 
me, for lam meck and lowly in heart.”’ 

Watch carefully here. Here is a tenderness that 
we must not miss. He gives as his authority as an 
instructor of toilers:the credentials that he is ‘‘ meek 
and lowly in heart.’’ 

He is qualified to instruct them, for he is a humble 
burden-bearer himself. He is one of them. 

And only a man in a yoke knows the tricks of yoke- 
using. Only a coolie knows the neck of a coolie. 
There is the shaping of the yoke to know ; there is 
the adjusting of the burdens to know ; there is the 
weight of the burdens to determine ; there is.the art 
of stopping without jar ; there is the finer art of start- 
ing without strain ; there is the steadiness of gait to 
be acquired ; there is endurance to be developed: ; 
there is a highway to know and markets to understand 
and other toilers to deal with in the bitter press of 
ceaseless competing. 


EARN of me,’’ crieth our Blessed Lord, ‘for I 

am one of you. I am of your class, and I 

know how to counsel and patiently teach you. 

I am myself a Toiler. and I too beara Burden. I 

place all my wisdom on the way of life at your dis- 
posal. Learn of me. Let me inform you.’’ 

And now cometh avery tender word indeed, ‘‘ And 
ye shall find rest unto your souls.”’ 

On many ancient highroads in the ancient times, 
and to this very day in some lands, there were placed 
at convenient intervals ‘‘resting-stones.’’ In some 
countries these places of rest were built of bamboo, 
being low platforms of that material. 

Coolies bearing the Jaden yoke find the greatest 
strain comes upon them when they startor stop. This 
is because the muscles of the back are strained to 
their utmost as the body straightens up under the 
yoke and swings the burden free of the ground. It 
is all in the lifting, not the carrying. 

So these ‘‘resting-stones’’ are placed at conveni- 
ent intervals along the highroads, that the burdens 
may be slid upon them and the journey resumed with 
the back of the carrier held erect. It is to these places 
of temporary rejief that our Lord here refers. 

‘* Learn of me,’’ he saith, ‘‘for I am of the carriers 
myself, and I can instruct you as to the right road to 
take, and if you accept my directing you will find the 
resting-places all along the way. Ye shall find rest 
unto your souls."’ 

Then follows the double climax of this great invita- 
tion. ‘* For my yoke is easy and my burden is light."* 
It is to be greatly feared that, when the yoke appeared 


in the ancient world, men, finding they could carry 
bigger loads with the yoke than without it, used the 
yoke as a provocation rather than a blessing. They 
loaded themselves or others with a larger, more stag- 
gering burden. 

In marked contrast to this is the behavior of the 
Saviour. ‘*Not only,’’ saith he, ‘‘is my yoke fitted 
skilfully to the shoulders of all my disciples so that it 
wil! nox chafe or deform, but the burden I assign to 
each is far lighter than the burdens the worldling in- 
sists on staggering under. Those who come to me 
and do my will shall find that my yoke is easy and 
my burden is light.’’ 

See, then, a Stranger of bearing, yet meek and 
lowly in heart, standing by the road-side, There is 
a light, welt-fitted yoke by his side and a burden just 
sizable enough to be honest and steadying. Hear him 
call gut to the overburdened, anxious yoke-men who 
are passing him on their way to trade, ‘* Come here 
to me and I will ease your burdens down.’’ Observe 
that some of them heed him and halt, and that he 
tenderly assists them in lowering their loads. Then 
observe when, after a gracious rest, they rise and re- 
luctantly view the road again, that he insists upon 
furnishing them with a yoke as easy as his own, and 
substitutes for their clumsy burdens others as precious 
but far less weighty... Then note that he counsels 
earnestly with them, shows each how best to carry his 
burden, points out the way that promises the surest 
arrival, and finally accompanies them himself. 

This is the picture of the Toilers’ Text. It has a 
gracious appeal for our own overburdened lives. 


E toiling, moiling sons of men! heed: the Voice 
that entreats you. Life hath its trying tasks 
and its pressing burdens. The honest man soon 

selects a generous.load. The shirker takes a load of 
a different sort, but it is even greater in. weight before 
the journey is ended. Living, whether it be sinful or 
virtuous, is an enterprise that. calls for, endurance. 
There are hard tasks to do and grim loads.,to lift. 

Hard work is the very will and program of God. 
But he has not planned that.we should do it, without 
him. Nor is it his will that we should tamely take 
our tasks from Satan's hand and let him crush us 
with a vast mountain of worries, despairings, unbe- 
lieving griefs, dissipations and indulgences that must be 
paid back with hard, highinterest. Oh, thecrushing, 
grating, maddening burdens that he hath placed on 
the backs of human kind ! 

Hast thou a burden? If it be a necessary one or a 
needless one, do thou in either case heed the words 
of the Saviour. 

‘In the first place come to him. 

He invites you. Doubtless much that you bear is 
the needful labor of life ; but let him keenly inspect 
your burden. He will revise it if he does not remove 
it. Fall at his feet. Come to him zow. Place your 
burdens there. If you have been welded to them 
until you know not how to lower or loosen them he 
will ease them down. 

‘But mine are szzs,’’ you may say. Well, all the 
more urgently then do I ring out this text, ‘‘Come 
unto me and I will rest you.’’ Oh, the bone-break- 
ing weight of sin! Take the release of a free for- 
giveness from the Lord of the Highway. ‘* They that 
are whole have no need of a physician, but they that 
are sick." Come then to Christ, burdened and be- 
loved. Let him ease, and rest you. 

And then let him send you forth. 


OR life mst be lived and its responsibilities must 
not be evaded,—cannot be so. And if you will 
let him send you forth, he will fit you with the 

gracious yoke of his loving help. He will counsel 
you about your burdens and their adjustment with 
the clear wisdom of One who himself knows the 
whole lore of life, the whole wisdom of labor and 
suffering. 

And as you travel the path that he directs you will 
find that vou always reach a resting-stone just when 
your spirit becomes jaded. A Hindu woman who 
had become a Christian was fond of calling her 
Saviour her Resting-Stone. She would say, ‘ Christ 
is my Resting-Stone.'" Never shall there come a day 
but that there shall be in that hot day of dust and 





554 


difficulty a breathing-time of refreshing and invigo- 


ration. Ye shall find rest unto your soul. 

Take, then, Christ's Yoke. 

Take Christ's Instruction. 

Take Christ's Road with all its careful and loving 
provision of adequate resting-places—of blessed in- 
termissions—for thy soul. 

And with Christ's yoke and Christ's rest-lined road 
and Christ's wisdom and counseling companionship, 
there goes the added grace of a jightened load. 

You are no longer carrying a burden of past sins. 
He hath long since taken them and staggered with 
them through the Garden where he adjusted his yoke 
and on up Calvary where he found at last the resting- 
place of death. You are no longer carrying worries 
and envyings and selfish, hard ambitions and worldly 
pride and pomp and brazen greed and iron hate, 
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How light your burdens now! They are but the 
necessary weights of life. To others ofttimes depress- 
ing and heavy, but not so to you; for your yoke is 
easy, and you are continually finding rest unto your 
soul. And, perhaps the very best of all, you have 
found the rest of rhythm, that rest that no skulker or 
shirker can know—the rhythm of the burden-bearer. 
For a yoke is in a manner a lifting-machine. _ Its 
swinging burdens become rhythmic as the pace settles 
and steadies. A regiment of soldiers if in heavy 
marching order will often catch this music. It is 
unknown to those who do not dear burdens. 

I pray you may be daily stirred by the music of 
swinging, forward-moving burdens, robbed of all 
their terror by the easy voke, and the lightened 
weight, and the frequent refreshment. 

CHICAGO, 





How to Teach an Adult Bible Class 


By Frank Yeigh 





“ Teaching is not telling;” if it were, the task of the teacher would be easier—and would count 
for less. Out of his own experience in teaching an adult class, Mr. Yeigh gives suggestive hints on 
how to become “ saturated with the lesson," and how to present it so as to drive the lesson home, 


HE best method of teaching a Bible class is the 
method best suited to the teacher, the class, 
and the time,—a method that will give room 

for many methods, for originality, adaptation, and ex- 
perimentation, 

Teaching a Bible class involves, primarily, three 
main features: Preparation, presentation, applica- 
tion. Of the three, the first is perhaps the most im- 
portant, for on the degree of preparation will largely 
depend the success of the other two, 

There is necessary, therefore, an elemental knowl- 
edge of the scope and underlying ideas involved in 
the series of lessons for the current year, the current 
quarter, and the single lesson for the coming Sunday. 

The foundation preparation should be done at least 
a week in advance. The writer tries to keep the last 
hour of the Sabbath evening for this as the beginning 
of a mental process that will continue during the 
week. One's best study thoughts may sometimes 
come on the street, in the car, at the office desk, in 
the home circle, as a natural result of brooding over 
the lesson. 

Let this first definite hour‘on the lesson also cover 
a refreshing of the memory as to the Book, the writer, 
the period, the theme. Then the first reading of the 
text, or of the chapter containing it, with a looking up 
of references and concordance explanations. Notes 
shouli be made as they occur to the mind, with no 
attempt at logical arrangement as yet, or penciling 
them on separate sheets under leading subdivisions, 
or, in some lessons, under verse by verse. A pigeon- 
hole of gradually accumulated material will be inval- 
uable when, later, it is worked over into usable shape. 

It is wonderful how this ‘‘ simmer process’’ will 
develop, how the lesson subject will grow and ex- 
pand, how illustrations will come to the mind in the 
daily life or reading, how side-lights will appear from 
unexpected sources. It will often happen that by 
the end of the week the mind wili be stored with 
sufficient material to teach it through several lesson- 
hour periods, Itis the question of getting into the 
spirit, of gradually becoming saturated with the les- 
son. Each day of postponement ere the lesson study 
is begun is apt to reduce in corresponding degree the 
teaching force of the leader. 

After the first topical and textual study, then all the 
helps that will help. It is fine fun browsing in ohe’s 
library, or among the various current lesson-help pub- 
lications, for the varying points of view of different 
writers, I always save The Sunday School Times for 
street-car reading, pencil in hand, and many a time 
it has been responsible for the passenger being Car- 
ried past his street corner, but he has a well-marked 
paper for his pains, with a mysterious and private 
system of markings in short-hand : ‘*Clip,’’ says one 
notation, ‘‘ cut for scrap-book”’ says another, an ‘*x’’ 
stands for a question suggestion, ‘‘ xx'’ for something 
specially good, and upright lines—one, two, or three 
—carrving other meanings in degree of importance. 

By this time one has a fine menu in his head or on 
paper for the Sunday feast, but foolish would he be to 
think it necessary to crowd all his stored up material 
into the thirty-minutes time span. The class mem- 
bers will soon sense whether their teacher has more 


in his head and heart than he is giving out, or-whether 
he is so short of matter as to give it all out—and then 
not have enough ! 

Now for facing the class ;: the presentation. 

Fellow-teacher, do you ever experience an awful 
moment of responsibility, as you stand up to face the 
circle of faces that almost paralyzes and frightens: 
only this half-hour, only this chance with some ; 
possibly your or my last chance ! 

The first sentence ;. make it strike fire! A great 
orator-preacher says he puts his best thought on his 
first and last sentences. A good sentence beginning 
may be the one thought that will survive in some 
minds ; a poor start may mean a poor lesson. 

What plan of actual teaching is the best? Is there 
any such best plan ? ‘Is there dnly one plan? Ihope 
not. 

Train your class t& expect the unexpected. There 
is high value in variety, in changes of methods. A 
leader must lead, if he is to retain his position ; a 
teacher must secure and hold the attention of his 
class if he is to be a teaching teacher, and this can- 
not be done best by a stereotyped plan that will de- 
generate into a rut. 

Whatever else happens, be death on ruts ! 

Teach, teach, teach, brother teacher! I've drawn 
several black lines around the Trumbull sentence in 
my copy of ‘‘ Teachers and Teaching” that ‘‘ teaching 
is not telling.’’ It should face every teacher every 
Sabbath as a preventive of a bad habit. 

Teach as if you enjoyed it and believed it. Let 
your interest reveal itself in the animation of the eye, 
the: thrill and voice power of the voice, the whole 
physical and mental attitude of attention. 

Don’t slouch, lounge, yawn, or sigh in teaching ; 
don’t you dare do it on your life! Don’t sing-song 
the truth, don’t talk lazily ; above all, don’t ever put 
yourself in the humiliating position of confessing : 
‘‘I’m sorry I haven’t had time tg study the lesson 
this week.”’ 

Teach by the question and answer method, but not 
always. Teach by word-picture and legitimate de- 
scription, in spots only. Teach through the God- 
given gift of the imagination! Teach as if it is the 
firiest fun in the world—as it is. 

There are two kinds of military orders in the case 
of a moh : shoot to frighten, or shoot to kill ! Teacher, 
teach to hit the mark, and the man ; shoot td kill! 

One Sunday teach the lesson in the large, placing 
the verse-by-verse text in the background ; next Sun- 
day teach by verse. Dig in the one mine of truth .as 
deep as your spade will go. 

Teach, at times, with the blackboard as associate 
teacher. Teach, sometimes, to the brain through the 
eye by lantern slide, picture, or object. 

Ask questions, if you will, but put your best work 
on the questions ; arrange with some beforehand for 
answers, but more often throw the inquiry into the 
class arena. , Once in a while. give the last five min- 
utes to an open discussion. Remember, and remem- 
ber again, talking is not teaching. 

Our primary teachers know that. Let us go to 
school to them. Watch this woman teacher handle 
her crowd of half a hundred little cherubs, for. they 
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all look cherubic in the class-room ! See her show a 
colored picture of a mother bird and her nest full of 
eggs, and then what next? A mystery box! Little 
Marjory is asked to take off the cover, and there, 
bless your heart, is a really real robin’s nest, with 
three eggs, as large and real as life! Thereis no dull 
inattention in that class. 

Now for the finale in the adult class : 
tion. 

The more interesting the lesson, the faster old 
Father Time checks off the minutes. So make the 
minutes, the minute, count. 

Study the end of a great musical composition, of a 
successful book, of a thrilling oration, and you will 
get a pointer for the close-up, for the peroration, the 
grand finale, the effective ending. 

Preparation long since past; presentation practi- 
cally over ; now make the application count. 

Scattered fire never won a battle or brought a 
hunted lion t6 its knees. 

Bull’s-eyes are only possible by hitting one circle, 
and that a very small one. 

Drive the truth home, drive a truth home—not all 
the truths of the lesson, 

Shoot to kill! 

Teach to—teach ! 


Toronto, Can. 


the applica- 
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Lining Up an Entire City 


By Frank W. Lange, General Secretary of the 
Philedelphia County Sunday School Association 


An increase of 8,339 members in the past year in Organized 

Adult Classes holding International Recognition Certificates 

is the record of Philadelphia, Dr. Lange tells how it was’ 

done by a plan of campaign that will fit small towns as well 
as large cities. 


URING the fall and winter of 1912-1913 the 
Philadelphia County Sunday School Associa- 
tion carried out a very extensive*program in the 

interest of the Adult Bible Class work, which has 
brought large results to the Sunday-schools within the 
county. Conditions in Philadelphia were particulary 
favorable for the effort. The results of years of pre- 
liminary work had opened the way, 

There was strong Bible'Class Commission, which 
had been organized, after many months of careful 
investigation, by the selection of key men in different 
parts of the city. The chairman of the commission 
is a member of the County Executive Committee of 
the County Sunday School Association, and the com- 
mission is directly responsible to the executive com- 
mittee in all its work. Its expenses are paid from the 
county treasury, and its field is the entire Adult Bible 
Class membership of the schools of Philadelphia. 
The commission consists of one commissioner and 
several associate commissioners from each of the 
nineteen Sunday-school districts in Philadelphia 
County. There is also a federation of Bible classes 
auxiliary to the County Association, which co-operates 
very closely with the Bible Class Commission in its 
work. The federation. controls and finances its 
own work. As a result of the efforts of the Bible 
Class Commission the great Sunday-school parade, 
with some 27,000 in line, held in ‘connection with the 
Jubilee State Convention in the fall of 1912, achieved 
its success. 

The work of the Association ‘through many months 
had given to the Bible classes throughout the city a 
broadened vision, great enthusiasm, and a strong de- 
sire to co-operate with each other. During several 
months previous, numerous small group meetings of 
leaders of Bible classes had been held, which had 
paved the way for greater efforts. The Bible class 
parade had increased the percentage of Bible class 
work in Philadelphia, and made the opportunity ripe 
for a forward movement. 

There were several events already planned for the 
Class Work as a part of the definite Three Year Pro- 
gram of the County Association. It was. determined 
to line up the Bible Class Movement with this special 
program, and three definite results were sought in the 
winter’s work. First, to increase largely the number 
of Bible classes holding International Recognition Cer- 
tificates ; second, to give the Bible classes a clear 
vision of the work of ‘‘evangelism by Bible study,’’ 
enlisting the members of the class in a definite evan- 
gelistic campaign on this basis ; and, third, to turn 
the attention of Bible class members to the teen-age 
members of the Sunday-school and community, secur- 
ing from the classes a large interest in work for boys 
and girls. 

The first thing that was done was to hold a series of 


(Continued on page 563) 
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Adult Classes that Challenge the Community 


Three methods that show how present-day Bible classes are refusing to be overlooked 


~ 








When They Pleaded for Souls 


T IS a simple story of prayer, faith, and the mar- 
vels of God’s saving grace : the story of a men’s 
Bible class which just recently came into posses- 

sion of that which must be the ultimate fruit of all 
intelligent and consecrated effort, the leading of its 
members into a free, open, and joyous acceptance of 
Jesus Christ as a personal Saviour. 

The Sunday-school of which the class is a part has 
five other men’s Bible classes which are taking care 
of the men of the church, so that our class was hap- 
pily forced to find its field for new material among 
men who had no church connection whatever. Of 
the one hundred and more men brought into the class, 
more than half of them had not been in attendance at 
a Sunday-school for from ten to thirty years. Among 
their number was every imaginable sort of fellow. 

More than this, these unsaved men stood for the 
man with a deep crying need, Many of them with 
their rough exterior would often try to show their in- 
difference to the gospel truth of the lessons, and yet 
at the same time betray their soul’s hunger. More 
than once the leader tried to make the men under- 
stand that unless the class activities led up to definite 
decision for the Christian life it was not reaching 
its highest end. And how often the little ‘group of 
Christian men of the class at their devotional meet- 
ings would contemplate the possibilities for evangelism 
these sixty or seventy unsaved men represented ! 

The possibility emphasized the need. Need drove 
te prayer. Men learned to pray as they never prayed 
before. In the continued prayer the conviction came 
that unless God would grip men, and that mightily, 
there would be class failure. 

But God answered prayer. He always does. -The 
answer had its beginning in an unexpected union 
evangelistic meeting of the churches of our city. Deep 
cénviction soon settled upon the community. The 
spirit of God seized the hearts of men. We were glad 
to notice the men of the Bible class getting deeply 
concerned ; some of them were among the first to 
make their stand for Christ in the Tabernacle. Yet 
we were disappointed in that most of the leaders in 
class activities were not among the number. 

It was Friday before the closing Sunday of the meet- 
ings when two of the Christian men drove two miles 
into the country to plead and pray with a class-mem- 
ber, a man fifty years of age, of strong and pronounced 
character, possessing in an unusual way the elements 
of real leadership. We had been praying for this man 
fer years. It was felt that he held the key to the situ- 
ation, The men returned from their quest with no 
assurance of any response other than that if he ever 
made the start in the Christian life he would do it in 
the class-room among the fellows, 

On Sunday morning the time had come for dismiss- 
ing the class, when this man rose and asked for the 
privilege of saying a word. 

Stepping out from his seat to face the men, and 
speaking with deep emotion, he said that he had got- 
ten to the parting of the ways; that for years he had 
been fighting the call of God ; that he had been fight- 
ing the call of the Bible class; that he had been 
fighting the call of a consecrated Christian wife ; that 
now something definite had to be done, and that he 
was going then and there to decide wholly and com- 
pletely for Christ and his service. He concluded with 
an urging, heartburning appeal for others to do like- 
wise, and four strong, stalwart men, all over forty years 
of age, stood with him. 

It is the custom of the class to stand in prayer, but 
now it seemed the natural thing for the whole class to 
kneel. By this time most of the men were weeping, 
some sobbing aloud, some confessing their sins, some 
praying, some rejoicing in deliverance. Altogether it 
was the most impressive sight I had ever seen in my 
Christian experience, and I have never been in a 
place where the Spirit of God was so consciously mani- 
fest in mightily gripping the hearts of men. 

God’s answer to prayer had come. Other members 
of the class came forward that evening at the meet- 
ings. Two Sundays afterward the scene was almost 
duplicated when, in response to another tender appeal 
of this new convert, two more middle-aged men made 
their public stand in the class. A distinguishing fea- 


ture of*these conversions is the unbounding and over- 
flowing joy of these newly saved men. In their new- 
found joy there is an impelling eagerness to share it 
with others, and at once definite plans were laid for 
an aggressive campaign in soul-saving. 

The first effort was made in a country schoolhouse, 
and for a week meetings were held. The simple, in- 
formal manner in which these men told the story of 
redeeming, saving grace as experienced in their lives 
at once brought increasing crowds, and with it the 
conviction of sin, with the result that at the end of 
the week there were eight conversions, five of them 
of men,—two, members of the Bible class. 

This twice-born man of whom mention has been 
made during these few weeks led nine men into the 
life born of God. Altogether twenty-three men of the 
class have newly entered the Master's service, and 
three have been reclaimed by the renewing of their 
covenant, And the end is not yet. 

The question was at once asked, ‘‘ What effect will 
this spirit of fiery enthusiasm in evangelism have upon 
the unsaved members of the class ? Will it drive them 
out, or will they face the issue even though the lines 
are more closely drawn?'’ Experience has demon- 
strated that men never tie up so closely to an ofgani- 
zation as when there is intense life and activity ; when 
it is accomplishing its purpose; when it is getting 
somewhere. Never has there been such aggressive 
work in every department of the class activities as 
during the past few months, There is a constantly 
increasing membership, and a marked growth in aver- 
age attendance. 

The frank, open-minded fellow on the outside will 
tell you that his measure of the success of a men’s 
Bible class is not in its numbers, nor in its social life, 
nor in its benevolent spirit, important as these things 
are, but that his measure of its ultimate success is 
determined by the lives of men: that it saves, trans- 
forms, and sets in motion for righteousness. —J/. F. 
Gabel, Holton, Kansas. 


Pocket-Piece Membership Winners 


MOST novel plan of membership winning was 
instituted some time ago by Mr. Fred C. Brit- 
tain, the well-known Bible class leader of Pitts- 

burgk. This plan of Mr. Brittain’s is in season at any 
time, and will not grow ‘‘old’’ with a few weeks’ 
usage. In his Bible class he found that the various 
plans instituted were becoming tiresome to the work- 
ers, so he thought of a new system in reaching the 
men of the city. He drew an emblem of the Baraca 
class, placing thereon the national emblem of the 
organization, the name of the class and church, as well 
as the national aim, ‘‘ We Do Things,’’ adapted from 
Philippians 4 : 13. 

On one of the coins, which he ordered stamped out 
by 2 local brass concern, large letters read, ‘‘ Get 
One.”’’ All of the members of the class at that time 
were presented with these coins, with the understand- 
ing that they were to carry them with their small 
change, which would serve as a reminder to them to 
invite young men to attend the class each Sunday. 

On one side of another type of coin he ordered 
stamped the words, ‘‘ Get Another Man—Got One.’’ 
The other side of these coins bore the same inscrip- 
tion as the first coin, except that the motto ‘* We do 
things’’ was substituted for the words ‘‘ Get one.’’ 
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These coins were exchanged for those first given upon 
the member's successful venture in securing a new 
man-for the class. The plan worked well, and the 
new men were enthusiastic about it. 

This plan has a score of good points to offer. The 
foremost of these would be that the average man in 
his Bible class experience and relationships is very 


prone to think of the class as a ‘* Sunday institution.”’ 
He never remembers to invite men to attend until it 
is time for the class to come to order on Sunday. 
During the week his mind is wrapped up in the sys- 
tem of business, of which he is a small wheel, and the 
Bible class has become to him a mere thought for 
self, When he is at the post-office, bank, store, shop, 
on the street-car, at the terminal station, or wherever 
business or pleasure may chance to take him, as he 
reaches into his pocket for his money, his fingers 
come into contact with the pocket-piece, about the 
size of a quarter of a dollar, and his thoughts at once 
are centered about the Bible class and the men who 
come there, and much better—those who ought te 
come and who would attend if invited. 

When the young fellow reaches class on Sunday with 
his man, he introduces him to the teacher, who ex- 
changes coins with him, giving the coin he receives 
to the new man. There is an element of fraternal 
spirit among the three at the very outset, and the 
new man feels that he has at last reached the class he 
had long dreamed of, but never thought existed. — 
Earle William Gage, Ashville, N. Y. 


+ 
Federate the Adult Classes 


T IS with the hope of stimulating other classes in 
the smaller communities to make the experiment 
that I report upon a federation which has been in 

successful operation for almost four years. 

Weare of three denominations— Methodist, Baptist, 
and Congregationalist. Our churches entertain us in 
turn—and at irregular intervals—with a supper at 
twenty-five cents per plate. Following the supper 
we have twice had a program of toasts from men of 
our own number ; at each of our other gatherings we 
have had an address from one of the religious or edu- 
cational leaders of our near-by metropolis. These 
men practically gave their services, though we insisted 
upon paying their traveling expenses and an extremely 
modest honorarium. 

So much a large city class might do single-handed ; 
a part of this any one of our individual classes might 
have done. But the advantages of the federation 
have been manifest ; many more men have heard the 
addresses than would have heard them had they been 
given under the auspices of a single denomination ; 
some of these men have come into touch with our 
classes, and indeed with our churches, only in this 
way ; among our workers there has been developed a 
spirit of more cordial and efficient co-operation, and 
this spirit has naturally overflowed into other channels, 
Recently, when the State Sunday School Association 
met near us, our united forces were able to bring 
home one of the banners offered for the-largest num- 
ber of men in the line of march. 

The mailing list of the Federation Secretary should 
be kept with special care and revised often ; so far as 
is feasible, it should ‘‘cover’’ the community ; its 
nucleus will of course be the enrolment of the classes, 
but it should include as many Christian men as pos- 
sible outside the federation and, chiefly, all the men 
whom there is any reasonable hope of interesting in 
religious matters. Announce meetings not only by 
church notices, but by mailed invitations, with reply 
post-cards included ; this serves as a check on the 
mailing list, leaves the gathering less at the mercy of 


‘the weather, and gives some definite data to those 


who provide the supper. Beware of making the 
gathering the occasion for raising money for any pur- 
pose ; you are not after money, you are after men. 
Expenses must of course be met, but our experience 
has been that a note at the bottom of the invitation, 
intimating that the treasury is in need of funds for 
postage, etc., never fails to bring all that is needed. 
A very loose form of organization suffices ; we have 
not even a federation constitution, and our only offi- 
cers are a committee of three, one man chosen by 
each class; these are, of course, picked men, and 
guaranteed to work together harmoniously. 

I mention only our gatherings and addresses because 
it is chiefly there that our federation has grown : other 
federations will expand in other directions. The field 
for interdenominational work of Christian men is 
practically unlimited.—Frederick Hall, Dundee, lil. 
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LESSON 13. SEPTEMBER 28. REVIEW—DELIVERANCE AND DISOBEDIENCE 


Golden Text: Thou art a God ready to pardon, gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and abundant in lovingkindness.—Nehemiah 9 : 17 





———}2 


The Lesson Pilot 


By James M. Stifler, D.D. 


Getting Started in Class 


ID you ever ride in the cab of a locomotive? 
It’s a great experience, particularly if the ride 
is taken at night. Riding on a train is a 
very different thing when you are sitting in the seat 
of the engineer or fireman from what it is when you 
are comfortably seated in a Pullman car. Up there 
on the engine something is happening every moment. 
It’s often dull enough back in that Pullman, where 
you read, and read, and get tired of pone 3 at that 
jiggling and shaking page that tells you what some 
one else is doing or has done. ut it’s never 
dull up in the engine seat, for there we are living in 
the present; we are not just reading what some 
other man did, or is going to do, we are doing some- 
thing ourselves every moment. The trackage that 
seems so dull from the Pullman seat is alive with 
messages and signals and warnings up there in the 
engine seat. Up there is responsibility, and watch- 
ing, and danger, and reassurance, and time made, 
and time lost, and chances taken, and chances re- 
fused, every moment of the time. At the dreary 
little station where you got off the Pullman to yawn 
and stretch your legs they brought a message to the 
engine cab that kept the engineer and fireman on 
tenter hooks for the next twenty miles, It makesa 
mighty difference whether you are just a passenger 
in this life, like many of those complaining and un- 
worthy Hebrew slaves, or whether you are up in 
front, trying to keep on the track of God’s plan, as 
Moses and Miriam and some of the others were. 
This quarter's lessons show us how Moses kept to the 
schedule that God had planned for him and for the 
Israelites, and proved himself a good engineer, 


The Teacher’s Preparation 
[The references, except as noted, are to lesson articles in the ‘limes.] 
Sometimes it is not easy to decide how to manage 
a particular review lesson, but this review offers such 
a rare opportunity to point out how God works, that 
it cannot be missed. A great deal can be seen about 
this method of God’s working by simply observing 
closely the subjects of the twelve lessons. After 
making plain God’s promise to Abraham, so often 
repeated to others, we can then see how he went 
about making good that promise. Remind the class 
that now the passage of time in Egypt had provided 
the raw material for a nation in the existence of a 
great number of people. Then it will be a joy to 
show how swiftly God moves to make the nation. 
Dr, Thomas’ connected digest of the lessons is so 
good that it ought to be cut out and kept in one’s 
Bible. Professor Clow collects the twelve lessons in 
another way, but with the same fundamental idea. 
Professor Erdman gives a survey of God’s continued 
grace in his dealing with Israel as a nation that is 
well worth careful study. Mr. Ridgway will help you 
in getting a little barbed application for each step in 
the lesson, lest we forget that we too are living in 
God’s world, and must take part in his plan. or 
younger classes the biographical plan, like that sug- 
gested by Mr. Wells, is undoubtedly the best, al- 
though Mr. Rogers has combined the ‘* biography ” 
and the ‘‘purpose” ideas most admirably in the 
‘* Boy’s-Eye View.” 


The Class in Session 


It seems a long look backward, for the understand- 
ing of these lessons, to Genesis 12: 1-2, but there is 
where we must begin. God had promised Abraham 
that his descendants should become a great nation 
and havea land of theirown. We now are beginning 
to see how God makes good that promise. The time 
is ripe for a change, for the Hebrews have been pro- 
tected as wards of Egypt until they have grown so 
big that Egypt has become suspicious of them, and 
some kind of a change is certain to take place. It 
does take place. Egypt makes slaves of the He- 
brews. Just the moment that this enslavement be- 
comes severe God begins to prepare for a change on 
his part, and the first step is to secure a leader. Dr. 
Thomas (paragraph 2) points out that the preserva- 
tion of Moses as a child is both ‘‘ natural and super- 
natural,” and Professor Clow (paragraph 2) reminds 
us that, valuable as all Moses’ training in the Egyptian 
universities must have been, ‘‘ Egypt has no school 
whose curriculum can educate a servant of God,” so 
that the forty years’ residence in Horeb was necessary 
to purge out of him his ‘‘ wilfulness and rashness.” 

But the completion of Moses’ preparation is made 
when he hears and obeys Jehovah's call, although 
his imperfect faith results in his being hampered 
with Aaron for the work that he could have better 
done by himself. Professor Clow groups lessons 4-5 


Lesson Calendar for the Third Quarter 


Golden Text for the Quarter: Thou art a God ready-to par- 
don, gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and abundant in 
lovingkindness.—Neh. g : 17. 


° meatless 2 apelin, ha avéen Exod. 1 : 8-14, 22 to 2: 10 
Golden Text: Matt. 18: 5 
2. July tee Prepared for His 
ork, . . Exod. 2: 11-25; Acts 7: 17-29; Heb. 12 : 23-27 
Golden Text: Matt. 5:5 


3- July 20.—Moses Called to Deliver Israel. . . Exod. 3: 1 to 4: 20 
Golden Text: Matt. 5:8 
4. July 27.—Moses’ Request Refused... ... Exod. 4:29 t0 6:12 
Golden Text: Matt. 5:4 
5- August 3.—The ahr 7 ne oe Psa. 105 : 23-36 
Golden Text : Matt. 23 : 12 
6. August 10.—The Passover. .........60+. Exod. 12 : 1-42 
Golden Text: Matt. 20 : 28 
7. August a the Red Sea . . . . Exod. 13: 17 to 14 : 31 


xolden Text: Isa. 65: 2 

8. August 24.—The Bread from Heaven. . Ment. 15:27 to 16 : 36 
Golden Text: John 6 : 35 

9. August 31.—Israeb at Mount Sinai. . . Exod. 19; Heb. 12 ; 18-24 
Golden Text; Heb. 12: 28 

zo. September 7.—The Ten Commandments, 1 . . 
Golden Text :* Luke 10 : 2 

11. September 34.—The Ten Commandments, II . 
Golden Text : Luke 10 : 27 

12. September 21.—The Golden Calf (‘'emperance 

ee EPO ee 

Golden Text: € John 5 : 21 

13. September 28.—Review. Deliverance and Disobedience. 
Golden Text: Neh. 9 : 17 


. . Exod. 205 I-31 


. . Exod. 20: 12-22 








under the heading of ‘‘ the birth-throes of the nation,” 
and this these severe ‘‘signs” truly were. These 
lagues taught Pharaoh and the Egyptians that 
Sohewah must be obeyed, and they taught Moses 
and the Hebrews that they need not fear to put com- 
plete trust in their God, The next step, the actual 
night of the exodus, from which the book is named, 
and which gave the great anniversary of the ‘‘ pass- 
over,” was the signal, as Professor Clow says, (para- 
graph 4), that ‘‘the bonds had been broken.” ‘The 
incident at the Red Sea served the twofold pur- 
se of ending forever any further danger from the 
gyptians, and of teaching Israel that ‘‘man’s ex- 
tremity is God’s opportunity,” as Dr. Thomas says 
(paragraph 8) Following deliverance comes the 
even more pressing problem of sustenance. Professor 
Clow (paragraph 5) calls it ‘‘the nation’s childhood 
in the wilderness.” Here they learned that the God 
who delivered them could provide for them from day 
today. Professor Clow groups lessons 9-11 as ‘‘ the 
giving of the nation’s laws,” for now that the physical 
nature of the nation has been cared for, the moral 
must be educated. That perfect law that was given 
to them through Moses is the foundation law for 
all nations and all individuals, ‘Those Ten Com- 
mandments are the changeless laws of all spirit- 
ual life, that Jesus summed up into the first and 
second law, ‘‘ Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with 
all thy heart,” ‘‘ Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thy- 
self.” But even now we have not seen the greatness 
of God's gracious purposes toward Israel, because not 
yet have we seen him forgive them for gross sin. 
The people prove unworthy, and Aaron the leader of 
their shame, but against this dark background -he 
greatness of God, and of Moses, his leader for the 
people, shines like a bright star, Yet the whole 
story is only just begun. 


A Lesson Summary 


God keeps his promises. Oh, how many a heart 
has longed to be able to think that, and confidently 
to believe it! -The history of that great promise 
made to Abraham ought to teach us two great things 
about the ways of God in keeping promises. e 
began to fulfil the promise to make a nation of 
Abraham’s descendants long before there was any 
evidence of it. Isaac did not have the iron fiber to 
be the father of a strong tribe, but Isaac’s son Jacob 
did have that fiber. Canaan was not a safe place for 
Israel’s descendants to multiply, but Egypt was. It 
would not do for the Hebrews to leave Egypt until they 
were large enough to make a nation, so they multi- 
plied in Egypt until their hour struck. Evidently, 
therefore, we may learn this about God’s promises, 
that he is in no hurry and does not act until the time 
is ripe, yet he is preparing to act all thetime. In 
our haste we would have God give us his second 
best, if only we can have it now. 

Another thing we see about fulfiling promises is 
that in each case some man must be willing to be- 
lieve and obey God. Jacob submitted to God, Joseph 
submitted to God, Moses submitted to God, and each 
became a vital link in the chain of the fulfilment of 
promise. Development and obedience are God’s two 
hands full of blessings. 


Questions for Class Use 
1. What sort of a woman would you say that Moses’ 
mother was? 
2. How was Moses preparéd and equipped fof leadership ? 
3. Why did Pharaoh refuse to let the Hebrews go? 


4. What is the great lesson of the plagues ? 
5. What is the great lesson of the Passover ? 
6. How did Jehovah demonstrate his willingness and 
ability to care for the nation? 
A What did Jesus add to the Ten Commandments ? 
. What is your estimate of Aaron’s character? 


Other Teaching Points 


Never be discouraged with your own disposition or 
temperament. Whatever it may be, sanguine or phleg- 
matic, it can be molded into actual greatness ‘if you will 
put it at God’s we ts completely. Consider what a 
failure Moses was at forty years of age, and what a success 
at eighty. 

If you are sure that you are in the line of your duty, do not 
be afraid to go ahead alone. How much better off Moses 
would have been without Aaron ! 

‘*Canst thou believe? All things are possible to him that 
believeth.’? Red Seas are crossed, manna is given, water 
supplied. Isn’t it everywhere all over history? Luther, 
Wesley, Judson, Livingstone—God is able. 

God does not hesitate to use the most dramatic means to 
teach his people, especially when they are susceptible only 
to dramatic means, Sinai beggars all dramas ever set on 
one, stage for grandeur and impressiveness. 

he Ten Commandments were true long before they 
were written on the stone tablets. 

You can never tell when an unconsecrated heart will 
break out into an outrageous act of sin. The presence of 
Sinai did not prevent it-among the Hebrews. 


A Glimpse of Next Sunday’s Lesson 
(Num, Ir: 4-33) 

Responsibility is one of the burdens that wear most 
heavily upon all conscientious persons. Consider the 
feeling of responsibility that any good father has for 
his family, and then fancy what it must have been 
for one man—Moses—to carry the entire responsi- 
bility for the leading and conduct of thousands of 
families. It was too much even for his strong nature, 
and finally there came a crisis, and some of the burden 
was taken off of his shoulders, 


1. What caused the mutiny among the Ilebrews? ‘Was 
it reasonable ? ‘ehr Apaw, 
2. What effect did the mutiny have upon Moses? 
3. What was God’s plan in this crisis ? 
4. What added traits do you find in Moses’ character ? 
5. See if you can discover in the lesson— | 


When all handkerchiefs were in use, 

An ugly noise. 

A small prayer-meeting, 

A big bill. 

A hurry call for the doctor, 
EVANSTON, ILL, 


b 
Facts and Teachings of the Quarter 
By the Rev. Professor W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 


NTRODUCTION.—There is a clear continuity be- 
tween the events recorded at the end of Genesis 
and those with which Exodus opens. The people 

went down into Egypt a family, and deedaeel there 
into a nation, ‘These lessons commence the story of 
their return to Palestine and their training as a na- 
tion for the fulfilment of God’s purposes. The story 
is intended to teach lessons for personal and national 
life in regard to ‘‘deliverance and disobedience.” 
But the history is also typical of great realities of 
spiritual experience in Bondage, Redemption, Guid- 
ance, Instruction (Rom. 15 : 4; 1 Cor. 10: 6, 11). 
Lesson 1.—Zhe Child Moses Saved from Death: 
Israel made remarkable progress in numbers and 
power while in Egypt. This caused concern to the 
new king, who was determined to deal with. the 
people and curb their power. But the more they 
were afflicted the more they multiplied, until at 
length there was nothing else to do but kill the male 
children of the Israelites at their birth. This edict 
affected the father and mother of the child Moses, 
and ‘*through faith” (Heb. 11 : 23) the mother de- 
cided on a plan for her baby’s deliverance. - It was 
simple and yet striking, natural and yet supernatural, 
and was completely successful in accomplishing the 
mother’s purpose. Faith was honored by God. 
Lesson 2.—Moses Prepared for His Work: The 
Egyptian training, with all its attractiveness, was 
not strong enough to cope with a mother’s influence, 
for Moses had evidently become aware of his ante- 
cedents as an Israelite, and was impressed with the 
burdensome position of his people. Through some 
means he conceived the idea of leadership, but-his 
first attempt was a mistake, and led to disappoint- 
ment and surprise. The rebuke of his fellow-Hebrew 
must have shown him that some at least were not 
prepared to accept him as leader, while the knowl- 
edge of his action by the king led to his flight into 
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Midian. Here he was to spend forty years keepi 
‘doing simple, ordinary wor A and alien 


‘sheep, 
God's time and way. 


Lesson 3.—Moses Called to Deliver Israel: At 
length the time had come for Moses to set out on his 
life’s work. The call came, as it usually does to men, 
in the course of ordinary duty. His first need was a 
revelation of God as the Living God, the Holy One, 
the God of his fathers, Thencamea eory for the 

ple, assuring them that God had not forgotten. 

he third message was one of assurance for Moses 
himself with the divine promise of power adequate to 
his task, The reluctance of Moses was natural, es- 
ially after all the interval of time that had elapsed. 

ut this hesitation God endeavored to overcome b 
supernatural proofs which were to give Moses full 
confidence in the God who had called him. Further 
hesitation indicated real lack of faith, as Moses 
pleaded his lack of speech. At length God conde- 
seended to yield to his fears, and arranged for Aaron 
to be his spokesman. This was God’s second best, 
not his first choice for Moses, and, as the sequel 
shows, Aaron was a trouble to Moses almost all 
through the history. 

Lesson 4.—Moses’ Request Refused: The first at- 
tempt on the part of Moses and Aaron was a definite 
appeal in the name of God to allow the people to go 
in order to worship God. This was met with an 
equally decided refusal on the part of Pharaoh to 
acknowledge God or to let Israel go. A further ap- 
peal was answered by a still more pronounced re- 
fusal and a rebuke to Moses and Aaron for hindering 
the people from their work. Renewed burdens were 
thereupon put upon the people. It is hardly to be 


-wondered at that the people reproached Moses and 


Aaron when they saw what had happened. Moses 
put the whole matter before the Lord, who met him at 
onee with the full assurance that divine power should 
be manifested and Israel should be allowed to go, 

Lesson 5.—Zhe Plagues of Egypi: The divine 
power was now to be manifested in a signal way, and 
the various plagues were intended to accomplish a 
twofold purpose : a revelation of divine power and 
therein an appeal to Egypt on behalf of Israel. The 
character of the plagues was almost wholly Egyp- 
tian, being concerned with familiar elements in their 
life and worship. The essential tendency was im- 
pressive rather than punitive, and should have soft- 
ened instead of hardened Pharaoh's heart. 

Lesson 6.—7he Passover; At length the time had 
come for Israel to go, and it was foretold that the 
last plague would suffice to set them free, The im- 
portance of the occasion is seen in the full and de- 
tailed instructions given for the observances on the 
night of deliverance. It was the real beginning of 
their national life. A new start, a new relation to 
God, and a new outlook for the future. The lamb 
required for the Passover had two aspects: (1) pro- 
tection against destruction, and (2) provision for the 
journey. Instructions were given in view of children 
asking the meaning in time tocome. Then the events 
of that memorable night took place, and the divine 
discipline on Egypt led to the deliverance of Israel. 

Lesson 7.—Crussing the Red Sea: The people now 
had to be tested and trained for the life and work to 
which God had called them. ‘The order came that 
‘they were to retrace their steps and encamp by the 
sea. ‘The reason for this must have been puzzling, 
but God knew what would happen. Pharaoh real- 
ized that the difficulties of the desert would be too 
much for Israel, and he thereupon set out with his 
army to capture Israel and to bring them back again, 
The difficulty of the people was soon experienced, 
and the sight of the Egyptians made Israel sore 
afraid. But they were to learn their next lesson that 
**man’s extremity is God’s opportunity.” With per- 
fect calm and absence of haste Moses reassured the 
people, and ina very short time Israel was delivered. 

Lesson 8.—7he Bread from Heaven: The journey 
was not to be easy, and, indeed, its difficulties were 
an important part of Israel's discipline. After the 
Red Sea came a variety of experiences, and at length 
the people murmured against their leaders, prefer- 
ring death in gt! suffering and death in the 
wilderness, But was not unmindful of this 
emergency, and in answer to the murmuring came 
the divine assurance of ample food day by day. 
Even this, however, was to prove them whether they 
would be obedient, Full instructions were thereupon 
given in regard to the manna, and the need of care- 
ful observance of these instructions was quickly and 
forcibly seen. Spiritually the lesson is clear, that 
Christ is the Bread of Life, and he who has redeemed 
from the bondage of sin will keep his people all 
through their journeys (Rom. 5: I-10). 

Lesson 9.—/srael at Mount Sinai: Much had to 
be done before the people could be regarded as abso- 
lutely and wholly the people of God. In particular, 
instruction was required. They needed to be told 
first of all who and what God was, with whom they 
were dealing. Then they needed to be shown their 
own lives, their sins, weaknesses, and necessities. 
On arrival at Sinai steps were soon taken to .com- 
mence the training. God reminded them through 
Moses of what had happened, and of the necessity 
for a covenant and loyal obedience. The first great 
lesson was the holiness and majesty of God. They 
were to be taught something of his character, and 
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this was accomplished meaus -of emphasis on 
purity and ion.. The physical surroundings 
of the .mountain were utilized for the purpose of 
showing how essentially far the people were in their 
sinfulness from their God in his infinite holiness. 
With true insight the contrast between the old and 
new dispensations is seen in the teaching of Hebrews 
12: 18-24. The old covenant expressed distance ; 
the new teaches nearness, 

Lesson 10.—Zhe Zen Commandments, J]; After 
the revelation of God in his infinite majesty and 
purity the people were to be told of their true rela- 
tion to him as their God. Each of the first five com- 
mandments emphasizes that by the recurrence of 
the phrase, ‘‘ The Lord thy God.” Their relation to 
God is seen in connection with God’s character and 
requirements. They were to be taught God’s Unity 
1), Spirituality (2), Holiness (3), Supremacy (4). 
Vhether in Thought (1, 2), Word (3), or Deed (4); 
they were to be true to their God and his covenant. 

Lesson 11.—Zhe Zen Commandments, I]: The 
connection with God necessarily implied and involved 
an association with one another, and their duty in 
this latter respect was an important sequel of their 
relation to God. They were first taught their duty to 
their parents as God’s representatives (5), Then 
they were shown the sacredness of life (6), of home 
(7), of property (8), of reputation (9), and, above all, 
they were taught the absolute necessity of their in- 
ward desires being right toward others (10) as well 
as their outward actions, so that with thought (10), 
word (9), and deed (6-8) all true to God and one an- 
other the people were set right for true living. 

Lesson 12.— The Golden Calf; The ratification of 
the covenant constituted Israel the people of God 
as they never had been before, but their memories 
were very r, and the story of their lapse in con- 
nection with the golden calf is disappointing. The 
sin was shared between Aaron and the people,.and 
its professed connection with religion tends to make 
it worse rather than better. The astonishment and 
intense sorrow of Moses are natural, and his twofold 
attitude is particularly striking. ‘To the people he 
appears as the instrument of divine judgment, pun- 
ishing them for their wrong-doing. ‘To God he ap- 
peals with his offerof mediation. But this atonement 
could not be accepted, and punishment had to follow 
the sin, It was the only way of showing-«the people 
what they had done, and the.absoiute requirement of 
obedience to the law of God which they had so sol- 
emnly undertaken to observe. 


Wryctuirre CoLiecr, TorRonro. 
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The Making of a Nation 
By the Rev. Professor W. M. Clow, D.D. 


HE book of Exodus has been named from its most 
dramatic event, the ‘‘ going out” from the land 
of bondage. But that initial and decisive inci- 

dent was only the most marked episode in a history 
whose purpose was to transform the enslaved tribes 
of Israel into a free and puissant nation. That 
nation, despite the contempt and hatred which visit 
its members, is unique. It is still ‘‘a peculiar 
people.” Its story is not yet concluded. Its service 
to humanity will be resumed when it acknowledges 
him who is the King of the Jews. Then God will 
take up this distinctive = ig into his purpose, and 
their destiny will be fulfilled. Here we stand at the 
beginning of the course. 

The story, within our view, falls into six chapters, 
The first chapter describes ¢he Preparation of the 
leader of the nation (lessons 1, 2, 3). It opens 
with a picture of a hopeless, nerveless, rapidly 
corrupting people, out of whose ranks no leader 
can possibly come. They are exhausted in dody, 
cowed in spirit, tormented by the taskmaster’s 
whip. They are in danger, under a cruel and crafty 
decree, of being exterminated as a separate race, for 
that was the purpose of -casting the male children 
into the Nile. But men forget the Divine interven- 
tion. In his own time God steps in. We mark 
God’s doing when he inspires the driven and yet 
daring heart of Jochebed to commit her darling child 
to that very river which was meant to be the cradle 
of death. We see God’s hand drawing him out of 
the water, and using Pharaoh’s daughter, and his 
father’s home, and the learning of Egypt to school 
and train Israel’s deliverer. But Egypt has noschool 
whose curriculum can educate aservant of God, His 
wilfulness and rashness must be purged out of him. 
His ignorance of God’s ways must be corrected. His 
knowledge of God must be deepened and purified. 
‘*God made known his ways unto Moses,” wrote the 
psalmist in after days. In the solitudes of Horeb, in 
the long years of waiting, in the brooding hours, 
whose prayers were answered when he saw the bush 
aflame with God, and heard his voice, Moses was 
prepared to lead a nation. 

The second chapter describes the birth-throes of 
the nation (lessons 4, 5). Here we see Moses back 
among his people, securing the allegiance of Aaron, 
quickening the elders to a new faith and hope, rous- 
ing the people to a nobler desire. Like an electric 
thrill, swift, silent, incalculably potent, unmarked by 


557 


Egyptian overseers, undreamed of by Pharaoh, the 
new - ion for freedom and nationality passes 
through ‘the people. Then we mark the battle 
between Moses and Pharaoh, or, as it should be 
stated, between God and his purpose and man and 
his rebellion and wrong-doing. The plaguesof Egypt 
impress us,‘at first, by their marvelousness, Bat 
ap hon chiefly notable, not as the wonderful works 
of Him who holds the waters in the hollow of his 
hand, but rather as the means of breaking the pride 
and baffling the craft of a stubborn and hardened 
heart, on the one hand, and, on the other, of strength- 
— a cowed and spiritless people’s faith in God. 
Amidst a sterner bondage, and a bitterer toil, with 
alternating hope and fear, but with an ever strength- 
ening passion for freedom, Israel passed through these 
pangs of birth. 

The third chapter describes the night when the 
nation was born (lessons 6, 7). ‘It is a night to be 
much observed.” It began with the first observance 
of that Passover feast, still kept wherever the Jew 
migrates, and celebrated with a larger meaning, a 
tenderer memory, and a deeper gratitude wherever 
Christ’s name is spoken. To the Hebrews it meant 
a common altar, a closer sense of dependence on 
God, the beginning of a new life. As they stood, 
men, women and children, girded and sandaled, 
with the blood, lag gy on the lintels and 
door-posts, awaiting ’s stroke on their enemies, 
the nation was born, The exceeding loud cry asthe 
angel of death passed over their lands to smite the 
first-born was the signal that the bonds had been 
broken, The passing out to the wilderness, the night 
of fear, the passage o the Red Sea, and the drownin 
of Pharaoh and his host, with the song of Moses an 
the redeemed, were the signs and tokens of the 
sey of the first day in a nation’s history. 

The fourth chapter describes ¢he nation’s child- 
hood in the wilderness (lesson 8), ‘*When Israel 
was a child then I loved him, and called my son out 
of Egypt,” wrote the Prophet Hosea, with inspired 
insight into the condition of this infant nation. We 
are given here only one incident of this wilderness 
life. The waters of Marah and the wells of Elim, 
the strife with Amalek, and the counsel of Jethro, 
are passed by. But the giving of the manna is the 
most beautiful, most distinctive and: the most divine 
event of the daily life of this people. Childhood is 
full of wonder. It is often petulant. It has strange 
heedlessnesses, and strangerfears, But its constant 
need is bread—the provision of the father’s hand and 
care. The significance of the manna is this—that 
God is the providence of his people’s life, the nour- 
isher of their well-being, That is why Christ, the 
Bread of life, has been given to God’s people in their 
present wilderness. 

The fifth chapter describes ¢he giving of the 
nation’s daws (lessons 9, 10, 11), Childhood is given 
large liberties and needs a constant personal guidance. 
But youth can pass to manhood, only as responsi- 
bility is given and laws are obeyed. ‘The people are 
led into the sanctuary of Sinai that they may be 
stilled to reverence and have ears to hear. ‘Then 
come to them these commandments, solemn, illumi- 
nating, convicting, educative, by which Israel and 
all mankind have been lifted up to a new moral plane 
of life, and the awful imperatives of righteousness 
burned in on the consciences of men. 

The sixth chapter describes (lesson 12) ¢he nation's 
need of discipline, It isone thing to hear and to see 
the nobleness of a law. Itis another to be able to 
keep it. ‘This worship of the golden calf is simply 
the disclosure of the need for those years of discipline 
in which God would school his people and prepare 
them for the places he had prepared. 

GLAsGow, SCOTLAND. 
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The Busy Men’s Review 
By William H. Ridgway 


Lesson 1.—The Child Moses Saved from Death 
(Exod, 1: 22 to 2: 10), Mem whose goodness and 
greatness honor the family. Are you a lifter? How 
to save that boy of yours the state is trying to kill 
with a bottle. The bottle is mightier than the sword. 
Watching sisters. Are you caring for yours? Good 
heart at the ‘‘old swimmin’ hole.” ‘Three splendid 
women, Faith, Love, Wisdom. 


Lesson 2.—Moses Prepared for His Work (2 : 11-25). 
Moses exalted to high place was not ashamed of his 
enslaved kindred, Are you? Poor relations a dis- 
grace to the millionaire. Then the other side of it. 
The training out in the mountains. Moses and the 
seven girls—and the country boys! ‘‘Science” vs. 
rough-and-tumble. The trained man beats the world. 

Lesson 3.—Moses Called to Deliver Israel (3: 1to4: 20). 
Moses in the simple life out on the farm, a failure. 
And then one day the bush bloomed fire and things 
happened. Fifty years ago bushes in America 
bloomed fire and we had our Grants and Stonewall 
Jacksons. Bushes still blaze. But who turns aside? 
Blackberry pickers most. God comes to his children 
when they signal, ‘‘ My Father.” 

Lesson 4. —Moses’ Request Refused (4 : 29 to 6: 1). 
The sad career of the ‘‘ who?” man. Obey God or 
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die. Obedience buys good. Stung to save. 
When you are farthest down ~ chances 
are best to go up. Keligion is the best straw 
in brick-making. Ask Ed Mercer, Satan 
keeps all the hands on the jump. ‘Step 
lively there ’’ is a Devil yell. And when you 
have done the Devil your best job he gives 

' you a sweet smile and says, ‘* Go hang your- 
self.”’ And you hang. 


Lesson §5.—The Plagues of E¢ypt (Psa. 
105 : 23-36). Get out of the land of Ham 
right away. It is no place for a son of Jacob, 
‘*T am the Way.’’ Is a man really as valu- 
able as a sheep, not to speak of a fine horse ? 
God gave them too much of a good thing in 
order to wake them up. And failing, had to 
at last take away the big brother, their great 
asset. The lesson closes with a remarkable 
picture, a great people without a single 
weakling. 


Lesson 6,— The Passover (Exod. 12 : 1- 
42). The primary department of Faith. 
. Begins right in the home and around the 
_ supper table. To get through the world 
joyfully you must let the Conductor put you 
under the red. Keeping services the secret 
of keeping manhood. The angel will be 
along again some day, and what cries will go 
up out of the valley, cries of misery and cries 
of the spoilers, The Hebrews all got away 
with their ‘* tips.’ 


Lesson 7.— Crossing the Red Sea (13 :17 
to 14:31). The angel-guided life and the 
: secret of the Get-alongs was the great teach- 
ing point of this lesson, The cloud which 
was darkness to the lost and light to the 
saved, and so we smile when the lost can 
‘*see nothing in religion,’’ Of course they 
can’t. The fun of seeing Red Seas open 
and snug and cosy behind the walls of all 
troubles. The God-made walls, Yes, ‘‘on 
the inside,’’ 


Lesson 8.—The Bread from Heaven 
(Exod, 15 : 27 to 16 : 36). Godis the most 
careful of manufacturers, Tests everything. 
Also provides everything. When he put man 
on earth as carefully provided for his food as 
he did for the birds, Surrounded him with 
beauty and plenty. With happiness inside 
of him. With heaven over top of him. 
When there is trouble the whole fault is 
with men and never with God, 


Lesson 9,—Israel at Mt. Sinai (19 ; Ieb. 
12: 18-24). God stops on his way to give the 
children a little instruction and shape them 
up for the land of milk and honey, Maybe 
that’s where you are now. He would teach 
them how to soar. And to show them where- 
abouts in the safe they belonged. Besides, 
God would desire to be introduced to his 
young nation, But he demanded reverence, 
Still demands it, 


Lesson 10.—The Ten Commandments 
(20: 1-11), Whois your very bestest friend, 
—do you really know? ‘This lesson told you. 
There is just one way to be rich and happy, 
and that is to keep in with the Administra- 
tion. There is no end to God’s love, and 
that is why you are sending good news to 
Asia and Africa and the isles of the sea. We 
paid our respects to the ‘*cusser’’ in his 
lesson, and I told you part of a true Sabbath- 
keeping story. A great day on this lesson ! 


Lesson 11.—The Ten Commandments 
{20 : 12-21), The two **bad breaks’’ are 
those of the fourth and fifth commandments, 
Days and hearts. As the ten command- 
ments go out, killing comes in. Exit relig- 
ion, enter the Terror. Who is the worse 
thief—the promoter or the nickel-beater? 
Our newspapers—some of them. The love 
of money is the root of all covetousness, 
When you get rich mark number ten, 





Lesson 12,— The Golden Calf (Exod. 
32). We found it was not slang to get 
*-hot,’? but good old Anglo-Saxon. So 
keep right on in the Moses way till you get 
to verse 32. The bitterest draught a mortal 
can drink is the coffee of his own sin, If | 
you young fellows can’t believe that, suppose 
you go to the jail, asylum, and hospital and 
see. But when you do get into trouble, 
don’t forget what Lawyer to get. 

COATESVILLE, Pa. 
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A book that has attracted wide notice is 
** Reasonable Biblical Criticism,’’ by Willis 
J. Beecher, D.D. It may be obtained from 
The Sunday School Times Co., the publish- 
ers, at $1.50 net, postpaid. Send for a copy 
‘*on approval.”’ A postal-card order well | 
be sufficient. 
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The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to assist in the con- 
duct of this department. One dollar is 
offered for every anecdotal lesson illus- 

tration used, and two dollars for the best illus- 
tration each week. A circular explaining the, 
acceptance of material, and the year's lesson 
calendar, will be sent for a two-cent stamp. 


The Old Saint’s Comfort.— 7hou art a 
God ready to pardon, gracious and merciful, 
slow to anger, and abundant in lovingkina- 
ness (Golden Text), Dr, Whyte of Edin- 
burgh had an interview with Dr. Carmen of 
Edinburgh. Their church business ended, 
Dr. Carmen looked at Dr. Whyte with earn- 
est, inquisitive mien, saying: ‘* Now, ha’e 
ye any word for an old sinner?’’ ‘* It took 
my breath away,’’ says Dr. Whyte. ‘* He 
was un old saint! But it is the paradox of 
grace that the greatest saints feel they are 
the greatest sinners. So I just rose up and 
held out my hand to him,—a strong man’s 
hand was his,—and I said to him, * He de- 
lighteth in mercy.’ I had nothing else to 
say, and escaped out of the room. Next 
morning I got a letter from him. I have it 
in my desk. It read, ‘ Dear friend, I will 
never doubt Him again—the sins of my 
youth. Iwas near the gates of hell, but that 
word of God comforted me, and I will never 
doubt him again, I will never despair again. 
If the Devil casts my sin in my teeth, I will 
say, ** Yes, it is all true, and you cannot tell 
the half of it, but I have to do with One who 
delighteth in mercy,’’’ I can show you the 
paper,’’ says Dr. Whyte; ‘‘ it sanctifies my 
desk. It may touch the tongue of some of 
my sons years hence to preach the same gos- 
pel the old father has tried to preach to you 
to-day.’’—/James D. Lawson, Charlottetown, 

Bs &. 


When We Cease Rebelling.— 7hou art 
a God ready to pardon, gracious and merci- 
ful, slow to anger, and abundant in loving- 
kindness (Golden ‘lext), There was a great 
king who had suffered much from his rebel- 
lious subjects. But one day they surren- 
dered their arms, threw themselves at his 
feet, and begged for mercy. He pardoned 
them all. One of his friends said to him, 
**Did you not say that every rebel should 
die?’’ ‘* Yes,’’ replied the king, ‘* but I 
see no rebels. there.’’—ZLaura Al. Latimer, 
Clifton Springs, N. Y. The prise for this 


week 7s awarded to this tllustration, 


When God Was Defied.—7/o0u art a 
God ready to pardon, gracious and merciful, 
slow to anger, and abundant in lovingkind- 
ness (Golden Text). When Robert Inger- 
soll was lecturing in this country, he once 
took out his watch and said, ‘*I wil? give 
God five minutes to strike me dead for the 
things I have said.’”’ The minutes ticked 
off as he held his watch and waited. At 
about fourand one-half minutes some women 
began to faint, but nothing happened. When 
the five minutes were up, he snapped his 
watch shut and putitin his pocket. That 
story went across the Atlantic and reached 
the ears of Joseph Parker, When the great 
man heard it, he said, ‘* And did the gentle- 
man think he could exhaust the patience of 
eternal God in five minutes ?’’— Stetson K. 
Ryan, Middletown, Conn, From an address 
by James A. Francis, D.D., in the Record of 
Christian Work, 


Better than Socrates’ Wisdom.— 7/ou 
art a God ready to pardon (Golden Text). 
How wonderful this attribute of God is may 
be inferred from a discourse of Socrates, in 
whom cultured paganism found its highest 
expression ; ‘¢It may be,’’ he said, ‘‘ that 
God can forgive sin, but I do not see how.”’ 
Only Christ and the forgiven soul can ‘‘see 
how.’’— Zhe Rev. H. O. Harbaugh, Lin- 
worth, Ohio, 


When We Hunger for Forgiveness.— 
A God ready to pardon (Golden Text), A 
small boy, who had done something wrong 
and who found himself amid a roomful of 


‘elders, stern-visaged in the hope that he 


would understand the seriousness of his 
fault, looked at his nurse and his relatives 
one by one with a tear-stained face that was 
just one heart-broken and truly penitent 
appeal for some sign of relenting. Since 
that sign came not, the little one burst into 
tears and asked, ‘* Oh, won’t somebody for- 
give me?”’—W. J. Hart, D.D., Utica, N.Y. 
From The British Weekly. 


**More to Follow.”—A God... abun- 
dant in lovingkindness (Golden Text), A 
benevolent person gave Mr. Rowland Hill a 
hundred pounds to dispense to a poor minis- 





ter, and thinking it was too much to send 
him all at once, Mr. Hill forwarded five 
pounds in a letter, with simply these words 
within the envelope, ‘* More to follow.’’ In 
a few days’ time the good man received an- 
other letter by the post,—and letters by the 
post were rarities in those days. This sec- 
ond messenger contained another five pounds 
with the same motto, ‘‘And more to fol- 
low.’’? A day or two after came a third and 
a fourth, and still the same promise, ‘* And 
more to follow,’’ until the whole sum had 
been received. The astonished minister was 
made familiar with the cheering words, ‘¢ And 
more to follow.’’ Every blessing that comes 
from God is sent with the self-same message, 
**And more to follow.’”’ ‘*I forgive you 
your sins, but there’s more to follow.’’ ‘I 
justify you in the righteousness of Christ, but 
there’s more to follow,’’ ‘I adopt you into 
my family, but there’s more to follow.”’ ‘I 
educate you for heaven, but there’s more to 
follow.’’ ‘I give you grace upon grace, but 
there’s more to follow.” “‘I have helped 
you even to old age, but there’s still more to 
follow.” ** I will uphold you in the hour of 
death, and as you are passing into the world 
of spirits, my mercy shall still continue with 
you, and when you land in the world tocome 
there shall still' be more to follow.’’—-Juniata 
Rohrbach, Washington, D. C. From C. Hi. 
Spurgeon, 4 


One New Plan Every Week 


The Touch of Novelty that is Needed 
for Successful Teaching 


By Amos R. Wells, Litt.D., LL.D. 


BIOGRAPHY oF Mosgs.—For the re- 
view you may tell the class to come 
prepared to write, in sections, a dio- 

graphy of Moses, up to the point where our 
quarter’s lessons have deft him. They are to 
study the lessons of the quarter with a view 
to writing this biography, getting the facts 
well in hand, each knowing that he may be 
called upon to contribute any section of the 
biography. Tell the class that each bio- 
grapher will be supplied with an outline of 
the section he is to write, but the merest out- 
line; he is to fill it out in the best way he 
‘can, The sections may be drawn by lot, or 
distributed by the teacher to the pupils best 
fitted to them. When all are done,—and no 
more than-fifteen minutes should be allotted 
to the writing, the sections of the biography 
will be read in order by the young authors, 
If you have more pupils than there are sec- 
tions, duplicate some of the sections, both in 
the writing and the reading. The following 
outlines will be used, with such changes as 
you wish to make : 

Section 4.—(Or you may call the sections 
**chapters.’’) Title: ** A Wonderful Es- 
cape.’’ The changed condition of the Israel- 
ites in Egypt. Its cause. Taskmasters. 
Law about male children. Who broke the 
law. Why. Where the baby was placed. 
How hg was found. How his mother came 
to nurse him. How he was named. 

Section 2,—*‘* Moses at Court.’’ Where 
Moses went to school. What he learned. 
Advantages of his life. His sympathy with 
his people. How he proved it. How they 
were ungrateful to him. Why he fled. 

Section 3.—‘* Moses in the Land of Mid- 
ian.’? Where Moses fled. How he got a 
wife. What his occupation was. How long 
he remained in the land of Midian, Where 
he was when God bade him return to Egypt. 
How the command was given. How it was 
received. 

Section 4.—‘* One of the World’s Great- 
est Contests.’’ How Moses proved to the 
Israelites his authority. What request Moses 
made of Pharaoh. How he was answered. 
How Moses compelled Pharaoh to consent. 
The series of ten plagues. How they con- 
demned the gods of Egypt. How the ma- 
gicians were routed. ‘The last great plague. 

Section 5.—‘* A Wonderful Journey.’’ The 
passover and why it became a perpetual rite. 
‘The pillar of cloud and fire. How the Is- 
raelites got over the Red Sea. How the 
Egyptians were overthrown. What hap- 
pened at Marah. What happened at Elim. 
What the Israelites had to eat. 

Section 6.—‘** At the Mount of God.’’ 
Why Moses went to Mt. Sinai. What God 
did for his people there. The Ten Com- 
mandments. How they were given. Gen- 
eral subjects of the two tables. Subjects of 
the ten laws. The idolatry of the people: 
the cause, the idol, the result. 


AUBURNDALE, MAss. 





SEPTEMBER 13, 1913 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


_ Questions for a Written Review 
(To be dictated by the superintendent from the desk, 
and to be answered by the school in writing.) 

1. Tell briefly the way in which the child 
Moses was saved from death. 

2. What caused Moses to go to the land 
of Midian ? 

3. Tell briefly the way in which God made 
known to Moses his choice of Moses to de- 
liver Israel. 

4. What orders did Pharaoh give in an- 
swer to Moses’ and Aaron’s first appeal to 
let the people of Israel] go ? 

5. State any three of the plagues that were 
sent upon the Egyptians, 

6. Of what was the observance of the 
Passover intended to be a memorial ? 

7. Give in your own words an account of 
the crossing of the Red Sea. 

8. Write out any three of the Ten Com- 
mandments, 

9. What is the Golden Text of the second 
lesson on the Ten Commandments, begin: 
ning, ‘* Thou shalt love the Lord thy God.’’ 

10. How would you define an idol, and 
what is the great wrong in worshiping idols? 


Note to the Superintendent.—Answers to 
some of these questions will be good side-lights 
on the character of the pupils,—so good that 
not only the teacher should read the review 
papers, but the superintendent as well, in order 
to a better knowledge of the pupils themselves. 
This is one great advantage of a written review. 

PHILADELPHIA, 
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Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


‘* Depth of mercy ! can there be.”’ 
‘** God is love ; his mercy brightens."’ 
‘* Love divine, all love excelling.” 
‘*O Jesus, thou art standing.”’ 
‘** Praise, my soul, the King of heaven." 
‘* Take me, O, my Father, take me."’ 
‘* Tell me the old, old story."’ 
‘** There's a wideness in God's mercy."’: 
(References in mtheses are to the metrical 
Psalm book ‘‘ Bible Songs.’’) 
Psalin 95 : 1-6 (190 : 1-3, 6).° 
Psalm 40 :'1-10 (84 : 3-5). 
Psalm 86 : 4-8 (173 : 4-7). 
Psalm 103 : 1-7 (207 : 1-3). 
Psalm 66 : 7-14 (132: 1, 2). 
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For the Primary Teacher 


By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


ENERAL THouGHtT.—God loves and 
cares for his children. 
Material for Review,—God’s care 
for the children of Israel. 

Golden Text (shortened).—** Thou art a 
God. . . , abundant in lovingkindness,’’ 

In different schools this day may be Review 
Sunday, Rally Day, or Promotion Day. The 
plan of review may be adapted to the general 
plan for the day, 

During this quarter the attendance has 
probably been very irregular, owing to the 
absence of teachers and pupils for summer 
vacations, Moses has been the chief charac- 
ter in the quarter’s lessons, In the unform 
series six years will probably pass before his 
life is again suggested for continued study. 
This is the only opportunity to impress your 
primary children with his wonderful life. 
The thought of deliverance is suggested in 
the title, and may be frequently emphasized. 

Arrange your pictures, stories and songs 
so as to give a connected idea of Moses’ life. 
Begin with his wonderful deliverance from 
King Pharaoh’s cruel decree when Moses 
was a baby, too little to understand. Dwell 
on God’s part in saving him, and introduce 
the shortened text, ‘*Thou art a God... 
abundant in loving-kindness.’’ Mention 
your Cradle Roll and the loving care given 
to babies in Christian lands. Sing your 
Cradle Roll song. 

Tell of the training which the boy Moses 
received as the son of the princess, which 
helped him to become a great leader. Then 
tell of Moses as a champion, when he took 
the part of a Hebrew slave and delivered him 
from a cruel master. 

Show a picture of Moses as a shepherd in 
the wilderness, learning about the lonely 
country where one day he would lead God’s 
people. Moses didn’t know that God wou)4 
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‘and God was ready to pardon. 
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LESSON FOR SEPT. 28 (Review) 


call him to deliver the Chiidren of Israel 
until that day when he heard the message 
from the burning bush, with the promise 
that they should worship God near that very 
same mountain. 

It was hard to deliver so many slaves from 
King Pharaoh, who wanted to keep them to 
work for him in Egypt. God sent the 
plagues, that Pharaoh Smight let the people 
go. (Let the children mention some.) 

At last the night of deliverance came. 
Because it was so wonderful, the Jews, or 
Children of* Israel, still celebrate the Pass- 
over every year. That was the night when 
death entered every home of the Egyptians, 
and when the Children of Israel were freed. 
Tell how God delivered them from danger, 
and helped them to cross the Red Sea. 

How did God shield them from the heat 
and guide them by night? The pillar of 
cloud and of fire was a proof of God’s loving- 
kindness and care. Let the children tell of 
the wonderful way in which God delivered 
them from hunger by supplying manna, and 
from thirst by showing where they could find 
good water. Atlast they reached Mt, Sinai, 
and were far enough away from Egypt to 
stop and camp until they could learn God’s 
laws. MIlere Moses trained them, and 
God gave the ten commandments. They 
promised to obey—yet, when Moses stayed 
so long in the mountain talking to God, they 
made and worshiped a golden calf. After- 
wards the people were sorry. Moses prayed 
The Lord 
Jesus taught us all to pray ‘‘ Deliver us from 
evil.’’ He-wants us to be careful to guard 
ourselves from wrong, and he has promised 
to help us to know and do right. Ask how 
many wrote or signed the temperance motto. 

Plan Two,—Many schools will observe 
this Sunday as Rally Day, with a general 
program, which will allow only a brief period 
for the review. In that case concentrate on 
the three rallies of Moses with the Children 
of Israel—the first, on Passover night, when 
they gathered for a hurried escape from 
Pharaoh and slavery; the second, when all 
were gathered by the Red Sea, before and 
after they crossed; the third, when they 
camped near Mt. Sinai and rallied for wor- 
ship, and to hear God’s laws, 

Plan Three.—-Some schools may plan to 
introduce Graded Primary Lessons, which 
begin for each grade the first Sunday of 
October. In the graded series such a promi- 
nent character.as. Moses is introduced fre- 
quently in Beginners’, Primary and Junior 
Grades, such parts of the life being presented 
as.are appropriate to the changing periods of 
childhood. In this case this Sunday may be 
used as Promotion Day, and in arranging for 
three grades, or first, second and third years 
of Graded Primary Lessons, to begin next 
Sunday. Graded Lesson Helps for teachers 
and pupils may be secured from your de- 
nominational publishing house or from The 
Sunday School Times. 

Hand-work—Draw the mountain, with 
tents near-byto denotethe camp. The older 
ones may add the names of God and his serv- 
ant Moses, whom God chose to lead the 
people. 

CHICAGO. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Helen Gill Lovett 


I. Jehovah's wonderful plan of deliverance 
(five steps). 
Il, The disobedience which thwarted Jeho- 
vah's wonderful plan. 
III, The forgiveness to penitent ones—the 
covenant renewed. 


MISSIONARY related to me how a 
skilled Japanese gardener successfully 
transplanted a magnificent pine-tree 

ever a century old to the campus of a certain 
mission school. I told my girls abont it. 
It had required three years, and infinite labor 
and skill. The soil in the new location was 
prepared for months beforehand. Then 
every little root with its surrounding soil was 
carefully bound, that it might not be hurt in 
the transplanting. Each bough and branch 
was likewise protected, and, when the tree 
was finally replanted, hundreds of props 
helped to support it until the roots had 
strength to hold it against winter storms. 
As the months passed by, one by one the 
props were removed. 

In Jehovah’s wonderful plan for Israel to 
become a great nation, and, like a tree, pro- 
duce the perfect fruit in Jesus Christ, he has 
come to the time when he must transplant 
his ‘* tree nation,’’ 
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The seedling had been cherished in the 
Egyptian garden of Goshen when drought 
and famine would have destroyed it, And 
now, more wonderful than the Japanese gar- 
dener’s skill, are Jehovah's plans to remove 
his people from Egypt to the wilderness. 
Explain the harm of remaining in Egypt, and 
the value physically, spiritually, nationally, 
of the wilderness life, 

Let us see the steps in Jehovah’s wonder- 
ful plan. Not months, but years before, he 
began to prepare a great leader, Then dis- 
cuss the following topics: 

1. A leader was prepared. Recall only 
the main events in Moses’ life, noting how 
Jehovah prepared him for leadership, Em- 
phasize the meekness and faith needed to be 
a leader for Jesus Christ. 

2. Jehovah desires that a// enjoy his bless- 
ing. Recall the oppression of the Israelites. 
Emphasize one value of tribulation. Ease 
and comfort might have prevented many 
from choosing to leave Egypt. 

3. Jehovah planned to have them go in 
peace, Let the girls tell the advantages of 
going in peace, and the disadvantages of 
going after victory in war. I was glad to 
hear one of my girls give as her reason the 
following: If the Israelites went as the re- 
sult of victory in war, they might have thought 
that they had accomplished it themselves. 
Review the names and purposes of the 
plagues, 

4. They must be shown the way. Recall 
the crossing of the. Red Sea, and the value 
of the ‘unexpected wilderness route. Em- 
pbasize the value of trusting Jehovah in all 
emergencies, 

5. Lhey must have organization and gov- 
ernment for continued existence and pros- 
perity. Recall the covenant and the Com- 
mandments. These latter are the props to 
the newly transplanted tree, 

II. But in spite of Jehovah’s wonderful 
plan and their sacred covenant at Sinai, 
Israel deliberately chose the path of sin and 
death. Recall the golden calf, and note the 
unavoidable penalty of sin. 

III. Did Jehovah destroy or forgive them ? 
Recall the penitence of some of the people, 
and the renewal of the covenant. Memo- 
rize Nehemiah 9g ; 17. 

What have you learned, from these les- 
sons, always ‘resulted from obedience to 
Jehovah? What always resulted from dis- 
obedience? What followed if the people 
were repentant? Whatisrepentance? Are 
Jehovah’s laws the same to-day? Will they 
affect you and me in this way? Which way 
are you choosing? Have you caught the 
beautiful picture these lessons give of the 
Father? (Neh. 9:17.) Need any girk fear 
to go to him with penitent heart? Forgive- 
ness and a renewal of her covenant will 
surely follow. 


Home Work on Next Week’s Lesson 


What can you find out about the book of 
Numbers ? 

Read how the Israelites left Sinai (Num. 
9 : 15-23). Does Jehovah stilt guide his 
people? Is he guiding you? 

Read of the man who was invited to go to 
be eyes for Moses (Num. 10 : 29-36). Per- 
haps you can be eyes for some one to-day. 

Read of more murmuring among the peo- 
ple (Num, I1- 1-15). What was really the 
matter with these people ? 

Read how Jehovah answered the prayer 
of Moses (Num. If : 16-35). What good 
did Moses’ prayer do for the people in two 
instances? Did it do him any good ? 

Read and memorize James 5 : 16. Does 


our prayer avail anything if we do not get} 


what we pray for? What are some reasons 
why prayers are not granted? (Jas. 4 : 3; 
Psa. 66:18; Matt. 6:14; Jas. 1:6, 7; 
Matt. 5 : 44.) 

PHILADELPHIA, 


Pucker’s “ Boy’s-Eye View” 
By the Rev. William Q. Rogers 


HEN I got there last Sunday teacher 
had Skinny at work putting a list of 
the stories about Moses.on the board. 

It read: 1. A.baby in a basket. 2. Moses 
runs for his life. 3. The burning bush. 4. 
Bricks without straw. 5. The ten plagues. 
6. The passover. 7. Through the Red Sea. 
8. Manna. 9. The commandments. 10. 
Golden calf. 

When class took up teacher asked us first 
thing which story about Moses we liked best. 
Skinny spoke right up, and said, ‘‘ The baby 
in the basket.’’ So teacher had him tell 


that story, all about Miriam and Pharaoh’s 
daughter, you know, and the baby crying 
for his mother, and getting her, and an 
adopted mother, too. 

Teacher took our relief map out of the 
drawer, and a lot of little paper flags stuck 
on pins, He told Bert to hunt out the flag 
marked ‘‘basket,’’ and stick it in the map 
where he thought the basket was hid. 

‘* Now, James,’’ went on teacher, going 
back to Skinny, ‘* why do you like the basket 
story best?’’ 

** Well,’’ answered Skinny, ‘‘I like it be- 
cause I’d hate to have had that baby killed, 
and then his mother and Miriam worked it 
so slick. Besides,’’ he added, “it was such 
a joke on old Pharaoh, his raising the fellow 
that was to take his slaves away from him.’’ 

** Yes,’’ smiled teacher, *‘ that’s your way 
of saying that God’s hand was in it all, isn’t 
it?’’ Skinny grinned, and said he guessed so, 

Well, you see how the lesson went. Every 
fellow had to say which story he liked the 
best, and why. Then some other boy hunted 
out the right flag and stuck it in the map 
where it belonged. We had to pay atten- 
tion, because we never knew who would be 
called on to set up the next flag. 





Bulldog came last. The golden calf was 
| his favorite, and he told us at school Friday 

that he’d lick the stuffing out of any fellow 
| who took his story away from him. So we 
all left it for him to tell. 

He said he liked it because Moses wouldn’t 
stand for any such rottenness, and sure 
taught them a lesson by smashing the 
calf up, so they didn’t have any calf or ear- 
rings, either, and then making them drink 
the gold-dust into the bargain. He said 
Moses was braver than the whole push, and 
that was the kind of man for him. 

After we had told our stories and stuck up 
all the little flags, teacher asked what God 
was trying to do with the Israelites. 

‘* Trying to get them back to Canaan,”’ 
answered Fred, ‘‘ where they lived before 
Joseph sent for them to come to Egypt.’’ 

** Why did he want them in Canaan?’’ 

‘¢ Well, it was their own country, ’’ I sug- 
gested. Sohe had us look up Genesis 12 : 
7 and Genesis 15 : 13-16. ‘*God was just 
keeping his promise to Abralam,’’ he ex- 
plained, ‘‘ as he always does keep his prom- 
ises, It.seemsa long while sometimes, just 
as it must have seemed to the Israelites dur- 
ing all those generations of bondage, and 
the eighty years that God was training Moses, 
ut God knows what to do and the best 
time to do it. Like Abraham and Moses we 
must waik by faith.’’ 

** Also,’’ he went on, ‘‘God was looking 
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forward and preparing for some great event 
in the future,’’ 

“Oh, I guess you mean the birth of 
Christ,’’ exclaimed Carl, ‘* Was that it?’’, 

** VYes,’’ answered teacher. ‘You re- 
member he had promised that also to Abra- 
ham, so he was preparing the nation and 
taking them to the Jand where Christ should 
be born.”’ 

He described the foundation they lay for 
a skyscraper ; how they dig deep down into 
the earth, drive long posts into the bottom of 
the hole, pour rock and cement on top of 
that, etc., till it is solid enough to hold any 
weight, ‘*That,’’ he said, ‘‘ was what God 
was doing with the Israelites, laying deep 
and strong foundations for Christianity to 
stand on,’’ 

‘*Oh, boys,’’ he went on, kind of leaning 
forward and putting his hand on my knee, 
‘*God has been thousands of years getting 
ready to save you from sin, Don’t ever for- 
get how much your salvation has cost, and 
how much it is worth.’’ 

Then he gave us each a home study Slip 
with a question on it for next Sunday. 
These are the questions: What kind of a 
church building did God tell Moses to build? 
What was in the tabernacle? What did 
Moses do about the tables of stone that he 
broke? How long were the Israelites at 
Mount Sinai? What sign told them when 
to march and when to camp? What did the 
people grumble about in Numbers 11? How 
did God stop the people’s grumbling for 
better food ? 


Hints on Using Pucker’s View 


I. Beginning. 


Each boy tells which story ehout Moses he 
likes best, and why. 


II, Points. 


1. God's hand in human lives. 

2. Moses’ courage. 

3. God keeps his promises. 

4- ‘The preparation for Christ's coming. 


Il. Questions. 


1. What was God trying to do with the 
Israelites ? . 

2. Why did he want them: in Canaan ? 

3- What promise was he fulfilling ? 

4-. What eyent was God getting A nation 
ready for? 


IV. Jilustrations. 
1. Blackboard list of Moses stories. 
2. Paper flags stuck on“the relief map. 
3. Story of a skyscraper’s foundation. 
V. References. 
Genesis 12:7; 15 : 13-16. 
West TERRE HAuTE, IND. 





By Charles R. 


Professor Erdman’s Bible Class 


Erdman, D.D. J 





God’s Grace and Israel’s Guilt 


HE story of the sin, punishment, and 
pardon of Israel, recorded in Exodus 
32 to 34, suggests to us not only a 
review of the narratives of the fascinating 
book in which it is found, and of which it 
forms the historic climax, but also a prospect 
of the experience of*Israel in all the centuries 
which lie beyond. It is an epitome of the 
continual guilt of Israel and of the unfailing 
grace of God. It is so used by the Levites 
who, in the time of Nehemiah, are confess- 
ing the sin of their race (Neh. 9: 9-21), and 
by Stephen as he arraigns the nation for its 
rejection of the Messiah and its failure to 
keep the law (Acts 7: 30-44). No brighter 
light can be thrown upon the entire histori- 
cal narrative of Exodus than comes from a 
careful reading of the complete prayer of the 
Levites (Neh. 9) and the defense of Stephen 
(Acts 7); and both are an unfolding of the 
experiences of the nation which are fore- 
shadowed by Israel’s first great apostasy 
and the renewal of the covenant (Exod. 
32-34). 

The sin (32: 1-6) was not merely an act 
of idolatry. It was that, and so it was a 
prophecy of the peculiar temptation into 
which Israel was again and again to fall until 
carried captivity by idolatrous nations, It was 
a rejection of Moses, the appointed deliverer 
of his people, and so of the divine King they 
had covenanted to obey. This, as Stephen 


showed, was the repeated folly of Israel. 





They were always rejecting the deliverers 





appointed of God until the Messiah came, 
and him they crucified. 

The wrath of God and his punishment of 
sin is drawn against the bright background 
of his pardoning grace; but it is real and 
solemn, God is never indifferent to the sin 
of his people, and his penalties ever follow 
their guilt (Exod. 32 : 7-10, 20, 26, 30, 35). 
So came the death of that entire generation, 
in their weary wanderings in the wilderness 
where they had sinned; such, too, were the 
defeats and pestilences and captivities of the 
coming years. — 

The intercession of Moses is the most 
striking feature of the narrative, save only 
the grace of God (32 : 11-13, 31, 32; 33:12 
13; 34: 8,9). The rejected leader becomes 
the saviour of his people; true prophecy, as 
Stephen declares, of a Saviour, rejected, cru- 
cified, but still the only hope of Israel, the 
Mediator, the Intercessor, the promised 
Messiah (Heb. 7 : 25). 

It is, however, the vision of the grace of 
God which fills this narrative with its pecu- 
liar splendor. Not only does he spare the 
people, and promise to bring them to their 
land, and agree to go with them, but he 
gives to Moses a revelation of his deepest 
being. Moses does not actually see God 
with the eye of flesh, but he beholds a mar- 
velous unveiling of the grace and long-suffer- 
ing and goodness and truth of God (Exod. 
33: 18 to 34: 7). 

The closing incident of this story, the 
shining of Moses’ face, is full of deep signifi- 
cance. It is to be studied in connection 
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with the words of Paul recorded in 2 Cor- 
inthians 3. Note also the correct reading of 
Exodus 34 : 33 in the Revised Version : 
‘* When Moses had done speaking with them, 
he put a veil on his face.’? The glory was 
fading, and he did not want the people to 
see it disappear. The glory was renewed 
when he removed the veil and went in and 
spoke with the Lord. The teaching is ob- 
vious: The law was glorious, else Moses’ 
face would not have shone when on his mis- 
sion in the presence of Jehovah; yet the 
Gospel is more glorious, and before it the 
glory of the law fades, even as the glory 
faded from the face of Moses. God did re- 
veal his grace to Moses, yet only in part; 
**grace and truth came by Jesus Christ.’’ 
We see the light of the glory of God in the 
fuce of Christ, and beholding his glory with 
unveiled face, we are changed into the same 
image by the transforming power of his 
Spirit. 


Daily Studies 


Monday.—The grace of God to Israel and 
the ingratitude and unfaithfulness of Israel 
toward God appeared while Israel was a 
mere race of slaves in Egypt. Byan act of 
sovereign grace God chose them to be his 
people. It was for no good thing in them; 
it was in view of no admirable qualities or 
peculiar virtues, but in unmerited love he 
took them as his special possession ‘‘ above 
all the peoples that are upon the face 
of the earth’’ (Deut. 7: 6-8) Even then 
Israel was showing perverseness and faith- 
lessness. They had received from their 
fathers a knowledge of the true God, 
and his promises of liberty and a land of 
plenty; but they turned aside to worship the 
idols of Egypt (Josh. 24: 14; Ezek. 20: 1-8). 
‘here were, however, some believing sou!s ; 
from among them God raised up a deliverer 
(Ileb, 12: 23-27); at first they rejected him 
(Acts 7: 17-29), but he returned to bring the 
people to repentance and faith, and to be 
used of God in leading them out of the land 
of bondage (Acts 7: 30-36; Exod. 1-12). 

Zuesday.—The grace of God was shown 
to Israel during all the years of the wilder- 
ness journeyings. He brought them through 
the sea, he gave them the guidance of the 
fiery cloud, he brought water out of the rock, 
he gave them bread from heaven, he revealed 
to them his commandments and made a cov- 
enant with them to be their King and their 
God, he brought them to the border of the 
land of promise; but Israel murmured against 
him, ‘tempted’? him, broke his covenant, 
worshiped a calf of gold, and from the border 
of the land turned back towards Exypt in 
unbelief (Acts 7 : 36-47; Neh. 9: 9-21; Ezek. 
20: 10-17; Exod, 13-24, 32-34). Some were 
found faithful; for some repentance was fol- 
lowed by pardon; but still for the nation, in 
great mercy, God brought them into athe 
promised land (Psa, 95 : 8-11; Heb. 3 : 12 to 
4: tf). 7 

IVednesday.—The grace of God appeared 
as they entered the land. He opened a path 
through the Jordan, he gave them victory 
and subdued the inhabitants before them 
(Neh, 9: 22-25; Jo-h. 1-12); but in guilty 
disobedience and unbelief Israel failed to 





complete the conquest, and allowed many of | 
the corrupt idolators to remain in the land ; | 
by them Israel was turned from God, and | 
was brought into disgraceful captivity (Josh. 
12:1; Judg.1: 21 to 3:6). Nevertheless, 
in his mercy, God raised up ‘*judges,’’ men 
of great faith and power, who delivered Israel 
and restored the worship of God,—for ex- 
ample, Gideon (Judg. 6, 7), Samson (Judg. 
14-16), Samuel (1 Sam, 7). As Christians, 
we should not be content with incomplete 
conquest of our besetting sins, and with im- 
perfect attainment of holiness (2 Cor. 6: 14 
to 7: 1). 

Thursdav.—Then Israel desired a king, 
It was a virtual rejection of God, and was in 
accordance with the whole course of the 
faithless, guilty nation (1 Sam, 8: 1-9); but 
the grace of God appeared, not only in estab- 
lishing the kingdom, but in giving it great 
power and glory, until it attained true splen- 
dor and magnificence under the reign of | 
David and of Solomon; yet Israel turned | 
from the worship of God to the most abomi- | 
nable idolatries (Ezek. 20: 27-32). There 
were two steps in this downward course : 
first, in worshiping God under the image of 
a golden calf (the “sin of Jeroboam’’), and 
then the unqualified idolatry of Baal worship. | 
As in the request for a king there may have | 
been the thought that he would represent | 
God, but later he was trusted instead of God, 
so in tie worship of God by images there is 
a sure and short step to the worship of im- 
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ages. For this apostasy, and because of the 
godless abominations of idolatry, the nation 
is carried into captivity. Nevertheless, God 
is still gracious in preserving his people from 
complete destruction (Neh. 9: 26-31), and 
in sending them prophets to renew faith in 
him (1 Kings 19 : 12-18). 

Friday.—By the grace of God a remnant 
was restored to the land of their fathers, 
Favor was shown them by their conquerors, 
and they were allowed to rebuild the temple 
of God, and to resume his worship in the 
holy city (Ezra 1, 3-6); but even this band 
of returned exiles soon became forgetful of 
God. They neglected the temple, they did 
not read his word, they desecrated his sab- 
baths and further broke his covenant by 
contracting marriages with women of the 
surrounding idolatrous nations, Neverthe- 
less God, in great mercy, spared them, and 
sent to them Ezra, whose influence resulted in 
the repentance of the people (read his prayer 
of confession, Ezra 9). God also sent them 
Nehemiah, who aided Ezra in a more com- 
plete reformation of the national religious 
life. After a solemn confession of sin, anew 
covenant was made to obey and serve and 
worship Ged (Neh, 9). 

Saturday.—The books of Ezra and Nehe- 
miah close the Old Testament story, but 
when the inspired narrative reopens it is to 
record the fullest manifestation of the grace 
of God as he sends to Israel the promised 
Messiah. The splendor of this manifestation 
is emphasized by its black background of the 
guitiy unbelief of Israel. It is true that un- 
belief, in the form of idolatry, has been cast 
out; but real unbelief has returned with 
many attendant spirits, of pride and worldli- 
ness and formalism and hypocrisy and envy 
and lust (Matt. 12: 43-45). Tlie professed 
religious leaders ag day are the men most 
deserving of rebuke (Matt. 23). Neverthe- 
less there are some true hearts longing for 
the salvation of Israel, and looking for the 
day-star to arise; and at last he appears, the 
Son of God, the King of Israel, the Saviour of 
the world (Luke 1 : 46-55; 67-79; 2: 8- 
14; 25-32; 4: 16-21; John1: 1, 14, 17, 18, 
29. 34, 49’. But the nation rejects him and 
hates -him, and asks that he -be crucified 
(John 19: 13-19). This, as Stephen declares, 
is characteristic of the whole guilty, unbe- 
lieving, rebellious course of the nation (Acts 
7: 51-53). And now: the nation is again 
scattered abroad’ and the holy city is dgso- 





lated. Nevertheless God, in his mercy, is 
still preserving the nation,—a nation dena- 
tionalized, a people without a country, the 
wandering, hated, eternal Jew persists as 
the enigma of history, the monument of the 
unmerited favor of God (Jer. 31 : 35-38). 

Sunday.—The grace of to Israel as a 
nation is to have its future manifestation. 
The Jew is yet to hold a supreme place 
among the nations of the earth, Even now 
blind, unrepentant Israel possesses power 
quite disproportionate to its numbers; even 
now there are signs of a ‘* return to Pales- 
tine ’’ in unbelief, but the Israel which is to 
be a blessing to the world is a converted, be- 
lieving Israel. Christ is still the hope, the 
only hope, of that marvelous people. ‘*A 
remnant ’’ is now being saved by the accept- 
ance of Christ, but the whole nation will 
**look upon him whom they pierced,’ end 
when he comes again will be ready to say: 
‘* Blessed be he that cometh in the name of 
the Lord.’’ Now ‘‘the veil of unbelief is 
on Israel’s heart, but when Israel turns to 
the Lord the veil shall be taken away’’ 
(2 Cor, 3: 15, 16). ‘* If the fall of Israel be 
the riches of the world, how much more their 
fullness?’’ (Rom. 11; Hos. 3:4, 5; Jer. 
31, 33; Luke 21: 24; Zech. 12:10; Matt. 
23 : 37-39). 


Questions for Review 


1. How far is the name *‘ Exodus ”’ strictly 
applicable to the book so entitled ? 

2. How is this book linked with the Book 
of Genesis ? 

3- What is the outline of the book ? 

4- How was Moses prepared for his mis- 
sion? 

5. Name the main incidents of Israel’s 
wilderness journey. 

6. By whom was the tabernacle constructed, 
and how were they prepared for their service ? 
(Exod, 31 : I-11.) 

7. How does the erection of the taber- 
nacle suggest the contents of ‘‘ Leviticus ’’ ? 


Books for Reference 


‘¢ Daniel Deronda,’’ by ‘* George Eliot.’’ 

‘The Jews, or Prediction and Fulfil- 
ment,’’ by S. H. Kellogg. 

‘* Outlines of Prophetic Truth,’’ by Robert 
Brown, (‘The two. last-named books are now 
out of print.) 


PRINCETON THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. 
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By John Timothy Stone, D.D. 





HE prayer-life of the home should not 
be limited, but reaching far and wide. 
To give the child the vision of the 
world-field is not only educational, but in- 
spirational, To pray for our great mission- 
ary societies; for the leaders of our great 
world-wide movements ; to extend the hori- 
zon of life by broadening the sympathies and 
interests. We should pray for the great 
Tinion Christian movements of China and 
Korea and India; for the Mohammedan 
world and the nations in the control of false 
and superstitious religions. Sometimes an 
incident of illustration from modern mission- 
ary life will help, suggesting prayer for cer- 
tain individuals. It is well to collect pic- 
tures or photographs from the station or 
country mentioned, and perhaps read brief 
exiracts from some recent letter which will 
awaken and arouse personal interest. One 
can never know just what may touch the 
heart of a child and influence the life. 
Recently I learned of the son of one of 
our leaders whose young life had been quite 
indifferent to his father’s real purposes in the 
world-field. lis interest and enthusiasm 
were aroused by learning vividly of the work 


| done for the lepers of India, and this led to 


an awakening of his whole life-interest. 





September 22 to 28 


Mon.—The Child Moses Saved from Death 
(Exod. 1722 to 2: 10). Moses 
for His Work (Exod. 2: 11-25). 


It is a beautiful fact that the lives of little 
children are dear to our Father in heaven, 
and are guarded by him and his angels. No 
one knows what a little child may become 
for God. No preparation for life-work is so 
important aS constant and prevailing prayer 
and watchfulness, 

Our Father who art in heaven, we pray 





for parents and little children, that those 
into whose homes thou hast sent dear little 
children may be fully aware of their respon- 
sibilities and dedicate their children to thee 
and to thy service. May Christian train- 
ing in the home mean a readier response to 
the direct work of the Christian ministry. 
In Chris?s name. Amen. 
Tues.— Moses Called to Deliver Israel (Exod. 3: 
77 +P eee Request Refused (Exod. 

The call of God to service does not always 
mean immediate success, but is a call to 
faith, courage, and perseverance. The flam- 
ing bush was a very clear evidence of God’s 
presence, and his voice clearly outlined duty, 
but Pharaoh’s refusal and hard-heartedness 
gave the opportunity for faith and stability 
which quick response would never have de- 
veloped. : 

Our blessed Lord, we are grateful for thy 
call and for thy constant presence. We pray 
thee that we may never hesitate to believe in 
thee, and to follow thy commands even when 
thy enemies reproach us, and heed not thy 
commands. May opposition mean opportu- 
nity for us, and difficulty mean faith. In 
Christ?’s name. Amen, 

ed.— s Psa. 105 : . 
Wed The Pasover (Basa 12:21:32 

It seems almost incredible that Pharaoh’s 
heart could have been so hardened as to 
have refused Moses when God so manifested 
his displeasure by these terrible plagues, but 
sin takes away wisdom and mercy, and blinds 
the eyes as well. In the Passover we see 
not so much the destruction of Egypt’s first- 
born as the salvation of Israel. Condemna- 
tion of sin implies the salvation of the re- 
deemed. 

Our Father in heaven, as thou didst 
harden the heart of Pharaoh because of his 
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wickedness, so wilt thou teach us the danger 
of dallying with sin. May we put it away 
Jrom us at its very first appearance. And, 
dear Lord, teach us as well the meaning of 
thy great redemption through thine own 
precious blood. In Jesus’ name. Amen, 


Thurs.—Crossing the Red Sea (Exod. 14: 19-31). 
The Broad from Heaven (Exod. 16: 


Dangers and difficulties are never so terri- 
fying when we really face them as when we 
anticipate and fear them. The Lord walks 
before us to lead, and behind us to protect. 
It is also true that those who trust God are 
sustained. ‘* My God shall supply all your 
need ’’ is the infinite bank account of faith. 


O God, our loving Father, we ask thee for 
a faith equal to our need. Whatever diff- 
culties are placed in our way, whatever 
problems face us, we need the consciousness 
of thy presence if we are to win and over- 
come. Help us also, we pray thee, to trust 
thee day by day for the daily bread of life 
that we may always be nourished by thee. 
For Christ's sake. Amen, 


Fri.—Israel at Mount Sinai (Exod. 19 : 1-6, 16-21). 

If the children of Israel had remembered 
and kept ever before them the scenes and 
experiences of Mount Sinai they would never 
have fallen again into sin nor departed from 
God. Sins of forgetfulness lead to sins of 
greater influence, We must let the Spirit of 
God help us in ‘* calling to remembrance,’’ 


Dear Father in heaven, may the holy and 
inspirational experiences of our past lives 
ever protect us from forgetting thee and 
neglecting thy laws. Give us that memory 
of those whose lives have blessed and guided 
ours that we may honor thee by holding 
most precious their teaching and training. 
We ask in Jesus’ name. Amen. 


Sat.— lL. The Ten Commandments (Exod. 20: 
1-11). Hl. The Ten Commandments (Exod. 
20: 12-21). 

Instead of grievous exactions. the com- 
mandments were blessed rules which meant 
prosperity, happiness, order, and peace. 
Aspiration to do God’s will means inspira- 
tion. Opposition to his will means depres- 
sion and death, ‘The law of the Lord is 
perfect, converting the soul,’’ 


Eternal and everlasting ‘God,-we thank 
thee for thy laws and commands, and would 
do all in our power to follow thy counsels 
and commands. Teach us, we pray thee, to 
love thy laws and to make them the rules of 
our lives that we may want ta do thy will. 
For thy sake. Amen, 


Sun.—The Golden Calf (Exod. 32 : 15-20, 30:35). 

The sins which overcome us are frequently 
those we least anticipate. We feel ourselves 
secure against many of the temptations 
which we have seen and which we have 
overcome, but when we are strong in our- 
selves we are really weak. Only as we 
watch constantly, and continue instant in 
prayer, can we be safe. 


Our gracious and loving Father, we 
praise thee for thy constant interest in our 
fives, May we value this great fact, and 
ever keep near thee, that we may be pro- 
tected and secure when the ordinary tempta- 
tions come so unexpectedly upon us. May 
no idol be made when we are left to ourselves, 
but may we constantly watch every inclina- 
tion toward worldliness and overcome tt in- 
stantly, For thy name’s sake, Amen, 





Children at Home 











A Happy Accident 
By Mary M. Parks 


‘6 T CAN’T, mamma, I cannot,’’ whimpered 
William, fingering cautiously the yard 
length of neatly waxed linen thread 

that hung from a small front tooth. ‘‘ I’ve 

tried three times, and my arm won’t move.”’ 

*¢ William ! William !’’ said mamma. ‘‘ The 
least little twitch will bring it out. It isa 
mystery to me how you kept it in so long.”’ 

**T bit on the other side,’’ William replied, 
gloomily. ‘And I’m nota coward, mamma, 
I pulled Lester Ames’s tooth quick as a 
wink.”’ 

Mamma smiled faintly. 

**You needn’t laugh, Mamma Hilton,’’ 
said William, with an injured look,, ‘‘ You 
said yourself you’d rather have a tooth pulled 
than see anyone else, so of course it must be 
braver—Oh, go ’way! Go ’way!’’ This 
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LESSON FOR SEPT. 28 (Review) 


was a frantic aside to Miss Muffet, the kit- 
ten, who was making playful darts at the 
dangling thread. ; 

** We won’t argue the matter, dear boy,”’ 
said mamma, ‘The string must stay until 
the tooth is out. Wy, you might have swal- 
lowed it, child.”’ 

** What then?” 
a look of alarm. 

** It is much better not to swallow it,’’ an- 
swered mamma. 

William looked as if he thought so too. 
He gazed anxiously at the clock. It was five 
minutes past two. At exactly half past, the 
Acrobat and Wild Animal ‘Troupe of Ames 
and Hilton was to give its first performance 
in the Ames barn. William, being one of 
the ‘*head leaders’? should have een on 
the spot an hour before and would have been 
but for the tooth. 

**I don’t wish you to go until the tooth is 
out,’’ said mamma, ‘‘If you will go to Dr. 
Perkins, or let me—”’ 

“No! No!”’ cried William. 
it myself.’? 

He rose and stalked out into the kitchen, 
closing the door carefully to prevent Miss 
Muffet from following. 

**T don’t want an audience,”’ he muttered, 
frowning darkly. 

He sat down on the lowest step of the 
kitchen stair, opposite the moon-faced kitchen 
clock, It was always a solemn-faced clock, 
in spite of its roundness, and William thought 
it never had looked so solemn. 

**Ten minutes past two, and I can get to 
Lester’s in five minutesifIrun.’? He wound 
the string tightly round and round his fore 
finger. ‘* Now, liver die, sinker swim, sur- 
viver perish, when it is twenty-five minutes 
past I’m goin’ to pull,’’ said William, grimly. 

He settled himself more firmly on the step, 
feeling rather queer and quivery, and waited 
while the clock slowly ticked off five minutes. 
Then some one came up the back steps and 
into the kitchen. It was Jonas with an arm- 
ful of wood. Ile piled it neatly in the wood 
box. Spying the little figure on the step in 
the dark corner, he took a round red object 
from his pocket and sent it flying through the 
air with a smart, ‘‘ Ketch !”’ 

Like a flash up went William’s hands, 

“Ow! Ow!” he cried, clapping his.left 


inquired William, with 


“T'll pull 


hand, apple and all, to his mouth, and glaring‘}' 
- at the small white object that dangled from 


his right fore finger. 
out!” 

‘*Good-bye, mamma, I’m going,” he 
shouted, flying out the door and down the 
Street, 


Kansas City, Mo, 


“Oh, it’s out! It’s 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 








Sunday, September 28, 1913 


Missionary Essentials, at Home and 
Abroad. III, Giving (2 Cor. 9 : 6-15). 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 


Mon.—Bible rule (Deut. 16 : 17). 

‘lUES,—Give secretly (Matt. 6 : 1-4). 

WED. —Give systematically (1 Cor. 16 : 1,2). 

‘THURS. —Give liberally (2 Cor. 9 : 1-12). 

FrI.—According to ability (Acts 11 : 29; 
2 Cor. 8 : 12-15). 

SatT.—Money and time (Exod. 35 : 4-10). 











Why is it our duty to give to missions ? 
What should be the measure of giving ? 
What becomes of our gifts ? 


IVING is the proof of loving. ‘God 
so loved that he gave.’’ ‘* Herein is 
love, not that we loved God, but that 

he loved us’’ and that he gave. The love 
that did not want to give would be a kind of 
love of which we know nothing. We may 
be sure that absence of giving on the part of 
Christians is a proof of absence of loving. 
And if we have money or can earn 
money, it is certain that the giving of money 
will be part of our giving. It was established 
at once as a practice in the churches which 
Paul founded, that the new Christians shouid 
give of their money, and a system was rec- 
ommended by Paul himself in 1 Corinthians 


16: 2, 


‘* Let each one of you (Individually), 
Upon the first day of the week, lay by him in 
store (Systematically), 
As he may prosper (Proportionately).” 
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There is no better practice than this, and 
many churches are realizing it, and are en- 
joying a rich blessing from God upon all 
their work as a result of their fidelity in 
giving. ‘ 


So convinced are many of the churches 
that this is God’s will for them that there is 
now under way a united missionary campaign 
of all the churches, and representing all 
missionary work, to interest all the churches 
of the country in an every-member canvass 
by each church of its entire congregation in 
the month of March, with a view to enlisting 
every member of every congregation in the 
plan of weekly subscriptions to the benevo- 
lences of the church, If this plan has not 
yet been adopted in your church, write at 
once to your Board of Home or Foreign 
Missions, and ask how you can secure its 
introduction, 


d 


A plan like this supplies the method for 
the congregation, but it remains for the indi- 
vidual to determine what proportion of his 
income ‘he shall give, and how he shall dis- 
tribute it, ‘There will be abundance to dis- 
tiibute if each Christian will decide to give 
not less than one-tenth, The Jews gave far 
more than a tenth in regular annual dues, 
and when a special thing was to be done, 
they overflowed in eagerness to do it. Read 
Exodus 36: 1-7. 





If te Jems gave a tithe in addition to first- 
fruits and all their other offerings, shall we 
Christians give less? ‘Jf it is lawful to 
spend more than nine-tenths on one’s self,’’ 
says Dr, F. O. Ballard, ‘*then a Christian 
has a right to be more selfish than a Jew, 
and Christianity has lowered a virtue.”’ 


** Very earnest,’* said once a report of a 
Mildmay Missionary Conference, ‘ should 
be the endeavor of Christian men and wo- 
men, in days like these, to lay aside the lux- 
ury and ease to which the profuse outlay of 
our modern civilization tempts us all, to re- 
duce all excess in personal and social expen- 
diture, and study that God’s gifts shall be 
employed only for the right uses of life, and 
under a sacred sense of stewardship to him.”’ 


% 


And probably no other cause in the world 
does draw out from loving hearts such sacri- 
ficial gifts.as missions, A poor woman sent 
thirty cents with the letter, ‘* Llaving taught 
her only little one (now in heaven) the way 
to a precious Saviour, she longs that the 
little ones.of China should be told of Him 
who said, ‘Suffer the little children to come 
unto me.’ She longs to tell them herself, 
but illness and want of means prevent her 
doing so, God bless China.” 


% 


If we love, we will give gladly. And whom 
does the Lord love ? 





The Movement with 





a “Secret Service ” 


Triumphs of a quarter century in the world-wide ‘‘ Baraca- Philathea ”* 
work, told by its founder and president, ‘‘ the man who wants a million” 





Marshall A. Hudson, led to Christ when thirty-two, after twelve years of a 
business life lived apart from God, faced the hard struggle of choosing 
between his prosperous business and the work for men that was opening 


before him. 


One by one his three crockery stores were given up as oppor- 


tunities for winning men to Christ poured in, and, in 1905, all his.time and 
fortune were placed at the disposal of the Master and given to the work of 


winning a million men through the Baraca classes. 


Mr. Hudson gives a 


sketch here of what God‘has done in these years, and another prominent 


' deader in the work, at Mr. Hudson’s request, writes of what the 


Philathea movement stands for, 


araca and . 


The life of the founder is typical of the 


purpose of the classes ; it is a story of life poured out for God to use, and 
so it is a story of triumph. 


REMEMBER well when in 1890, in the 
city of Syracuse, N. Y., eighteen young 
men gathered in the auditorium of an 

unfinished church for their ‘‘ strictly men’s ”’ 
Bible class. As they found the seats cov- 
ered with dirt and calsomine, they**‘ roosted ”’ 
on the backs of the seats, the teacher stand- 
ing on the front seat. This was the first 
meeting of the Baraca Bible Class, which 
now,,’ with the Philatheas (the women’s 
classes), has over ten thousand classes in the 
world, with nearly a million members. No 
one that hot summer day would have thought, 
or seen the vision over the heads of those 
eighteen men, of such a vast movement as 
the World-Wide Baraca-Philathea Move- 
ment. To-day every denomination is ‘using 
its splendid plans with success, and during 
the past year over twenty-four thousand 
young people have joined the church from 
these classes alone. Who can help but ex- 
claim, ‘‘ What hath God wrought!’’ Surely 
the eighteen young men were on holy ground 
and: ‘‘ they knew it not,’’ 

The Philathea Class, for women, was 
formed in that same church, and together 
they have been used of God in giving that 
one church over eight hwndred members, 
That church, which was the birthplace of 
the Baraca-Philathea movement, to-day has 
nearly two thousand members, and is build- 
ing a $350,000 building, which will be open 
night and day as “‘a friend for the friend- 
less.’? When these classes were first formed 
the church numbered two hundred members. 

To-day the World-Wide Baraca-Philathea 
Union circulates from its office in Syracuse 
over one million free leaflets, constitutions, 
and helps for the formation of the Baraca 
and Philathea Bible Classes, This literature 
also goes into foreign lands, and is printed in 
Italian, Japanese, and Spanish. That the 
work is still in its infancy is shown by its 
rapid growth during the past year. In one 
state alone they formed. either a Baraca or 
Philathea class every twenty-four hours of 





the year on an average. 
**What hath God wrought’’ in the indi- | 
vidual lives of the men and women in these | 


classes? Did it seem to be a little thing for 
a millionaire Bible class leader to spend a 
few minutes with a Baraca boy in prayer in 
the church aisle? God can do great things 
with a boy, and to-day the boy has grown to 
be one of the leading pastors of his denomi- 
nation, with over six thousand souls won to 
Christ. With his church crowded to the 
doors he has time for a big Baraca class and 
a fine Philathea class, the members of whicli 
are coming in as new church members every 
week, Nearly $100,000 has been expended 
by his church for a large institutional build- 
ing for his Baracas and Philatheas, and these 
two classes are a live asset to his church. 

Hundreds of churches have been saved 
from disbanding, and thousands of churches 
have been revived, by these two forms of 
Bible class. ‘God has indeed wrought won- 
ders with the ‘‘ Baraca-Philathea idea,’’ and 
thousands of churches have found that the 
classes are the ‘spiritual life’’ of their 
church, ; 

Some opposition has come, but God rules, 
and there is a survival of his plans, ‘The 
World-Wide Baraca-Philathea Union is now 
forming a vast army of ‘‘ Baraca Boys’? and 
‘* Philathea Girls ”’ in its ‘‘ Inter-M’’ depart- 
ment, Every Baraca and Philathea class is 
expected to try to form an ‘‘ Inter-M ”’ Bar- 
aca or Philathea for the boys and girls of its 
own church, A vision of the worth of the 
boy and girl is coming before our elasses. 

‘*What hath God wrought’’ among the 
laboring men by this movement? Thousands 
of lives have been transformed. The swear- 
ing cartman was brought to Christ by a Baraca 
teacher and told that God would put prayer 
in place of swear in his mouth. $400,000 
fora Y. M. C. A. and $300,000 for a great 
church were largely financed by a Baraca 
teacher, A moving picture show was not 
put into an old church, but the church was 
bought and financed for an Italian mission 
by a Baraca. ‘*God hath wrought”? the re- 
demption of over five hundred men in one 
class alone, and last year over thirty-six hun- 
dred men and women were reached for the 
church in one state in these classes. The lives 
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of men have been turned and led into use- 
fulness ; a street loafer has been touched and 
has become one of the most valuable engrav- 
ers on the staff of a leading New York City 
paper; a schoolboy has been saved, and 
to- !ay is one of the best dentists in the city; 
another has become a merchant; another a 
leading lawyer; another a banker; and 
many are egos and missionaries. God 
has wrought much in the first class; but 
many other classes have a similar history. 

Seven hundred and thirty-nine members 
are in a Baraca class in a Methodist church 
in Virginia which is taught by a busy, conse- 
crated judge; and they are out for a thou- 
sand men for Christ. Thousands of churches 
are rebuilt and many new churches built by 
these classes. To some this great work has 
seemed strange, in view of its untrained 
leaders; but to the leaders it has seemed as 
though they had nothing of importance to 
do but to follow God. God is in the lead; 
and as new avenues open, to the workers’ 
surprise God has raised up a host of friends 
who have been seemingly waiting to co-ope- 
rate with them, And they are led to ex- 
claim, “ Not by might, nor by power, but by 
my spirit, saith the Lord.” 





What These Classes Stand For 


ri OUNG men at work for young men 
(or young women at work for young 
women), all standing by the Bible, 

the Sunday-school, and the church.’’ 
On this platform all Baraca - Philathea 
classes are bailded,—a platform which in- 
spires to noblest Christian manhood and 


‘womanhood through loyalty to the best 
| things for which a Bible class can stand, 


Baraca means ‘‘ Blessed’? (2 Chron. 20: 


| 26). We aim to make happy, or blessed, 





all who come within our circle. Here, in- 
deed, is the Christlike spirit, as well as much 
of human interest and, human appeal. Thi- 
lathea means ‘* Lovers of truth,’’—lovers of 
the ‘Truth that gives to its possessors an 
assurance of the genuineness and worth of 
life, —the truth and happiness which cannot 
be dug from the eartli, or pulled-down from 
the skies, or tracked through the wildeiness, 
but comes like light, and sweet breezes to 
those. whose hands are busy, whose minds 
are open, wnose hearts are kind. The secret 
of these gifts offered by the Baraca-Philathea 
classes? Heart union with the living Christ. 
The Baraca-Philathea Movement his sev- 
eral features which make ‘it unique among 
the numerous Bible class movements that are 
sweeping’ through Christendom as the very 
breezes from heaven. The names Baraca- 
Philathea have a peculiar attractiveness all 
their own, There is enough of the mysteri- 
ous about them to awaken curiosity, yet their 
inner meaning is inspirational to the initiated. 
The platform emphasizes. loyalty to the Sun- 
day-school and to the church, and the splen- 
did history of the loyalty of its hundreds of 
thousands of members testifies that this plat- 
form was God-inspired. Yet while empha- 
sizing loyalty to both school and church, the 
names Baraca-Philathea are free from any 
denominational association ; and experience 
proves this feature to be a tremendous asset 
in winning young men and women who have 
become indifferent to church work. These 
classes stand as the point of contact between 
the unchurched masses and the church. The 
class throws open its doors to all,—it in- 
vites saint and sinner to come within and 
seek together the truth as the Holy Spirit 
reveals it to them while they delve into the 
hidden wealth of the Bible. Men and women 
cannot long earnestly study the Bible without 
receiving ever-enlarging visions of God’s love 
and purpose, and a quickening of all that is 
best in the heart through the saving friend- 
ship of his Son, The Baraca - Philathea 
classes understand this, and know that after 
the indifferent man or woman is once won 
into their fellowship, Bible study and the 
magic influence of the secret prayers of the 
class members soon lead to decision for 
Christ, when church-membership and loyalty 
follow as naturally as the flower turns to the 
sun, Any member is free to unite with any 
church ; the main thing aimed at is to win 
him to Christ, and the first step toward this 
is winning him into the class fellowship. 
Another feature which gives the Baraca- 
Philathea Movement a unique place in the 
great Adult Bible Class propaganda is its- 
provision for the practical application of the 
co-operative spirit in the spiritual department 
of the class life. In most organized classes, 
the plan is for the class to take charge of the 


( Continued on next page) 
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What Place has Music 
in Christ’s Work on 


Earth To-day? 


OU are likely to find the best 
singing in congregations or meet- 
ings where the sense of the presence 
of God is keenest. For religious mu- 
sic of the right sort is one of the most 
searching, uplifting forms of prayer 
and praise that we can take part in. 
If this is so, it is no small matter to 
have the music of the Sunday-school 
and the church at its best. 
The Sunday School Times wants to 
help you to have the music of all your 
church life atits best. It has planned 








a special ** Church and Sunday-_ 


School Music Number ”’ for the issue 
of September 27. Here are some of 
the features of that number. 


A SUNDAY-SCHOOL superintend- 
ent once aynounced that during 

the singing of the next hymn cer- 
tain matter would be distributed to the 
classes. He was shocked when some 
one made the suggestion, ‘' Please let 
this be done while you are praying.” 
Yet singing ought to be just as much 
the worship of God as prayer. If you 
would read a fresh, challenging message 
on the subject, look out for the article 
** How to Help or Hinder the Worship of 
Singing.” 


MONG the many present-day suc- 
cessors to Ira D. Sankey, CHARLES 
M. ALEXANDER has had perhaps 
as remarkable experiences as any in his 
fellowship, first with Dr, Torrey, then 
with Dr. Chapman, in. ide evan- 
gelism. “The Soul-Winning Power of 
Song ’’ is the theme of an article that is 
expected for publication in the Music 
Number of the Times, out of Mr. Alex- 
ander’s personal experience. He will 
tell what he has seen of God’s use of 
music to lead men out of death into the 
life of His Son. 


HE townspeople were agog over the 
fact that Mary Windsor was hav- 
ing her voice trained, ‘There were 

all sorts of speculations as to what the 
outcome would be. There were mustle- 
lovers in the town, who hoped eagerly 
that they would be rewarded for pa- 
tiently awaiting the result of the faith- 
ful practising which Mary was doing. 
Then came the Benefit Coricert, and, 
against her will, Mary Windsor had to 
take part. ‘* The Singing at Silvérton,”’ 
by Nancy Byrp Turne, tells the story 
of that eventful evening. 


ah eee nema of special music for 
Sunday-school use know how often 
the property and rights of the pub- 
lisher or proprietor of the music (whether 
or or unconsciously) are ig- 
nored and misused through the unau- 
thorized reproduction for local use of 
copyright matter, and through the se- 
curing of samples free of charge. This 


vexed question will be taken up edi- 
torially in the department of Notes on | 
Open Letters, as a contribution tothe best 


life of the school and the interests of the 
publishers. - 


A’ AMERICAN leader of wide ex- 
perience will be interviewed on 


the subject *‘ Wuy I BELIEVE IN | 


THE Best Licuter Music.” A Britisu 
leader of wide experience will write on 


‘“ Wuy I BEeLreve IN THE More Ciassi- | 
The two articles do not | 


caL Music.” 
constitute a debate, but offer the reader 
_ an unusual opportunity of seeing the 
best in both sides of the question. Edi- 
torially the Times believes that there is 


really no conflict here, but that both , 


kinds of music are needed in Sunday- 
school and other services. 
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various activities of the class, placing upon 
the éeacher the responsibility for the spiritual 
welfare of the members. Not so in the 
Baraca-Philathea classes. The very genius 
of this movement lies in the fact that definite 
rovision is made for placing upon the mem- 
rs the responsibility for keeping the spirit- 
ual life of the class at its best, and for train- 
ing and developing them as personal soul- 
winners, The heart-throb of the spiritual 
life of these classes is steady and strong, be- 
cause the very heart of each class is a ‘* Secret 
Seryice.”’ 

In the beginning of things the ‘Secret 
Service’’ became a vital principle of the 
Baraca-Philathea movement. It is a won- 
derful story, showing in no unmistakable 
terms divine inspiration, guidance, and ap- 
proval. Briefly, the Secret Service is a band 
of the most devoted members of the class 
who engage daily at a given hour in secret 
prayer for the members of the class who have 
not yet come into the light. They also meet 
together once a month for united prayer. 
‘The results of this prayer-plan read like a 
record of modern-day miracles, Not only is 
this definite plan. made for enlisting all in 
the great work of soul-winning, but first em- 
phasis is laid upon this feature of the work. 
‘Thus is generated the motor power for the va- 
rious activities by which the class provides for 
all-round development of Christian character. 

Well might be mentioned here the inspi- 
rational slogan, ** We do things,’’ which has 
led these classes to unite their forces and 
direct their energy along the lines of Chris- 
tian social service ; but this is not so mucha 
foundation principle as a natural outgrowth 
of the spiritual power developed through 
laying first emphasis upon Bible study, prayer, 
and soul-winning. 

Added to all these is the power generated 
through success, To-day the name Baraca 
or Philathea is a real asset to anyclass. ‘The 
very names carry with them the touch of 
success, Back of any such class stands a 
strong, well-organized, religious, fraternal 
world-wide organization, many state organi- 
zations, and in numerous places county and 
city unions. Back of the weakest class is 
the strength of the whole. To join a Baraca 
or Philathea class to-day is to enter a circle 
of godly friendship that now encircles the 
globe. A young' man or young woman 
leaves the home class, travels across the con- 
tinent, and finds a Bible-class home in the 
new country. The Baraca or Philathea mem- 
ber does not easily drift away from home 
religious habits, or feel a stranger in a strange 
land. Any Baraca or Philathea class is 
‘*home,’’ and the shelter and protection 
and comfort of home are immediately afforded 
to the stranger within the gates. 

The Baraca and Philathea conventions are 
an asset to a class. At these conventions 
one does not learn so much about new meth- 
ods, but the delegates are given a never-to- 
be-forgotten vision of God and his power, 
and receive such an uplift of heart and soul 
as permeates into every class represented, 
and helps the workers to utilize any method 
better, and to ‘¢do things’’ in the spirit of 
the national motto, **I can do all things 
through Christ who strengtheneth me.’’ 

The constitution is very simple. A copy 
may be obtained free of charge upon appli- 
cation to Baraca-Philathea National Head- 
quariers, Syracuse, N. Y. The plan of 
work is equally adaptable to the big city in- 
stitutional church and the class in the little red 
schoolhouse by the country roadside. Any 





one may form a class, and any one may be- 
long. Usually the older persons are grouped 
in one class, and the younger people by 
themselves. Provision is also made for 
, classes in the Intermediate department,— 
|for the Baracas and Philatheas believe 
strongly in helping the boy and the girl, and 
in tiding them safely through the critical 
adolescent period by keeping them loyal to 
the school and church, The Junior Baraca- 
Philathea classes attract the boy and girl and 
win them to this loyalty. 

The classes secure charters and pins from 
headquarters, thus receiving the advantages 
| of free literature, announcements and various 
| helps, and of world-wide affiliation. These 
classes are encouraged to enroll with the 
International Sunday School Association, 
Co-operation is encouraged with all move- 
ments that are in harmony with the Baraca- 


Philathea spirit and aim of hastening the | 


coming of the Kingdom, 


j always thought less of increasing its own 
strength than of offering toa school or church 





the advantages of its experience. Perhaps 
this accounts for its wonderful growth,— 
freely it has given, and wonderfully it has 
been blessed in the giving. 


The New Note in Adult Class 
Magazines of To-day 


By John T. Faris, D.D. 


‘* TT IS all very well to get up a parade 

like this,”’ a man was heard to say to 

a companion when twenty-five thous- 
and men marched down Broad Street, Phila- 
delphia, in a Sunday-school parade. ‘* You 
can get up a parade at any time. What I 
would like to know is this: Do the men 
really go to Sunday-school Sunday after Sun- 
day, as they would have us think? Are the 
classes recruited for the purpose of displays 
like this, or for solid work ?’’ 

His question would have been decisively 
answered if his attention could have been 
called to six or eight monthlies and weeklies 
which are published in the sole interest of the 
Adult Classes. A striking feature of every 
issue of these periodicals is a series of photo- 
graphs of actual classes,—city classes and 
country classes ; classes that meet in conven- 
ient rooms of their own, and classes that 
make the best of a corner of the auditorium 
room of the church; classes with a dozen 
members, and classes with one, two or three 
hundred members, Accompanying each 
photograph is a descriptive article, which 
probably tells that the average attendance of 
the class is larger than the number who stood 
before the camera, 

These photographs and articles are worth 
careful study. They are not printed for the 
glorification of the class, but for the encour- 
agement ofother classes. Usually names and 
other matters of mere local interest are 
omitted, so that the entire space may be given 
to a statement of facts that will help workers 
who want to know how ‘the other fellows ’’ 
meet the situation, what they are doing for 
their community, what in their record sug- 
gests imitation and improvement. A glance 
at the illustrations of classes in a single 
month’s issues of the magazines shows how 
the movement is sweeping the country, from 
Maine to California, and from Oregon to 
Florida. And, as one reads the articles, the 
conviction is forced on him that the move- 
ment is not ephemeral ; the evident earnest- 
ness of the men and women in Bible study, 
mutual help, and humble service is a proof 
that the movement has come to stay. 

The pages devoted to class news, illustra- 
tions and reports of class activities are not 
permitted to fill as large a space in the mag- 
azines as the lesson articles. The editors ev- 
idently realize that the primary purpose of the 
adult classes is Bible Study; and if they were 
slow to appreciate this fact the demands of 
their readers would soon correct the mistake. 
‘* We want help in studying the lesson,’’ they 
say, insistently; ‘‘something to make us 
think and work and do.’’ And in response 
to this plea a different type of lesson is being 
developed. The successful adult class. mag- 
azine presents a lesson not for teachers, but 
for the members of the classes; not a mere 
intellectual treat but a practical, suggestive, 
thought-compelling treatment that sends the 
student to the class so eager to participate in 
the discussion that the teacher is soon com- 
pelled to revise his method of instruction or 
make way for a better man. 

‘Give us something we can take with us 


when Sunday is over—to the factory, the | 


office, the store,’’ is the demand of the wide- 
awake users of the magazines. And they are 
getting it, as rapidly as writers can be found 
who have seen the adult class vision, and are 
really trying to keep step to the marching of 
the feet of the awakened men of the nation. 

For instance, take these sentences from les- 
son articles in the magazines of a single month 
—sentences which make the reader think of 
The Sunday School Times, which must be 
thought of as a part of the adult class work- 
er’s equipment. 

‘There is no surer revelation of the fine- 


The Baraca and Philathea Movement has | ness and purity of a man’s character than 


what he thinks and how he acts toward 
women and children.’’ 


| 
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** Your record is your record, and if you've 
made one you don’t like to stand on, there’s 
nothing to do but to make a better record 
next time.’’ 

**Not till God burns in the humble laity as 
in the lowly thorn-kush will things happen 
worth stepping aside lo look at.’’ 

‘*You may be repulsed, the election may 
go against you, but if you are of the right 
stripe God will pick you out of the desert and 
send you to contend with kings.’’ 

** Thank God that he accepts even limping 
service, or where would you and I be?”’ 

The same forceful note is sounded in the 
contributed articles. It is evident that these 
are not chosen merely to fill the pages, but 
to meet the needs of the army of adults which 
is bringing new life to the Sunday-school. 

No student of Sunday-school development 
can afford to pass by the adult class maga- 
zines, 





Adult Class Questions 
Answered by W. C. Pearce 


Superintendent of the International 
Sunday School Adult Department 





Should the Organized Adult Bible Class re- 
the ing exercises of the school ? 
We find it difficult to get more than fifteen or 
twenty minutes for the study of the lesson when 
we remain for the opening exercises of the 
school, and then attend to some little business 
in the class. ‘The members are complaining, 
but we do not fel that it is right to go against 
the wishes of the superintendent, and we realize 
also the splendid effect our presence has upon 
others in the school—A. E. P, ~ 
T IS the usual custom for the Adult 
classes of a Sunday-school to meet with 
the Secondary Division classes for the 
opening service. ‘This service should not be 
so long, or the Sunday-school session .so 
short, that the Adult classes are crowded 
into a study period of fifteen or twenty min- 
utes, The best study work requires at least 
a thirty-minute uninterrupted period for reci- 
tation and discussion. ‘The Adult class also 
requires from five to ten minutes for business. 
Therefore, their classes should have from 
thirty-five to forty-five minutes in their own 
rooms. 





What is the meaning of the name “ Baraca” 
as applied to men’s Bible classes? What is 
their standard of organization? Where may 
literature describing the organization be ob- 
tained? Are classes organized as Baraca 
classes and wearing the Baraca emblem recog- 
nized by the International Association ?— 
W. H. M. 


“ ARACA’”’ is taken from a Hebrew 

word which means ‘‘ blessing’’ (see 

2 Chron. 20: 26). The Baraca pro- 
vides a form of organization, but so far as I 
know has no standard of organization, Any 
Baraca class organized according to the inter- 
national standard is entitled to an Interna- 
tional certificate of recognition the same as 
classes organized under any other name, and 
will receive it upon application to its State or 
Provincial Sunday-school Association, Many 
Baraca classes have such certificates, and all 
are invited to enroll, The first Baraca class 
organized by Mr. Hudson has the Interna- 
tional certificate hanging beside the Baraca 
charter. For literature concerning Baraca 
classes address Marshall A. Hudson, Syra- 
cuse, N. Y. On page 561 of this issue will 
be found articles by Mr. Hudson and another 
leader of the movement, which tell just what 
these classes stand for. 





Will you please inform me what is the pre- 
cise definition of an organized class, adult or 
secondary, in the Sunday-school? Could. the 
class be organized without a certificate of recog- 
nition from the State Sunday-school Association 
and its own denomination? Are certificates of 
recognition issued to secondary classes ? — 
P.jJ.S 

N ORGANIZED class is one in which, 
by the election of certain officers and 
the appointment of special committees, 

each member of the class accepts a share in 
the class responsibility, class management, 
and activities. A class may be organized with- 
out having received a certificate of recognition 
from either its denominational headquarters 
or its State or Provincial Sunday-school Asso- 
ciation, but it is impossible to report a class 
as being organized until it has registered and 
indicated that it has elected the required offi- 
cers, appointed the proper committees, anc 
desires to stand up and be counted with the 
other organized classes. A numbef of de- 
nominations have arranged for the wWsuance 
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of certificates of recognition jointly with the 
International Sunday School Association. 
For standards of organization of both adult 
and secondary classes, and also for certifi- 
cates of recognition, address your denomi- 
national headquarters, or your State or Pro- 
vincial Sunday-school Association office. 


Will vou please suggest a short, simple Con- 
stitution and By-laws for a class of young 
ladies. We are organized, fourteen enrolled, 
our name “ Gleaners,’’ motto ‘‘ Others." We 
want a constitution that will give every member 
something to do, and I know that you can help 
us.—E, 

T IS difficult to outline a constitution that 
will be equally well adapted to all 
classes. he following constitution 

could easily be adapted to any class. Article 
V provides for the + shag sree of any com- 
mittees you may wish to appoint, and in this 
way work for every class-member can be 
provided. It is well that you are planning 
to give every class-member a share of respon- 
sibility. This is one of the secrets of success 
in adult class work. 


SUGGESTIVE CONSTITUTION 
; ARTICLE I 
NAME > 
This class shall be called..,..........ceccessess 


eeeeseseee scevecceesecee O © seccccccecescsecccscces . 


ecosccceseceseseee SUNGAY-SChOOL, Of ......00ceeeee 


ARTICLE II 
OBJECT 
The object of the class shall be Bible s.udy, 
soul-winning, Christian culture, mutual help- 
fulness, and the extension of Christ’s King- 
dom throughout the world, 


ARTICLE III 
MEMBERSHIP 


Any man [or woman or person], twenty 
years of age or over, may become a member 
by attending the class and signifying a desire 
to join. 

ARTICLE IV 
OFFICERS 


The officers shall consist of a teacher, a 
president, a vice-president, a secretary, and 
a treasurer, who shall be elected annually by 
ballot, and shall hold office until the next 
anuual meeting after their election, or until 
their- successors. are choser, (Where the 
church provides for the election of the 
teacher, the church authority should be rec- 
ognized.) 

ARTICLE V 
COMMITTEES 


The following standing committees shall 
be appointed: (1) Executive ; (2) Member- 
ship ; (3) Social; (4) Devotional, Missionary, 
and such others as the work of the class shall 
demand, The Executive Committee shall 
be composed of the class officers, the chair- 
men of all other standing committees, the 
pastor, and the superintendent of the Sun- 
day-school, 

ARTICLE VI 


MEETINGS 


The class shall meet every Sunday for 
Bible study at ......... o’clock in connection 
with the Sunday-school. Business meetings 
shall be held at ........ . o’clock on the ......... 
day of each month for quarter]. Special 
meetings may be called at any time by the 
president, teacher, or any five members of 
the class, by giving notice to the class the 
Sunday previous to the proposed meeting. 
One-fourth of the enrolled membership shall 
constitute a quorum for the transaction of 
business. 

ARTICLE VII 


DUTIES OF OFFICERS AND COMMITTEES 


Section 1.—The teacher shall have charge 
of the lesson, and shall be ex-officio member 
of all committees. Officers and committees 
must consult with the teacher on all subjects 
pertaining to the class work, and all commit- 
tee appointments must have his approval. 

Section 2,—The president shall preside on 
Sunday and at all meetings of the class, and 
shall be the general executive officer. The 
president shall be chairman of the Executive 
Committee, and ex-officio member of all 
committees. 

Section 3.—The vice-president shall, in 
the absence of the president, perform the 
duties belonging to the president’s office, 
and shall render such other assistance as 
may be required by the president. 

Section 4.—The secretary shall have charge 
of the records of the class, keep the minutes 
of all business meetings, and shall make all 
announcements, He shall make a record of 
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the attendance of the members each Sunday, | 
and report the same to the class and to the 
secretary of the Sunday-school, as required. 

Section 5.—The treasurer shall have charge 
of all the moneys, and shall pay them out as 
directed by the class in harmony with the 
rules of the Sunday-school. He shall report 
to the class as often as required, and also to 
the treasurer of the school each Sunday. 

Section 6.—The Executive Committee 
shall have general supervision of all the 
class-work, They shall devise ways and 
means of advancing the interests of the class, 
and of increasing its attendance. . 

Section 7.—The Membership Committee 
shall be responsible for securing new mem- 
bers, looking up absentees, and the visita- 
tion of the sick, ‘They are responsible for 
devising methods and plans for building up 
the class attendance, and may call upon any 
member of the class for assistance. 

Section 8,—The Social Committee is re- 
sponsible for greeting, welcoming, and in- 
troducing new members and visitors, They 
shall also provide such socials and enter- 
tainments as the class may approve. 

Section 9.—-The Devotional - Missionary 
Committee shall be responsible for the de- 
velopment of the religious life of the class, 
through special class prayer-meetings, the 
organization of Secret Service Circles or Per- 
sonal Workers’ Leagues, securing the pres- 
ence of all members at the regular church 
services, interesting them in Bible study, 
and enlisting every member in the regular 
work of the Sunday-school, the church, and 
other forms of missionary and benevolent 
Christian service. 


ARTICLE VIII 
AMENDMENTS 


This Constitution may be amended at any 
regular business meeting of the class by a 
two-thirds vote of the members present. 
Any motion to amend must lie on the table 
at least one month before final action is 
taken. 


BY-LAWS 
It seems impracticable to suggest by-laws 
because of the varied conditions in the dif- 
ferent parts of the field. As the class-work 
progresses, it may be found necessary ,to 
enact rules. concerning class management, 
benevolence, athletics, etc. 





Will you tell me how many Organized 
Adult Bible Classes are men's classes, how 
many are women's classes, and how.many are 
mixed ?-8H. C. D 

HE total number of Organized Adult 
Bible Classes holding certificates of 
recognition is 35,815. Of this total 

about one-fifth are mixed classes. Of the 
balance a little more than one-half are men’s, 
and the rest women’s, 








* The Doctor’s Gift 
Food Worth Its Weight in Gold 


We usually expect the doctor to put 
us on some kind of penance and give us 
bjtter medicines. 

A Penn. doctor brought a patient 
something entirely different and the re- 
sults are truly interesting. 

‘‘Two years ago,” writes this patient, 
‘*I was a frequent victim of acute indi- 


‘gestion and biliousness, being allowed to 


eat very fewthings. Oneday our family 
doctor brought me a small package, say- 
ing he had found something for me to 
eat. 

‘*He said it was a food called Grape- 
Nuts and even as its golden color might 
suggest it was worth its weight in gold. 
I was sick and tired, trying one thing 
after another to no avail, but consented 
to try this new food. ; 

‘* Well! It surpassed my doctor's fond- 
est anticipation and every day since then 
I have blessed the good doctor and the 
inventor of Grape-Nuts. 

‘‘T noticed improvement at once and 
in a month’s time my former spells of 
indigestion had disappeared. In two 
months I felt like anewman. My mind 
was much clearer and keener, my body 
took on the vitality of youth, and this 
condition has continued.” 

‘*There’s a Reason.” Name given by 
Postum Co., Battle Creek, Mich. Read 
‘* The Road to Wellville,” in pkgs. 


Ever read the aboveletter ? A new 
one appears from time to time. They 
are genuine, true, and full of human 
interest. 








Lining Up an Entire City 
( Continued from page 554) 


Membership Increase Meetings through- 
out the county. AM arrangements for 
time, place, program, and speakers for 
these meetings were made by the offi- 
cers of the Bible Class Commission and 
of the federation, the general plan having 
been adopted first by the commission. 
‘This was the Adult Bible Class part of 
the membership increase campaign of 
the County Association, . Twenty-two 
meetings were held, effectively covering 
the entire county. Following these meet- 
ings, a great amount of personal work 
was done by the commissioners, Classes 
were visited and strong efforts made to 
get them at work to increase the mem- 
bership of the class, In évery case where 
classes did not hold the International 
Recognition Certificate, an effort was 
made to get them to make application, 

The next step in the winter's work was 
a series of Organized Adult Bible Class 
mass meetings, held, one in eich dis- 
trict, between the dates February 6 and 
April 15. The dates and locations of 
the entire series of meetings were sched- 
uled as a preliminary step, and then 
were advertised on window cards and 
circulars which were © personally dis- 
tributed by the workers throughout the 
county. Each meeting had practically 
the same program, After a song serv- 
ice, led by a chorister and male choir, a 
demonstration of a Bible class in session 
was given by the members of a Bible 
class selected for the purpose. The 
Jesson taught by the teacher in this 
demonstration was an evangelistic Bible 
lesson, and the effort was made to illus- 
trate how this should be done in each 
class, This lesson was followed by three 
short talks on ‘‘ The Use of the Bible in 
Evangelism.’’ These. were generally 
given. by pastors carefully, selected. At 
every meeting a full enrolment was taken, 
announcements of work proposed were 
clearly made, and there was a distribu- 
tion of bundles of literature for each 
class, so that the representatives could 
carry the matter clearly back to their 
other members. The offerings taken 
more than covered the entire expense of 
the series of meetings, The Bible classes 
of more than two hundred schools were 
represented by 4,245 men and women. 
More than three hundred different per- 
sons took part in the program. And 
the newspapers gave a very large amount 
of space to reports of the meetings. 

The results of this series of meetings, 
in the character of the program, the at- 
tendance, and particularly in the after 
results in the classes, are due to the large 
number of volunteer workers who took 
part. In preparing for the meetings a 
preliminary meeting of more than two 
hundred Bible class leaders was held to 
enlist and organize them for this advance 
effort. 

The culmination of the winter's work 
was the Second Annual Bible Class Con- 
gress, which was held on a Saturday 
afternoon and evening in May. The 
women’s section of the congress met at 





the Young Women’s Christian Associa- 
tion, and the men’s section at the Central 
Young Men's Christian Association. The } 
congress had the most hearty co-operation | 
and help from the officials of both of these | 
organizations. The particular topic for 
both sections was ‘‘The Teen-Age Boys 
and Girls of the Sunday-school and Com- | 
munity,’’ and there was clearly placed 
before the Bible class leaders the re- 
sponsibility of their classes for leadership 
in Sunday-school work for the teen-age 
boy and girl. In preparing for this con- 
gress, the fullest use was made of the 
information about Bible classes and the 
acquaintance. with. reliable .volunteer 
workers that. had been. secured from the 
winter's work, The attendance at all ses- 
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sions was large enough to tax the capa- 
city of the auditoriums in which the 
meetings were held, and the number of 
classes represented was exceedingly grat- 
ifying. While the congress was a cul- 
mination of the winter’s work, it was also 
a preparation for the work to be carried 
on in the following winter. It is a car- 
dinal principle in the work of the Phila- 
delphia County Sunday School Associa- 
tion that every effort must not only be 
built upon the past, but must relate itself 
clearly to the future. , 

The results of the winter's work are 
many and blessed. Such facts as the 
following, for example, are significant : 

An increase of forty-two percent in 
the number of Bible classes holding In- 
ternational Recognition Certificates. 

An increase of twelve thousand in the 
total enrolment of Sunday-schools of 
Philadelphia, shown by the annual Sun- 
day-school census, taken from April to 
June. A large part of this increase is 
undoubtedly in the Adult Department. 

Information from many sources which 
clearly indicates that the classes are do- 
ing better and more far-reaching, enthu- 
siastic work, 

A very large increase in the number 
of volunteer workers who are willing to 
aid in the city-wide movement 

PHILADELPHIA, 


——Wils on—— 
Rally Day 
Post Cards 











Copyright 1912 by W. H. Rau 


President Woodrow Wilson’s 
message to the representatives 
of world-wide Sunday-school 
work in convertion at Zurich, 
Switzerland, July 8-15, 1913. 
From an autograph copy sent 
by the President’s authority to 
The Sunday School Times. 


The cards are printed in sepia 
with a facsimile autograph of 
President Wilson, and a fine 
half-tone reproduction from a 
recent photograph. There is 
the usual space for the message 
on the address side of the card, 
which Sunday-schools can use 
to good advantage in sending 
out their invitations to the Rally 
Day exercises of their school. 


The price is 60 cents per 100, 
postpaid 


The Sunday School Times Co. 
1031 Walnut St., Philadelphia 














** How to Speak Without Notes’? ts a clear, 

| brief, practical address by Robert E. Speer, 
one of the strongest, most experienced public 
speakers of our time. Tt may be had for 20 
cents, postpaid, from The Sunday School 


Times Co., 1031 Walnut Street, Phila. 
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Remove the Cause 


of 
HEADACHE 


Produced by overwork or 
worry, by Summer heat, ner- 
vousness or indigestion by 
taking Horsford’s Acid Phos- 

»—e& healthful refreshing 
ic widely recommended by 
physicians. 


Horsford’s 
Acid Phosphate 


(Non-Alcoholic) 








THE CHRISTIAN WORKERS’ MAGAZINE 


Fills the need of Adult Bible Class members for a 
magazine that not only gives helps on the Sunday 
School lessons, but also contains a Laymen’s Com- 
mentary, b Dr. James M. Gray, going through the 
Bible book ‘by book ‘The editors answer perplexing 
questions in Bible study for subscribers, The whole 
object of the magazine is tc help the Bible student in 
his work, whether scholar, teacher, pastor, or other 
worker in the church, It gives ctical enggentions 
and illustrations and world-wide news of Christian 
activity. Send 10 cents for a copy—three months 25 
cents—$1.00 a year. 


The Christian Workers’ Magazine 


153 W. Institute Place, - = Chicago, litinois 





NEW EDITION 
Why and How of the 
Organized Adult Bible Class 


By J. H. Bomberger, D.D., Editor of ‘“TheChristian World.’ 

A collection of practical plans and principles for the 

busy worker, ‘I'wenty-seven pages of excellent sugges- 

tions and methods have just been added to Edition-A. 
When planning your Fall work, remember to order 

Edition-b. Board cover, 25 cents postpaid. 

THE HEIDELBERG PRESS, PHILADELPHIA, PA. 


Scriptural Teachings for Primary Grades 
Supplemental Work. Completely revised. Sixth 
thousand, "Highly endorsed by Primary Workers, 
Pastors and Kducators, ime brings two sample 


ome COPIES. REV. THOMAS SIMMS, Gorham, Me. 


METHODIST EPISCOPAL 


BOOK ROOMS 
E. A. Yeakel, Agt., 1018 Arch St., Phila., Pa. 


Send us all orders for 


RALLY DAY 


services and supplies, no matter by whom published. 
Full set of samptes for 10 cents in stamps. 
Prompt, accurate an satisfactory service guaranteed. 














HYMNS OF WORSHIP 
AND SERVICE | 
for the SUNDAY SCHOOL ‘\ 
On a par with the progressive and educa- 
tional literature issued in the interest 
of religious education. 
Introductory I’rice, full cloth, 30 cents. 
Jor a sample copy. 


The Century Co., Union Square, New York 


YOU GAN AFFORD 


t or 2 (No. 2. 

Round or Shape notes. $3.00 per hundred ; 
He songs, words and music. 

RT WAYNE. INDIANA. 


Send 














just out). 

samples cents each. 

E. A. K. HACKETT, FO 
rents, Chas, M. Fill- 

Father’s Day Program. sere, Indianagelis, fud. 


The Sunday School Gimes 
Philadelphia, Sept. 13, 1973 


Entered at the Post-office at Philadelphia as 
“ second-class matter.”’ 


Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, for either old or 
new subscribers, in the United States and 
Canada. These rates include postage: 

Five or more copies, either to 
$1 -0O separate addresses or in a pack- 
age to one address, $1.00 each, per year. 
$1 50 One copy, or any number of 

. copies less than five, $1.50 each, 

per year. One copy, five years, $6.00, 

° One free copy addi- 

Free Copies tional will heahoned 

for every ten copies paid for in a club at the 
$1.00 rate, 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL Timgs Co., Publishers, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 

















[ Books That Are 


Worth Knowing} 





Efficiency: A Study of the Why and 
How of Adult Class Work (By John E. 
Pounds),— Adult Bible Class work is the 
field covered by these five familiar talks. 
Fundamentai principles are well treated, 
always from the standpoint of experience. 
To one just beginning work with an Adult 
Bible Class these chapters will be like listen- 
ing to an experienced teacher tell of his discov- 
eries and successes of the past years,.and the 
methods he has found to be most practical. 
The social side of class life is not slighted, 
but the emphasis is strong for the work of 
soul-winning. (St. Louis: Christian Board 
ef Publication, 30 cents.) 


Lesson Building (By Leon C. Palmer). 
—Almost anybody can load up on a Sunday- 
school lesson, but without training, one is 
likely to aim and fire with eyes shut. ‘hose 
who read this booklet on lesson building will 
ever after have their eyes open to the fool- 
ishness of trying to teach without a plan, 
Secretary Palmer sets forth the practicable 
principles of ere | clearly, enforcing them 
with many good illustrations. His com- 
pleted plan, however, will disappoint some, 
fcz in trying to avoid adding’a moral to the 
lesson, he puts little stress on the process of 
translating facts into truth for the pupils’ 
minds. (Revell, 35 cents net.) 


The Ideal Adult Classin the Sunday- 
school (By Amos R. Wells, Litt.D., LL.D.). 
—‘*By Amos R. Wells,—that ought to be 
good,’’ we say to ourselves as we pick up 
his new book on the Adult Bible Class. As 
we dip into its pages, we find that his mas- 
ter-hand has touched the vital problems of 
our own and of every other such class. The 
book is a storehouse of plans, so arranged 
that you can easily find just the one to meet 
your present need. ‘The scientific basis of 
each method is indicated, and one may adapt 
the plan to any condition without losing the 
principle that mgkes it valuable, Class or- 
ganization. nd the social side are treated so 
clearly that évery officer and committeeman 
will be stimulated in his work. But the 
greatest value of the book will be found in 
the very full treatment given to conducting 
the class session and teaching the lesson. 
Scores of practical suggestions are given on 
this usually weak point in Adult Bible Class 
work. Teachers who follow these plans 
will bring new life to their classes, (Pilgrim 
Press, 50 cents net, postage 5 cents.) 


Training the Boy (By William A. Mc- 
Keever).—After many narrow views-of boy- 
life, it is a satisfaction to find ‘such an all- 
round treatment as this one of Professor 
McKeever, of the Kansas State Agricultural 
College. His motto is, ‘*Train the whole 
boy,’’ and in twenty-four packed chapters 
he describes the manifold environment that 
may be taken advantage of in doing it. 
Almost every page has some practical sug- 
gestion for developing a boy’s character by 
erviching his life. From such an author the 
work is of course thoroughly scientific, but 
in spirit it is the father more than the profes- 
sor who speaks, Photographs of boys at 
work and at play show how these principles are 
being carried out in various states.. Each 
chapter closes with a-very full list of books 
on that particular subject. The whole book 
is inspiring. (Macmillan, $1.50 net.) 


The Book of Comfort (By J. R. Miller, 
D. D.).—Results show that Dr. J. R. Miller 
was at once the most fertile: and the most 
widely read of modern writers of devotional 
books, The list, comprising scores of vol- 
umes, many of these translated into other 
tongues, and all welcomed with avidity by 
hungry hearts wherever known, has added 
to it ‘“*The Book of Comfort,’’ the manu- 
sgript of which was nearly ready for the press 
when the revered author was called home a 
little more than a vear ago, the last slight 
touches and the Foreword being supplied 
by his editorial associate, the Rev. John T. 
Faris, D. D. ‘The volume throughout 
bears all the familiar and endearing marks 
of its author’s unique skill, and in some 
Ways even surpasses the best of its pre- 
decessors in value. ‘The last four of ‘its 
twenty-eight chapters come to us, one 
after the other, as voices first from the sick- 
rcom, then from beyond the grave: ** When 
We Are Laid Aside,’’ ‘‘ Face to Face With 
One’s Own Life,’? ‘The Meaning of Im- 











-mortality,’’ ‘¢ The Christian View of Death,”’ 


As read by those who have feasted on his 
previous utterances, and have come to love 
him, these parting messages will prove infi- 
nitely touching and helpful. (Crowell, $1 
net), 

Lotus Buds (by Amy Wilson - Car- 
peer is a remarkable production. A bi 
book, all of it about babies, does not soun 
promising, and you enter its pages with mis- 
giving. But you get no farther than the 
clever *‘ foreword ’’ before discovering that 
you are dealing with no ordinary book. 
There is not a stupid line in it. Some repe- 
tition not unnaturally there is, but the story 
so sparkles and dances like a bubbling brook 
that where yow hear a thing the second time 
it only comes with a fresh effectiveness, 
The opening chapter, which gives its name 
to the book, is a literary gem, a prose poem, 
But it is more than that: it is an inspiration 
and a prophecy—a prophecy which Miss 
Carmichael is helping to fulfil. 

An attraction that lies on the surface is the 
marvelous photographs. Never were there 
such fascinating baby pictures ; and some of 
the landscapes, notably ‘*God’s Fire,’’ 
tempt you to tear them out and frame them. 
As you go deeper, three impressions stand 
out distinctively.. The first is the loathsome 


horror of certain aspects of Hinduism. The | 


impression is all the deeper because of the 
obvious and genuine desire of the author to 
bring no ‘‘ railing accusations,’’ and to hint 
at the unnamable vilenesses only so far as is 
absolutely necessary in order to explain the 
work and secure sympathy and help. The 
next impression is a new sense of the power 
of prayer. Those who believe only in its 
subjective influence will find food for thought 
here—notably in chapters 11 and 25. You 
cannot read the book without renewing your 
faith in a God who hears and answers, ‘The 
final impression is a conviction of the urgent 
need and tremendous value of the work 
which these women are doing. You want 
to go and help, which is just what Miss Car- 
michael longs for. (Morgan & Scott, Lon- 
don, Eng., $1.50.) 

The Religious Forces of the United 
States (By H. K. Carroll, LL. D.).—Twenty 
years ago Dr. Henry King Carroll published 
the first edition of his ** Religious Forces of 
the United States ’’ as the concluding volume 
of the American Church History series. He 
was already recognized as the highest author- 
ity on our ecclesiastical statistics; and this 
volume, in its repeated revisions, has be- 
come the necessary handbook of all who are 
interested in the growth of Christianity in 
America, The newest edition is on a some- 
what different plan. It aims at conrbining 
the official information furnished by the 
census of 1890, the first in®which statistics 
of this class were obtained to any full de- 
gree, with the reports from the churches 
themselves for 1900 and 1910. This was 
conducted by Dr. Carroll. ‘Thus we have a 
comparative statement for three dates, each 
distant from the next by a decade, and are 
enabled to observe closely the general move- 
ment, 

On one side the exhibit is painful. It isa 
display of the ease with which American 
Christians split from each other on the small- 
est grounds of difference, without any refer- 
ence to the effects of such divisions upon the 
progress of the kingdom of their common 
Master. We have no dess than 129 ‘*de- 
nominations’’ of Christians, of which 23 are 
Lutperan, 16 Methodist, 15 Baptist, 12 Pres- 
byterian, 11 Mennonite, and so on, the last 
group consisting of but 54,798 communicant 
members. It is true that very few of these 
families are American in origin, but true also 
that the minute subdivisions are American, 
We have import.d almost every variety of 
European sectarianism, but we have im- 
proved on the bad model by fresh subdivi- 
sions, of which Europe, in most cases, knows 
nothing. 

On the other hand, the exhibit of our na- 
tional Christianity is sufficient to set at rest 
any doubt as to the religious character of the 
American people. The twenty millions of 
communicant members, representing a pop- 
ulation of adherents probably four times as 
great, are the solid and earnest part of our 
country, controlling its present and deter- 
mining its future, (Seribners, $2 net.) 
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Ahotos, postcards, etc. 
ver eaves construction. 

odel > Opticon, ue At- 
tachment, $30 up. Combised beni 
for instant interchange, u 

Write to-day for our circular illustrating 

and describing different models. 

BAUSCH & LOMB OPTICAL Co. 


527 St. Pawl St., - - ester, N. Y. 








AUSTRO-AMERICAN LINE’ 
EUROPEAN TRIPS FOR THE ROUGH SEASON 
The Quiet Southern Track to 
Algiers, North Africa and the 
classic sunny south in the 
Mediterranean and Adriatic 
Regular Stops at Algiers (North Africa), 
Naples (Italy), Patras (Greece), Trieste 
(Austria — near the Tyrol), Austrian 
Riviera, Austro-Bohemian Watering 
Places, and the whole European Continent. 
Seven to eight days crossing the ocean, 
and six days pleasure trip through the 
Mediterranean. 
Sight-Seeing trips in every port, Free stopovers. 


PHELPS BROS. & CO., Gen’I Agts., New York 














E.syer AND THE NBAR BAST. = Write: us for 
information about travel in these fascinating 
lands. We have all the data. DUNNING & CO., 


717 Congregational Building, Boston, Mass. 


PREPARATION FOR SOCIAL 
AND RELIGIOUS SERVICE 


The Schauffler Missionary Training School pre- 
oe young women of American and foreign parentage 
or social and religious service among their own people; 
also for pastors’ secretaries, and the various forms of 
institutional church work. 

Correspond with the Prigcipal, Mrs. Mary W. 
Mills, 5111 Fowler Ave., S. E., Cleveland, O. 
to distrib- 


We Will Pay You $120.00 ‘°'s3°- 


— literaturein yourcommunity, Sixty cays. work, 
“experience not required. Man or woman. ° Opportu- 
nity for promotion, Spare time may be.used. Interna- 
tional Bible Press, 654° Winston Bidg., Philadelphia. 


“s " : 
OME-MAKING, THE REW PROFESSION,” is a 100-pp. il- 

H lustrate handboo ie PRGA: Home study 
Domestic Science courses.. For home-making, teach- 


ing and well-paid positions, AMERICAN SCHOOL ‘oF 
Home Economics, 502 W. 69th St., CuHicaGo, ILL, 
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TEACHING 
AND TEACHERS = 


By 
H. CLAY TRUMBULL 


Doctor Trumbull’s book, ‘‘ Teach- 
ing and Teachers,’’ has found its . 
way into the hands of many thou- 
sands of Sunday-school workers. 
It is still the popular book on 
Sunday-school teaching. 


$7.25 POSTPAID. 


Copies may be had from 
THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES Co., 
1031 Walnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 




















